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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



Thk high reputation of General Von Vordy Dn Vernoia, 
rendera any introdnotion to one of his moat intereating works 
inperflaona ; bat a f«w words c;f advice, to those who look into the 
following pagea for instrjitinii, may not be thrown away. 

The author's main object is to show how military history may be 
most profitably studied. But, in working out a phaaa of the Battle 
of Cuatozza aa an object lesson, lie imlM wil,!i a vat-ioty of tactical 
incidents ; and his method of treating them, as well as Ilia critioisma, 
are well worth cloao attention. 

In order that method and criticisms may be properly grasped, 
it is essential that tbe study of the incidents should be thorough. 

'. Military history, if it is to serve any useful purpose, will not 
stand " skimming." The map must be pnt into constant use, and 
unless the nature of the ground is realised and distances properly 

.. appreciated, the various exercises trill have little practical value. 
The author suggests that whenever a situation is given, a rough 
tracing of that portion of the map on which the troops are moving 
should be made, and the disposition of the opposing batteries 
and battalions accurately marked ; and also, that the same course 
should be followed whenever tho student, confronted by one of 
the series of problems — printed in italics — lays down tho book 
and works out his own solution. Thia method will not only teach 
him to estimate Lime and space at thi'ir pcufji'v Viiluo. and accustom 
him to deal with the difficulties which they constantly present in 
war, but it will oblige bim, in the author's words, " to come to 
cloar and definite decisions, for he has to deal with facts which 
have all tho stubbornness of reality," thus exercising and 
strengthening his capacity for judgment, forethought, and 
resolution. 

e organization of the Austrian army in 1866 

The regiment had three battalions ; the battalion, six companies ,■ 
and the company, four sections. Two companies formed a division. 
The companies were numbered from the right to tho left of the 
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whole regiment, from 1 to 18. Tho Brigade, next to the Army 
Corpa, was the largest tactical nnit, and was composed ol two 
regiments, each of three battalions, of a battalion of Rifles, and a 
light battery. The Division had be on done away with since 
the war of 1859, and the Army Cnrps included three, fonr, or five 

The ordinary attack formation for the battalion was in line of 
division columns, with varying intevviils. cucli division on a front 
of two sections belonging to two different companies. As the 
battalion approached the enemy, each company extended a section. 
When a whole brigade attacked, the Rifle (iattalion furnished a 
line of skirmishers covering the whole front. 

Rough as the translation may he, we have endeavoured to give 
the author's enact moaning, only expanding or paraphrasing where 
a literal rendering would have made it doubtful, and we have also 
thought it worth while to add a. few explanatory notes. In oon- 
elusion, we take this opportunity ni" cxpivaaiiiir our thanks to His 
Excellency General von Verdy du Vernois, as well as to his pub- 
lishers — Mossrs. Mittler, of Berlin — for their very kind permission 
to present the book in an English guise. 
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A Knowledge of general principles is necessary to every one 
who studies the art of war. 

Bat the acquirement of this knowledge is not, in my opinion, 
sufficient theoretical instruction for the officer who may some day 
have to handle troops before the enemy, or who may be called on to 
assist the higher commanders. 

I believe that a special preparatory coarse of instruction is 
indispensable if we would learn how to lead men in action. This 
course, when added to a general acquaintance with the art of war, 
Creates a fond of knowledge which will certainly improve the 
capacity and increase the usefulness of any commander whatsoever. 

The successful }i[i]>lic,itii.m of tin- ;irt of lemlir:^ troops depends 
as macb on the individuality of the general and on his SuHnenoe with 
the men he commands, as on tactics, strategy, and the working of 
the staff. 

The studies in troop-leading, which I published in 1870, were 
principally designed to supply a hiatus in the usual course of 
theoretical instraction. 

1 rimy n\iy . :u 1 1 

exercises over broken ground are other moans by which we arrive 
at the same end ; but I recommend the study of military history 

Having treated in my former works of the two first methods, it 
remains for me, in order to complete my programme, to turn to the 
study of military history. This study is the object of the following 
pageB. 

All instruction depends on the student and on the books which he 
can command. 

The lessons which we learn from masters and those which we 
teach ourselves, constitute, so to speak, two different methods of 
inBtruotion which gradually work in together. 

Complete knowledge of any snbjeot is almost impossible if the 
student depends altogether on his instructor. But it can be acquired 
by means of serious application if the coarse to be followed is 
clearly understood. It is essential, then, to be familiar with the 
course to be followed and to know how information is to be 
extracted. 

Knowledge, it is true, is best acquired from experience. But 
experience of active service is the lot of few ; generally speaking, it 
must be supplemented by study ; and military capacity can only be 
fully developed by the study of military history. 
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This study may be appronohed in divers ways. In my lectures 
on military history, at tlio Krieg's Akudemie, 1 have always pointed 
out to my auditors the different methods which may be usefully 
adopted. These methods, b my opinion, are two in nnmber : — 
let: — The criticism of facts; and 2nd; — The applioation of 
historical facts to tactical problems. 

1st :— The criticism of facts. 

Many excellent writers have employed tin's nirthod, and I may 
refer, amongst other works, to Killing's " Visits to the Battle-fields 
of 1866." It is, nevertheless, impossible not to remark that the 
critics are sometimes injudicious. Very often they have only 
superficially considered the events of which they write, taking as it 
were a bird's eye view, troubling little abont the respective 
situations of the two belligerents, and distributing their praise or 
blame without discernment. 

The more experience we possess, the more indulgent we are wont 
to be. Nothing is mora false, nothing less like the reality than 
certain facts U related bj certain authors ; when we examine into 
details, we quickly discover how far they are from the truth. 

A thorough comprehension of things military is only acquired by 
practice and by years of service ; the more difficult oirenmstancos 
are, the more essential are judgment, knowledge, and ' sauoir./aire.' 

Undoubtedly the statements of certain au'hors are made in gnod 
faith, bnt wo sluuld beware of ilogmatin assertions which, resting on 
no sure ground, lead only to erroneous conclusions. 

The critics very frequently sum up filer this fashion. — "The 
general ought to have done this or that ; " or again — " H» ought, 
under such circumstance.-;, to have said t ■• I .m»clf, Ac, 4o." 

But a man does not el mid mi the field of battle with an absolutely 
undisturbed brain. A tactical coup d'ce.l :* acquired by eiperiouce 
and military instinct, but a true knowladg" of war is de. 
veloped only by instruction. I may ad-i that events, in the field, 
succeed each other with Bnch rapiditi that you oao uejvnr l>o 
certain of fulfilling exactly, and without mistaken, the mission with 
which you may be charged. 

I do not put forward these objections it, order to destroy faith 
in so excellent a method of study; my intention is only to pat 
my readers od their guard against principles more dogmatic than 

To my mind, criticism of facts ought to confine itself to the 
following points : — 

To show war as it is, and to fathom cbiiho and effeot, Sonh a 
study is no tribunal, but a revelation n-hirh U-aiis to the proper 
appreciation of military history, and assists an to profit by the 
experience which it discloses. 

There are, moreover, other methods of criticism. We can form 
an opinion on the strategy and the tactics of a campaign, or on 
the administration of the armies. Wo can workout some question in 
order to try and arrive at a conclusion agreeable to the true principles 
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of the military art. We can study a single buttle or a whole 
campaign, or we can select several campaigns to serve as 
ground-work for onr researches. For instance, if 1 intended to 
form an independent judgment on the employment of cavalry in 
war, I shoald take the moat celebrated campaigns of Frederick 
the Great, of the first Napoleon, and of the present era, and 
frame deductions therefrom as to nse of cavalry as a special arm. 
I should see for myself how tits acknowledged masters of war 
employed their squadrons, what benefit they drew from them, 
and I should come to a conclusion as to the conditions which cavalry 
ought to fulfil as regards organ ization, instruction, and tactics. 
A study thus conducted would most certainly solve all 
questions connected with the leading of mounted troops. 

2nd :— The application of facta. 

This second method is to my mind preferable; that which 
consists in milking use of military history in order to solve 
tactical problems. 

When we ininsjine situations and set ourselves to work out the 
problems which arise therefrom, it often happens that routine 
intervenes nnd renders the whole process useless. Nor is it every 
one who has the power of inventing difficulties and situations snch 
as war presents. But it is unnecessary to call imagination to our 
aid, for military history is at hand to supply these situations in 
abundance. 

The method I advocate ia pimple enough. It is only necessary 
to read with attention the history we wish to study, in order to 
place before ourselves some particular situation applicable to the 
special object in which we are interested, to examine that situation 
carefully, and to draw up dispositions adapted to the numbers that 
were jictually nvi,iliil-,:e nl. the time. 

We are here obliged to come to olear and definite decisions, 
for we are dealing with facts which have all the stubbornness of 
reality j and tlie comjisiristm between [lie disposil ions we lay down 
in the exercise we set ourselves and those actually taken, will lead 
us to recognise which of the two combinations is the better. 

Here, again, we may attain our end by different methods. 
If, for example, we are desirous merely of studying the progress of 
an engagement, we need only take into consideration the incidents 
of the fight itself. 

Bnt if, on the other hand, we are auxious to train our judgment 
in the ever varying situations which present themselveB in war, 
we must study history in all its details. 

This method does not exclude criticism ef i!ir. actual facts, bnt 
this criticism most be fair. If it is, ne shall find this the best 
theoretical means of instruction, training us to decision inaction, 
and at the same time increasing our store of knowledge. 

The following study, based on the Battle of Craptotta {fought on 
the 24th of June, 186*5) and eMiueted from " The Campaigns of 1866," 
the Austrian Staff History of the War, is carried out on these lines. 
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I hove aimed at no mora than advocating a method of self 

The book would have been far too large had I 

endeavoured to deal with overy phase of the battle, for it would take 

loronghly discuss the strategy, or even to thresh out the 

problems connected with the preliminary movements. 

In order to bring the work within normal dimensions, 1 have 
taken the events relating to the right wing of the Austrian Army 
at Custosza, and have made them the basis of the study. 
The troops engaged wore the following; — 



The Kesarve Dil 

A part of the Vth CorpB, parti 

The Peschiera Detachment. 



AUSTRIAN, 
of Infantry. 



.durly l'iret's Brigade. 






Cerale'e Division. 
Sis tori's Division. 
Pianelli's Division. 
The Reserve of the 1st Corps. 

I have taken the opportunity, in the First Chapter, to bring to the 
reader's notice how nseful and interesting it is to apply the organi- 
sation of his own army to the operations carried out by the foreign 
troops whose operations he studies. 

I have prefaced each problem with certain considerations, so 
as to show, in the clearest manner, on what basis a study of this 
sort ought to rest in order to be really useful. It is scarcely 
nooessary to add that the student should carry out his work as far 
as the order which ho is supposed to have received, or the mission 
with which ho is charged, allows. 

I may say, lastly, that the problems discussed are only a small part 
of those that may bo proposed. Their number can easily be increased. 

I conclude by expressing the conviction that any officer who, in the 
course of a single winter, sets himself to study, In the way I suggest, 
a single volnmo of any military history, will soon recognise the 
value of this method, by the facility with which he will sucoeed in 
discovering problems to discuss and solve. 



TON VEKDY. 



KoNtGSBlEO, October, 1876. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Befohi taking up the narrative of the battle of Custozza, 
we will briefly record the strategical operations which 
brought the two Armies into contact. This information 
is abridged from the official account of the Austrian 
General Staff. 

On the morning of the 23rd June, 1 S66, the Archduke 
Albert crossed the Adigo with the whole of his force, and 
established his troops as follows :— 

Vth Corps, at Chievo. 

Vllth Corps, at San Massimo. 

IXth Corps, at Santa Lucia. 

Reserve Division, at Pastrengo. 

Cavalry Brigade, at Verona, on the 

right bank of the Adige, under Col. Pulz. 

ay the greater part of the Italian Army 

n the early morning, and drew up on 

, position of readiness for the offensive 
i ordered for the following day. With this in 
view the Cavalry Division extended almost to Villafranca ; 
and in the course of the day the heads of the seven 
Divisions of the First and Third Corps formed a line which 
extended from Monzambano to Belvedere. A Division of 
the First Corps remained on the right bank of the 
Mincio. Two Divisions of the Second, at Castelluchio, 
formed a reserve for the First and Third Corps ; and 
lastly, the two other Divisions of the Second Corps were at 
Borgoforte, south of Mantua. 

As to the intentions of the Italian Commander, we cannot 

do better than quote a paragraph from the official account. 

" The absence, which wus pniutieaJly complete, of Austrian 

"troops on the Mincio, confirmed the Italian General Staff 

"in the opinion that the Austrian Army of the South, in 
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" position behind the Adige, had altogether renounced the 
" defence of the district lying between that river and the 
" Mincio. In consequence, orders were issued that on the 
" next day, the 24th of June, the Royal Army should take 
" up a position partly in the plain of Villafrauca, and . 
" partly in the billy country between Sommacampagna, San 
" Guistina, and Castelnovo. It was expected that this 
" demonstration would attract the Austrians, and so facili- 
" tate the passage of the lower Po by the Fourth Corps 
" (Cialdini), an operation which was to be carried out on 
"the 26th." 

From information furnished by bis advanced posts and 
reconnoitring parties, the Archduke Albert believed that 
"the enemy wwi advancing in several columns towards the 
" middlo Adige." In reality, the Italian Army, although 
its forces wore separated by the Mincio, the Curtatone, and 
the lower Po, was marching on Verona, with the intention 
of taking up a position before that place, in order to attract 
the attention of the Archduke and to facilitate Ciaklini's 
movement. The Archduke's idea, then, was erroneous, but 
the plan he had conceived did not in any way lose its 
value ; it was only necessary to carry it out as speedily as 
possible. 

He bad resolved to fall on the flank of the Italian Army 
on its march to the Adige, and to occupy on that very day 
certain localities in the billy country already mentioned, 
which were of importance in view of the operations he 
proposed. 

To this end, on the afternoon of June 23rd, the Army of 
the South crossed to tho right bank of the Adige. 

The Vth Corps occupied Souli and Castelnovo. 

Weimar's Brigade (of the Reserve Division), advanced 
from Pastrengo to Sandra. 

The rest of the troops remained in their positions, and a 
Second Brigade of Cavalry was formed from squadrons 
taken from the Cavalry attached to the various Army Corps. 

The Archduke, in thus iidvunemg bis right mid changing 
front, prepared to take the Italian Army in flank and to 
menace its line of retreat. 

Tho following order was issued, at 6.45 p.m., June 23rd, 




e commanders irf the different Army Corps, and to the 
Military Governor of Verona :— 






' Benko's Brigade of the Reserve Division 
" will leave Pastrengo, pick up Weimar's 
" Brigade as it passes through Sandra, and con- 
" tinue its movement on Gastelnovo. 






" The two brigades of the Vth Corps, encamped at 
" San Guistina, will march on San Giorgo in 
" Salici ; the others will leave Sona and move on 
" Casazze.* 

" The IXth Corps, encamped at San Lucia, will 
"move — its left flank covered by the railway 
"embankment — on Mancalacqua ; will then 
" change direction to the left, and move on 
" Sommacampagn a and establish itself strongly 
" in that place, seizing it if occupied. 

"The Vllth Corps, on quitting San Massimo, will 
" follow the IXth. When the latter moves on 
"Sommocampagna, the Vllth Corps will send 
" a brigade along the railway to relievo that of 
"the Vth Corps, posted at C as an ze, which will 
"rejoin its Corps. The two remaining brigades 
"of the Vllth Corps will be held in reserve. 

"When these movements arc completed, the Reserve 
" Division will advance from Castelnovo on Oliosi; 
" the Vth Corps on San Rocco di Palazzolo ; the 
"Brigade of the Vllth Corps from Casazze on 
" Zerbaro ; the IXth Corps will extend towards 
" Belvedere, still occupying Sommacampagna 
"in strength. 

Such are the principal points of the Archduke's order. It 

- S;i-. ■;!■■,-■■ i'i-i i i -.:.'■/.-. _m ill" i.imotho Army Order WHS issneil, lm.L 
•1 Rcte 1 jii 






iviii. INTRODUCTION. 

added that the two brigades of Cavalry were to cover the 
left flank of the IXth Corps, and that Head-quarters would 
he established at Soua, where all reports from Commanders 
of Army Corps were to bo sent. 

On the Italian side, the following were the dispositio 
ordered for the 24th June : — 

The First Corps (General Durando) is to i 

" the left bank of the Mineio with three Divisions, 
"to occupy Sona. ami San Guisiiua, and observe 
"Peschiera and Pastraico. Pianelli'f "*" 
"is to remain on the right bank, and also to 
"observe Peschiera. Head-quarters will bo 
"transferred to Castelnovo. 
The Third Corps will prolong tin: line between San 
"Guistina and Sona, and establish itself from 
" Sommacampagna to Villafranca. Sonnaz' 
"Cavalry Division will cover the bright, taking 
"up a position at Quademi and Mozzecane. 
The Second Corps (Cucchiari) will leave three 
" brigades before Mantua and a fourth before 
" Eorgoforte (south of Mantua). The two Divi- 
" sions encamped at (.':wtdluehio will cross the 
"Mineio at Goito, occupy that village, Mar- 
"mirolo, and Roverbella, and form a reserve 
" to the First and Third Corps. 




a tho point 

Each of the three Corps nf the Austrian Army consisted 
of— 

3 Brigades of Infantry (7 iMttaliuns and 8 guns each). 
1 or 2 Squadrons of Cavalry. 
24 guns in Artillery Reserve. 
Each brigade consisted of one battalion of rifles, and 
of two Regiments of Infantry, each of three battalionB. 
their strength varied from 6,300 to 7,000 combatants. 

The Reserve Division, the action of which we intend to 
follow, was compose'! ;ts fallows: — - 



RESERVE INFANTRY DIVISION. 

Major-Genera l db Ruppbbcht. 

1st Brioade. Colonel Prince Weimar. 



36th Rifles 

Count Degenfeld's Regiment 
4th Battalion of the Maroicic 

Regiment 
4th Battalion of the Paurngarten 



1 



6th 9-pr. Battery — 

Total ... 5 J 

2nd Brigade. Major-Genera i 

Battulimi 

Staff — 

37th Rifles 1 

Prince Hohcnlohe's Regiment ... 3 

Frontier Regiment of Infantry... 3 

9th 12-pr. Battery — 

Total ... 7 



TOTAL OF RESERVE DIVISION 



7 8 6,145 

12£ Battalions. 
16 Guns (8 to 
each Bty.) 
11,312 Combatants. 
The Division also comprised a hospital detachment and a 
column of reserve ammunition for the two batteries. 

The Italian Army was composed of three Corps D'Armee, 
each of 4 Divisions of Infantry and 1 Brigade of Cavalry. 
Each Infantry Division was composed of 2 Brigades of 
2 Regiments of 4 Battalions, 2 Battalions of Bersaglicri, 
2 Companies of Engineers, and IS guns; a total, there- 
fore, of 18 Battalions, 2 Engineer Companies, 18 guns, 
and an effective force of 10,000 combatants. The Cavalry 
Brigade of the Army Corps was composed of 3 Regiments of 
2—2 
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f5 Squadrons each ; in all, 15 Squadrons, that is to say, 
about 1,800 combatants. 
As I have already remarked, in the preface, I propose to 
apply the organization of the .German Army to the various 
situations evolved. The imaginary Division, which I intend 
to employ in this study, is composed as follows :— 



FIRST INFANTRY DIVISION. 



1st Regiment.. 
2nd Regiment 



1st Brigs di 



i Brigade. 



3rd Regiment 
4th Regiment 

1st Cavalry Regiment 

1st it 2nd Light Batteries . 

1st & 2nd Heavy „ 

1 Company of Engineers. 
1 Field-Hospital. 

1 Reserve Ammunition Column, &c, kc. 

Total : — 12 battalions, 4 squadrons, 24 guns, 1 engines 

company, I field hospital, ic. * 



4 Squadrons. 
} 24 Guns. 







i 
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MARCHES WHICH PRECEDED THE BATTLE. 
EXERCISE I» 



The order issued by the Archduke Albert on June 23rd 
will serve aa the point of departure for our study. It 
contained the Following information relative to the Reserve 
Division : 

1. Each column will be ready to march at 3 a.m. 

2. Benko's Brigade will leave Pastrengo at 3 a.m., and 
advance on Sandri, where it will unite witb Prince 
Weimar's Brigade. 

3. The Division, when re-united, will march on Castel- 
novo. 

4. The march will be continued from Castelnovo on 
Oliosi, as soon as the army has completed its movement, of 
which fact the Division will bo informed by the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

We know that the two brigades of the Division are at 
Pastrengo and Sandri. Now, as I have already mentioned, I 
consider the method of applying to our own army the 
dispositiona necessitated by the different situations we are 
about to meet as one in every way most useful. We will 
begin, then, by drawing from these situations the necessary 
data and appropriate them to our imaginary Division. 

For this purpose, we will say that our head-quarters 
are at Sandra; the 1st Brigade, with 4 squadrons, 2 




batteries, and the Engineer company, at the same place; 
the 2nd Brigade, 2 batteries, and the iiuld -hospital, at 
Pastrengo. 

I will now put the following question : — What disposition 
should the Commandir of the Division, make if the Army 
Order, mentioned on page 1 , reaches him on the night of 
June IZrdl 

My own ideas are as follows :■— 

1st : — " Orders for the 2nd Brigade at Pastrengo. 

"The Division will concentrate at Sandra on the morning 
of the 24th in order to inarch on Castelnovo. 

" The 2nd Brigade will leave Pastrengo at 3 a.m., with the 
artillery and lii.-M-hos|iit!il, and will proceed to Sandra. 

" The ammunition carts and ambulances, as well as the 
regimental transport, will follow immediately in rear of the 
brigade The ammunition column will join them. 

"The rest of the train will march at 6 a.m. to Sandra, 
where it will join the train and baggage of the 1st Brigade. 
The whole will be under the orders of Second Lieutenant A. 

2nd : — " Orders for the 1st Brigade at Sandra. 

" The 1st Infantry Brigade, as well as the Cavalry 
Regiment attached to it, the two batteries and the Engineer 

company, will assemble at am.,* on June 24th, on 

both sides of the high road, to the north of Palazzo Saletto, 
and will hold themselves in readiness to march on Castel- 
novo. The cavalry will be at the head. The ammunition 
waggons and field-hospital will take their usual places 
in the column. 

" The rest of the train and baggage waggons will concen- 
trate at Sandra at 7 a.m., where the train of the 2nd 
Brigade has orders to join them. Lieutenant X. will take 
command of the whole train. He will await orders from the 
Divisional Staff to continuo the march." 

Wo know, from the information mentioned on page xvii. of 
the introduction, that Oastelnovo is already occupied by a 
detachment of the Vth Corps. We may be certain that this 
fraction will await the arrival of the Reserve Division ; so 
the latter has no need for any special precautions to 
ensure security whilst on the march to Castelnovo. 



It will bo sufficient to send an officer with a few troopers 
in that direction, so that tho Division may be informed 
of what is going on in front, and receive all news of the 
enemy as quickly as possible. 

Moreover, as he need not apprehend any collision with 
the enemy, the Commander, with part of his Division under 
bis hand at Sandra, can direct any order of march that he 
thinks convenient. He might thus commence the advance 
with the 1st lirigade, directly the 2nd Brigade approaches 
the rendezvous. 

It is possible, however, tli;it the rletai-hment of the Vth 
Corps may be obliged to leave C'astelnovo before the head of 
the Reserve Division arrives there. A certain measure of 
prudence is therefore necessary. If, then, the Commander 
of the Division wishes to make provision for all contingencies, 
he will do well to detail an advanced guard in readiness to 
head the march, the more so, that an advanced guard 
can be formed at Sandra without loss of time. 

I would, therefore, place at the head of the column, the 
Cavalry Regiment, the 1st Regiment of Infantry, a battery, 
and the company of Engineers. These troops, if need arise, 
will form the advanced guard under the Commander 
of the 1st Brigade. It will be well to leave a considerable 
distance between these troops and the remainder of the Divi- 
sion ; for, if circumstances arise to necessitate the formation 
of an advanced guard, such circumstances may present them- 
selves at any moment. 

The main body of the Division will march in tho following 

2nd Regiment (3 battalions). 

3 Batteries. 

2nd Brigade. 
The 1st Brigade, leaving its cantonments later than the 
2nd Brigade, takes the hoad of the column ; but it is neces- 
sary that thp 2nd brigade should foUow without any 
interval, directly it arrives at Sandra. The time at which 
the 1st Brigade should reach the place of assembly for the 
Division depends then on the distance from Pastrengo 
to Sandra, and must be regulated accordingly. [This is 
distance of 2£ miles. The 2nd Brigade leaves Pastrengo 




at 



3 a.m., and will reach Sandra at 4, at which time the 1st 
Brigade .should be ready to march.] 

Let ua now consult the Austrian Staff History to find out 
how the Reserve Division actually moved. 

" The Staff of the Division aud Benko's Brigade, marching 
" in a single column, left Pastrengo at 3 a.m. They were 
"joined, in passing through Sandra, by Weimar's Brigade, 
" which was put in motion at 5 a.m.* The movement on 
" Castelnovo was continued in three columns; 2 battalions 
"and a troop of Uhlans, belonging to the Vth Corps, occu- 
"pying that place until the arrival of the heads of the 
"columns of the Reserve Division. 

"About 6.30 a.m., Weimar's Brigade reached Castelnovo, 
" with Bcuko's Brigade dose up." 

From this extract we see that the dispositions proposed 
for our imaginary Division are partially realised by those of 
the Austrian lieserve Division. There is, however, this 
difference, that our Division moved from Sandra in one 
column and not in three. 

This fact produces new considerations, which it is neces- 
sary to examine in order to ascertain if the Austrian disposi- 
tions were preferable to ours. 

First of all. — "What advantages were gained ay moving 
the Reserve .Division, in several columns ? " 

It is incontestable that a march conducted by different 
roads offer real advantages. The troops march more easily, 
the length of the column is less, a matter of much impor- 
tance when large bodies follow one behind the other ; and 
the broader the front on which the march is made, the more 
rapid is the deployment of the troops. The breadth of 
front, however, has always a limit. It should not be so far 
extended as to isolate any one of the columns, forthismight 
prove a danger to the whole. It is also possible that the 
detachment of the Vth Corps may be forced to evacuate 
Castclnovo, and that the Reserve Division may be attacked 
soon after it leaves Sandra ; it ought, therefore, to be ready 

hours to march I'ri'in E'lisireiiL/.. i„ SuMiia. ui r. aj mil,:i-. Hi: should havo 

tiiTuvil liufo/u I. iimi Wt'iiiiiirV 1r |is, L]', u- sura I ..n ihil-i; 2, lli.'.y 

rivulwoi.l On/it tii'iu i:l' iih:-^iiihl.'.- hy ll:i- iIi^iilihl I'i.iiil 1'h,.lilj]j^.i Lo Sundra, 



to fight, and a forward march on the broadest possible [rout 
appears justified. 

On the other hand, the nature of the theatre of war in 
upper Italy generally confines the inarching columns to roads 
winding between high hedges, which, so U> speak, are nothing 
more than a series of defiles. It is necessary then to divide 
even such small detachments as brigades into several columns, 
the configuration of the ground facilitating turning move- 
ments and flank attacks. A normal formation for the 
march, however suitable it may be under certain conditions, 
is not applicable to every case. What principles should be 
observed and what disregarded depends on the nature of 
the ground and the circumstances. 

However, despite these considerations, which are not with- 
out weight, I should make no change in the orders 1 have 
given for the march of the Division in a single column. I 
think it very unlikely that it will be attacked before it 
roaches Castelnovo, for up to the time of departure 
from Sandri, the approach of the enemy has not been 
reported, and as I have not been informed to the contrary, the 
detachment of the Vth Corps must be still at Castelnovo. 
Besides, I can only debouch from Castelnovo in a single 
column, the nature of that place lending itself better to this 
combination than to any other (vide Map No. 2). * I have 
good reason then for making my troops march in a single 
column from the very commencement of the forward move- 
ment ; and, at the same time, in this formation control is 
easier and cohesion assurod. But I must take care that the 
1st Brigade sets out from its cantonments in sufficient time 
so as not to check the march of the 2nd ; and that all the 
troops follow the high road from Sandra to Castelnovo, 
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whereby the march will be easier than by the Valperara 

any other country road. 

The length of a column marching on a single road is not 
a serious inconvenience in so small a force as a single 
division. Moreover, the advantage which accrues from a 
march in several columns is much diminished by the d"" 
culties which country roads present, and the detours they 
render necessary. 

The second point to consider is the duration of the march. 

Let us follow the march of Weimar's Brigade on the map 
(No. 2). 

It leaves Sandra at 5 a.m. and arrives complete at 
Castelnovo at 6.30 a.m. Furthor on, it is said that the head 
of Benko's Brigade is close up at the same hour. Weimar's 
Brigade can therefore commence to deploy at 6.30 a.m. 

Whereabouts in Sandra was the rendezvous of Weimar's 
Brigade we do not know. I should have established it in 
front, that is to say, to the south of the town. But the 
hedges do not always leave free the necessary space for the 
concentration of large bodies of troops, especially in Italy, 
and the locality assigned for a rendezvous might have to be 
fixed elsewhere, — a little to the west of the town, for 
instance. The distance from Sandra to the nearest houses 
of Castelnovo is 3,500 paces ; tho head ought to arrive, 
therefore, in 35 minutes, 11, and we may now consider how 
long it will take the whole brigade to deploy. 

Weimar's Brigade was composed of the 36th Rifles, 
three Battalions of the Degenfeld Regiment, the 4th Paum- 
gatteu Battalion, five companies of the 4th Battalion 
Maroicic Regiment, and a battery of eight 9-pounders. 

The main column followed the high road. To preserve 
unity of command, I should have composed it of the three 
Degenfeld battalions, and the battery; have sent the two 
4th Battalions by one of the two country roads, under one 
leader, and have handed over the other road to the Rifles. 
These two country roads would be used as the flanks of the 
main column arc thereby secured. 

The length of the main column may be calculated as 
follows : — 




3 battalions, 400 paces each 

1 battery of 8 guns = BUU „ 

2 secfcionsofa hospital i k-i rich m cut = 400 „ * 
If the column is preceded by an advanced guard, we 

must add the distance between the point aud the head, 
plus the distance from the main body, this might be about 
1,000 paces ; in all, a total length of 3,200 paces. 

The deployment of the main column would be completed 
at about 6.7 a.m., [i.e., it would take 1 hour 7 minutes for 
the hospital detachment to reach Caatelnovo at the rate of 
100 paces per minute]. It is not necessary to calculate if 
the lateral columns can arrive at Castelnovo within the 
same time, but it is very seldom that three roads, leaving 
the same point, are of the same length, aud practicable 
to the same degree. This explains the statement in the 
Austrian Staff History that Weimar's Brigade, leaving 
Sandra at 5 a.m. in three columns, arrived complete at 
Castelnovo about 6.30 a.m., that is to say, between 6.15 
and 6.30. 

Even if it had marched in a single column, the march of the 
whole brigade might have been finished very nearly withiu 
the same time, for the three battalions which formed the 
lateral columns would not have extended the length of the 
main column by more than 1,500 paces. The march, in 
that case, would have lieun cumjilctcd at- 0.19 a.m. 

It is always better to represent the circumstances 
exactly, for if we had found that the column of not more 
than 6,000 men and 8 guns took over an hour and a quarter 
to traverse a distance of 3,500 paces and deploy, we should 
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iiave been compelled to ascertain what special difficulties it 
had to overcome, and to consider them in our calculations. 

The head of the column is not forbidden to quicken its 
pace during the march, hut it is mott important to prevent 
all hurry, unless there is urgent need, durinij the deployment. 



EXEKCISE II. 
Defensive Dispositio 

The Austrian Staff History relates that Castelnovo was 
occupied by two battalions and a troop of Uhlans of the 
Vth Corps, who were to remain there until the arrival of 
the Reserve Division. This raises the Following question : — 

Mow should this detach ment act in case the enemy debouches 
by tke road which descends Monte CricJ, before the arrival 
of tke Reserve Division 1 

It ia clear, first of all, that the detachment should employ 
all its Btreugth in watching and securing the approaches to 
Castelnrrvo. The latter will lie difficult, if the commander 
confines himself merely to the defence of the town itself. 
The enemy, once master of Monte Beroldo, commands the 
greater part of Castelnovo, at least so far as we can judge 
from the map. 

The mission of the detachment, i.e., to maintain itself in 
Castelnovo until the arrival of the Reserve Division, cannot 
be fulfilled, then, unless ihc heights in front, that is to say, 
to the south of the town, are strongly held. These 
include Monte Beroldo, Muntu Magret.to, and a small hill 
(330) situated about 300 paces west of the high road. That 
these heightB should be held, is the more necessary, 
as the commander of the detachment has been informed 
that the march of the Hi'-serve Division beyond Castelnovo 
will be in a southerly direction. 

We will now inquire what points should be occupied. 
The heights east of the high road are the most 
essential to the maintenance of the position ; but, on the 
other side, the small hill to the west cannot be left 
to itself, for an enemy, superior in numbers, could 
penetrate from that side into Castelnovo, if he could once 



compel the detachment to surrender the group of heights 
to the east which constitute the principal position. The 
small hill forms, as it were, the first barrier north of 
the Monte Magretto, and, if it should fall into the 
enemy's hands, the Reserve Division would be obliged to 
re-capture it, in order to clear the way for its march 
on Olioai. 

For a serious resistance, then, the detachment must be 
disposed along Monte Magretto and on the hill west 
of the road. 

If the enemy should succeed in carrying this line, or any 
part of it, the Commander of the detachment, after having 
employed every available man to maintain it, ought to try 
and hold Monte Beroldo and Castelnovo as long as possible, 
for the more ground he loses, the more difficult will be the 
march of the Reserve Division. As to what the detachment 
would do after the loss of all these positions, it is difficult 
to predict ; it depends on tha turn the fight takes. 

It is sufficient to lay down the following general idea: — 
Energetic defence of the first line with the whole strength 
available, and, if beaten back, to try and hold on as long as 
possible to Monte Beroldo and Castelnovo. 

An attack on Castelnovo, from the west, that is, from the 
side of Peschiera, need not be anticipated, for the town is 
covered on that side by the fortress ami its garrison. 

Reasoning thus, if I were the Commander of the detach- 
ment, I should make the following dispositions : — 

1st. The til's t battalion (each battalion supposed to have 
eight companies) will occupy Monte Magretto with sis 
companies, four in first line, and two in second ; the two 
remaining companies will occupy the hill west of the high 
road. 

2nd. The second battalion and the troop of Uhlans will 
form a third line on the northern slope of Monte Beroldo, a 
short distance from the point, where the road crosses it. 

3rd. Shelter-trenches will be dug by the first battalion 
for the protection of the first line, and on Monte Beroldo 
by the second battalion. The latter will also put in a state 
of defence the farms south of Castelnovo, and will occupy 
with a company the bridge over the Tione. 
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4th. An officer will proceed with three troopers to Monte 
Collina, 1,200 yards south-west of the town, to watch the 
country in the direction of the Mincio. 

The first line of defence measures 750 yards from end to 
end. It can he held for a long time, thanks to its com- 
manding position above the whole of the plain, and to the 
difficulty of a turning movement outside rifle range. Under 
auch conditions two battalions can hold fast against an 
enemy much superior in numbers.* 

If it is thought necessary, however, to occupy the 
advanced line more strongly from the outset, tho lie of the 
ground alone can suggest the course to follow, and this could 
only be practically determined by a personal survey of the 
locality. 

Putting aside, then, the smaller features of the ground, 
dispositions for a stronger occupation may be made in 
various ways. For instance, the whole of the first battalion 
might occupy Monte .Uagreilo, forming its own second line ; 
two companies of the second battalion hold the hill west of 
the road ; and the remaining six companies of this battalion 
form the third line. Or again, six companies of the first 
battalion on Monte Magrotto ; four companies of the second 
battalion on the hill west of the road ; and two companies of 
the first battalion, with four of the second, in third line. 
But in any case it would be impossible to put more than 
ten companies in the first line, for the third line would be 
then too weak. 

Tho distance of the third from the first line 
measures about 700 paces. Its position on the northern 
slopes of Monte Beroldo is, therefore, only temporary, for 
to have it in hand at the decisive moment, it must be 
brought nearer to the first Hue. The heights occupied 
command the ground in front) the dispositions of the 
enemy will soon show whether the maas of his force is 
directed against our light or left wing. It should be, then, 
easy enough to bring the third lino, or a portion of it, up 
to the threatened point ; and, also, to move it under cover 
and outside the zone of fire. On the other hand, this 
course would be impracticable if, for instance, the third line 
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were disposed from the outset behind Monte Magretto, and 
had afterwards, under the enemy's fire, to pass over to the 
other side and take post behind the hill west of the road. 

The position of the third line on the northern slopes of 
Monte Beroldo is only taken up for the sake of cover, for, 
as wo have already indicated, the struggle must bo fought 
out ou the advanced line. 

It ia possible, moreover, that a detachment will be 
required to guard the southernmost farms of Castelnovo, 
fi.r wcr must consider whether, if the enemy seizes the heights 
west of the road, the defenders will still be able to occupy 
the entrance of the town and to hold their ground there ? 
Here is another question for solution, and we may say that 
it will be feasible if the protection of the combatants is 
assured by the occupation of the heights east of the road, 
and if preparations have been made for a step by step 
defence of the town. The occupation of the buildings in 
the section to be do fended is consequently a matter of some 
importance, but we must guard against weakening tho first 
line of defence too much. A company may be employed here. 
It should be sufficient to arrest tho first rush of the enemy's 
infantry against the two farms hero situated, if they are put 
in a thorough state of defence. 

The position of the Uhlaus in third line demands an 
explanation. The cavalry, nei-onliug to the universal rule, 
ought to be pushed as far as possible to the front, in order 
to report the enemy's movements. But the situation with 
which we are now concerned justifies the exception. The 
enemy, having crossed the Mincio, will debouch from the 
west. The detachment, consequently, watching him with- 
out being seen may find opportunity of falling on his 
left flank, and of surprising him on the march. But on the 
other hand, if all tho Uhlans ate sent in tho direction of the 
enemy, there is every possibility that they may be driven 
back. The enemy, in that case, will not be slow in 
discovering tho presence of the detachment at Castelnovo. 
This must be avoided at all costs. One or two small 
patrols may be sent out to the front, but that is all ; and f 
should direct them to retreat by the Poschiera road. 

y note another point which cannot be gone into 





It goes without Baying that the commander of the 
detachment should be informed of everything which occurs 
to the front. 

In any case, the loss of a few troopers will do no harm to 
the detachment, and if proper dispositions have been made 
the force will he ready to receive the euemy. The troops 
employed in the first line should bivouac during the night 
either on, or in the close vicinity of, their fighting position. 
The third line, on the other hand, may bo cantoned in 
Castelnovo, but in readiness to turn out at the first alarm. 

The disposition of the outposts under the circumstances 
is a special problem ; we leave the solution to the reader. 

[It cannot be too often repeated that war presents a 
constant succession of problems to be solved, not only by the 
superior leaders, but by every officer in command of troops, 
no matter how small his charge may be. 

For the solution of these problems, no fixed rules oan belaid 
down, and very few general principles, for every single situa- 
tion varies. But much can be doue by individual effort ; and 
following the example of the most famo us soldiers, aconstant 
study of actual situations and the practice of dealing with 
actual facts, of framing resolutions to meet and overcome 
difficulties, will render sound principles familiar and train 
the mind to the main business of war, i.e., quick decision and 
judicious action. It is true that theory din never take the place 
of practice ; but this method of study, if conscientiously 
followed out, forms an excellent preparation for field 
manceuvres, and will largely enhance their value. Tr.] 



EXERCISES III. 

Dispositions of t/te Division at Castelnovo. 

To go back to our imaginary Division. About 6.30 a.m. 

it arrives at Castelnovo. The Army order runs as follows : — 

" When the whole Army is in movement, the Reserve 

Division will advance on Oliosi." 

Directly he arrives at Castelnovo, the Commander of the 
Division sends the following despatch to Army Head 
Quarters :— 



"The head of my division has reaobed the north entrance 
of Castelnovo (6.35 a.m.) ; no news of the enemy at 



The commander will now have to ask himself the following 
question : — 

How shall I dispose my force so as to be able to march 
on Olioxi directly I receive the order to do so ? 

The defile formed by the town should be rapidly traversed, 
and ibe Division formed up on the other side, ready to 
advance. 

We may first remark that some time must elapse before 
the order to move forward arrives from Army Head- 
Quartors. Keeping in view the role assigned to the Eeserve 
Division in the battle to come, it is necessary to take every 
precaution to conceal from the enemy the presence of the 
Division at Castelnovo. The Commander will, therefore, at 
once examine the ground to the north ; here a fold of ground, 
there the town itself, will furnish the necessary cover; but to 
the south a glance at the map will show that a hostile patrol 
can see from Monte Cricol any body of troops advancing 
along the Castelnovo road from the point where it joins the 
Peschiera highway. It is, therefore, between that point 
and Monte Beroldo that the defenders of Castelnovo must 
seek cover. 

The Commander of the Division will send at the same 
time a staff officer to examine the ground in front, in order 
to gain information as to the amount of cover that can be 
obtained to the south of the town, on the neighbouring 
heights, and more than all, as to the number of troops which 
can be hidden there. 

If we may judge by the map, there is space enough 
between Monte Magretto and Monte Beroldo {north of 
Giardiniere) for the regiment of Uhlans; to the east, between 
the two hills, and as far as the Tiono, there is room for 2 
battalions ; lastly, on the north and east slopes of Mont« 
Beroldo there is room for 4 battalions and 2 batteries. So 
the whole Brigmle, perhaps a little cramped, can find cover. 

The Commander of our Division will, ihurcfure, give the 
order for the 1st Brigade (6 battalions and 2 batteries) 
to pass through the town and establish itself behind the 




heights situated to the east of the road, thus preserving 
the order of march. 

Whether the bridge over the Tione, at the exit from 
Castelnovo, is visible from Monte Cricol, can only be ascer- 
tained on the spot. Supposing it is visible, the column in 
that case must leave the high-road before reaching the 
bridge, cross the Tione, which does not here form an effective 
obstacle, and gain the position assigned to it without 
being seen. The Engineer company may perhaps be usefully 
employed here. 

The 2nd Brigade should be kept in as compact order as 
possible. There is no need for it to deploy if nothing is 
discovered of the enemy. Later on, it will have to continue 
its march by the high-road in a single column. It can, 
therefore, keep for the time its formation in column of 
route, and rest until it guts the order to advance. 

We may remark here that it is not usual to allow 
columns on the march to rest on the roads at the outskirts 
of a town, for the men may be tempted to leave the ranks. 
But there is no danger of indiscipline if the 2nd Brigade does 
not pass through the town, but goes round to the east in 
descending into the valley. The order of march for con- 
tinuing the advance must be such that the column 
may be ready at any moment to take order of battle 
(advanced guard : flank detachments : lateral patrols). 

Further, when the leading brigade moves forward, 
whether in one or two columns, it will take some time 
before the advanced guard gains the necessary distance. 
A simple calculation shows that if the 2nd Brigade, left 
temporarily on the north of Castelnovo, commences its 
advance on Oliosi at the same time as the 1st, which is on 
the south side, it will have to halt several minutes on the 
southern outskirts of Castelnovo before the rear of the 
1st begins to move. 

The 2nd Brigade, therefore, should not enter the town 
directly the advance burins but must halt on the north side 
until it can march without check or interruption. 

Turning to the Austrian Staff History, we read with 
regard to the intentions of the Commaniler of the Keserve 
Division that "The Commandei of the Division made 
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Weimar's Brigade take post to the north of the town, 
and Benko's to the south." 

We see here that our dispositions coincide with those 
actually taken. One brigade moved to the south of the 
town, the other remained north of it. That the brigade on 
the north side should remain in column of route or that 
it should deploy, if such had been the idea of the Commando r 
of the Reserve Division, is not a very essential difference. 

It is curious however, that Weimar's Brigade was 
posted on the north side and Benito's on the south ; for 
Weimar's Brigade, by * tart hi:-' from Saiiilrsi, hud the shortest 
march and was, therefore, the first to arrive at Castelnovo. 
It would have been far simpler and much more rational if it 
bad passed through the town and established itself on the 
other side. This idea, which naturally arises, is so simple 
that it cannot have escaped the Commander of the Division. 
If he made other dispositions, he must have had other views. 
We cannot, therefore, rind fault with his dispositions until 
we have ascertained by what reasons lie was actuated. 
To do this, let ub consider the composition of the troops. 
1st, Benko's Brigade is the strongest. It is composed 
of 7 battalions and one 12-pr. battery, i.e., 6,145 combatants. 
Weimar's brigade has only 5£ battalions and one 9-pr. 
battery, in all 3,167 combatants. 

We may suppose that the plan of battle was to hold 
the first line as long as possible. It is, then, very natural 
to employ in the first line the strongest brigade. 

If any doubt remains that this was exactly what the 
Commander of the Reserve Division had in view, we must 
look elsewhere for the motives of his dispositions. In 
studying military history, we have to take into account 
circumstances of infinite variety. The reader may well 
learn to examine closely into all the conditions of a given 
Situation ; there are always means of doing so. In fact, 
we must not only reckon the number of battalions, of 
squadrons and of combatants, we must also take count of 
their organization and of the elements of which tbey are 
composed. 

Before concluding our observations, we may remark that 
would be advantageous if the 1st Brigade of our imaginary 
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Division were informed, before passing through the town, 
bow it is to continue its advance, so that it might make 
a suitable grouping of the elements which ( 
This will be dealt with in the next exercise. 



EXEECISE IV. 

Dispositions for continuing the. March of the Division 
on Oliori. 

The Austrian Stuff' History says : — 

"At that moment (about 6.30) firing was heard in the 
" direction of Pesehiera (Weimar's Brigade had already 
"arrived at Castelnovo and the leading troops of 
" Benko's Brigade were close up). About seven o'clock, 
" when Benko's Brigade was in the act of passing through 
" Castelnovo, artillery fire was also heard in the direction 
"of Oliosi and of San ttocco di I'alazzolo." 

"The Archduke Albert ordered the Reserve Division to 
11 move forward at once and march on Oliosi." 

How should the advance of our imaginary Division be 
carried out i 

The Cavalry, 1st Infantry Brigade, two batteries, and the 
company of Engineers are south, the 2nd Brigade, two 
batteries, the field hospital and ammunition columns, north 
of Castelnovo. 

So far as one can judge from the map, the road crosses, 
to the south of the railway, a plateau on which, to the 
east, along the Tione Valley, rises the Palazzo Alzarea 
ridge, and, on the west, a series of low hills known as the 
Moretta Heights. These two chains of hills, which are about 
1,950 yards apart, are connected by Monte Cricol, which 
is perpendicular to the road, and by the Mongabia ridge. 
We can see at a glance that if the advance is made 
by the high-road, it will be necessary to occupy the 
heights which commence near Alzarea and also the hills 
which stretch from Contrada dci Maschi to Moretta and 
beyond. The nature of the country renders it necessary 
that the main column should follow the high-road and 
the lateral columns the parallel ridges. But the ridge to 
the east of the high-road is so close, that the advanced 
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guard of the main column could furnish the necessary 
troops on that side without losing touch with them. 

We will now ask, what- should >»■ the stn'-ivjth of the column 
wAic/t is to advance by Cmttruda dti Mitscki'i Should one 
brigadefollow the high-road and the other march on ContradaJ 

Now, the high-road from Caste lnovo to Monte 
Cricol appears to me the most important, as it is the 
line of retreat. My first duty, therefore, is to hold it as 
-long as possible, so as to maintain coomiunicatioo with the 
Vth Corps. 

The main body of the Division would, therefore, follow the 
high road, and 1 would dispose my troops as follows : — 

The march on Oliosi will be made in two columns. 
The first (main body and advanced guard) will follow the 
Castelnovo-Valpizone Road ; the second (right flanking 
detachment) will pass through Le Fontane, Contrada, 
and Moretta, and will then follow the line of heights 
between Feliona and Burato. The advanced guard, 
strength as follows : — 

2 1 squadrons, 

1st Regiment of Infantry, 

1 battery, 
Engineer Company, 

will proceed under the command of the officer command- 
ing 1st Brigade. One battalion will march on the left flank, 
along the crest of the heights between Palazzo Alzarea 
and Mongabia. 

The main body will consist of : — 

The 2nd Infantry Brigade, 

2 batteries, 
1 troop, 

The Hospital detachment. 
It will follow the advanced guard at a distance of 600 
paces. The right flanking column will be composed of: — 
1 squadron, 

2nd Infantry Regiment, 
1 battery. 
It will send out patrols, and reconnoitre the country as 
far as the Mincio. 

The ammunition column will remain on the north side 




of Castelnovo, in readiness to move. An officer with ten 
men from the troop attached to the main body, will be 
sent to the left bank of the Tione to keep up om- 
tnunications with the Vtli Corps, to receive intelligence from 
it and to forward it to the Division. This officer receives 
instructions direct from an officer of the Divisional staff. 
(See Ex. V.) 

All troops of the 1st Brigade south of Castelnovo, and 
those intended to form the right column, will cross the 
highroad and form up on the west side of it in column of 
route, so as nut to delay the march of the 2nd Brigade 
when the order to advance is given. 

We will now see how the Austrian Reserve Division 
actually advance. The official account states : — 

"The whole of the Reserve Division marched in two 
lines, each of three columns. 

" In the iirst line was IVnko'i Brigade. The right column 
(1st Battalion Hoherdohe) marched on Contrada dei 
Maschi; the centre (37th Rifles, 6th Field Battery, 
1st 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the Frontier Regi- 
ment), followed the highway. The left column (2nd 
and 4th Battalions Hohonlohu) was ordered to advance 
by Palazzo Fcrnri along the Tione, but inclined too much 
to the loft, and got in rear of the Vth Corps, which 
moved from Sau Giorgio in Salici on San Rocco di 
Palazzolo. In second line, and at half an hour's interval, 
came Weimar's Brigade. It left at Castelnovo the 4th 
Battalion of the Maroicic Begin ion t, the ammunition 
column, and all the train. The 2nd Battalion and the 
Cth Company of the Dcgenfcld Regiment formed the 
right column; the 1st Battalion Degenfold (minus the 6th 
Company), the 4th Battalion I'auiogarteu, the 36th Rifles, 
and the 6th Field Battery, teemed the centre column ; 
and lastly, the 3rd Battalion Degenfeld marched on the 
left flank along the Tione." 

In comparing these dispositions with our own, the first 
thing tliat strikes us is the interval between the two 
brigades: — "Weimar's Brigade followed lienko's at half an 
hour's interval." In my opinion, that interval wan due to 
the observance of a maxim which was much approved in 1866, 



via., that the reserve — Weimar's Brigade may be considered 
as such — should be at a certain distance from the main 
body or first line. Nbw-a-days an advanced guard marches 
at a certain distance in front, and all the other troops 
follow in close column. Thus, when the advanced guard 
becomes engaged, the whole of the remainder form the 
reserve and are in the hand of the Commander of the whole 

The orders for the march of our imaginary Division 
were framed in accordance with the rules that are now 
accepted. 

The principal part of Benko's Brigade, which led the way, 
took the high road, as we did, and also utilized the track 
leading to Contrada dei Maschi. At first one battalion 
alone had been sont along that road ; but if we add the 
force detached from Weimar* Brigade, which was also 
ordered in the same direction, we have the strength of the 
right column, namely, -,\ battalions.* Wo sent in that direc- 
tion 3 battalions, 1 battery and 1 squadron. Benko had 
also detached a column of 2 battalions to the left wing, 
which explains why he was unable to strengthen the right. 

The battalion we ordered to march on Palazzo Alzarea 
belonged to the advanced guard. We can hardly deter- 
mine if a similar measure ought to havo been taken by the 
Austrian advanced guard. 

The main difference between our dispositions and 
those actually made consists in the detachment of the 2 bat- 
talions Hohenlolie along the left, bank of tho Tionc towards 
Palazzo Ferari. With what motive were these 2 battalions 
thus detached f From the very commencement of the 
march, there would he undoubtedly a large interval between 
the Reserve Division and the Vth Corps, and the detach- 
ment does away with this interval. Suppose the battle 
took an unfavourable turn and that the Vth Corps were 
checked, this interval might prove fatal ; for, if the enemy 
succeeded in penetrating with superior numbers, he 
would threaten the line of retreat of the Division towards 
Castelnovo, or at least cause serious difficulties, and com- 
promise the communications with the other Corps. 
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Thus, the circumstances which led to this detachment 
are bo complex that it is necessary to examine them most 
carefully. 

Considering all things, I do not think a detachment of 
this kind was necessary, although it may be quite en rigle 
under certain circumstances. My reasons are — 

1st. The Division would he so much extended in 
action, that the troops would escape from 
the hand of the Commander ; and it would 
be far more difficult to n 



2nd. The detachment would encroach on ground 
over which the Vth Corps is marching, and 
which lies within the rayon of the latter. 
3rd. The Reserve Division, as it pained the ground 
to the front, would establish touch with the 
Vth Corps. 
4th. Small bodies of the enemy, penetrating be- 
tween the two parts of tho Austrian Army, 
would incur the greatost possible danger ; 
and if large bodies gained the interval, it 
would be easy to oppose them with the 
troops at hand.* 
However, the disposition of the troops show that Benko 
attached a certain importance to the maintenance of com- 
munication between the Reserve Division and the Vth 
Corps, and also that in the event of battle, it was intended 
to resist, by every means possible, any attempt of the 
enemy to cut the Austrian Army in two. 

Weimar's Brigade, following in second line, was similarly 
divided into three columns. This does not seem necessary ; 
for the advanced Brigade covered the line of march. Nor 
should I have left more than one battalion at Castelnovo with 
the ammunition column. Their best protection lies in 
the forward march of the Division ; and to make certain 

in occupation of SanV j B a nap o? r.o 

more. Ulan iiiiLilesmlniimmi:!- in Ijrvii'lll m™-" I.i.Iwl. .■ lirn;., „fii]„n-h 

onOliosi (BeBeri-n liiin-lwii. nm ,.n tJ„n ii ai ,Mil. Vaiivi-uAi* l.Vtti Uurpa] ; a gap 






of victory, I would have taken with r 
batant* 



(very single < 



I 



EXERCISE V. 

Communication of Orders to the Commanders of the 

Detachments. 
Before proceeding with the narrative of events, let us try 
to work out some details of the situation. 

First of all : — What orders will the Commander of our 
imaginary Division give, for the. march from Castelnovo on 
Oliosi to tke Commanders of the detached columns and 
the Cavalry Megiment ? 

According to the time and means at his disposal, the 
General Officer Cominaivliii^ the Division will assemble his 
aides-de-camp and give them his orders for communication. 
He ought to have previously made a hurried examination 
of the country south of Castelnovo. 

Meanwhile the leading Brigade will pass through Castel- 
novo, and the Commanding Officer will receive the following 
instructions : — 

" As soon as you receive orders to inarch on Oliosi, 
" one regiment of your Brigade, a battery, 
" the company of Engineers, and three 
" squadrons will form up on the high road 
" as the advanced guard of the Division. 
" Colonel X, with the 2nd Regiment, a battery 
"and one squadron, will march with 
" you and will follow, as the right flanking 
" column, the heights of Coutrada dei Maschi. 
" You will form up your Brigade in rear of 
" the heights to the loft of the road." 
The Cavalry Regiment and the 2nd Brigade will at 
the same time receive their orders from the aides-de-camp 
and orderly officers. 
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The orders for the Cavalry Regiment would be : — ■ 

"Three squadrons will march under the orders of 

" the Officer Commanding 1st Brigade ; one 

" troop will be detached to the 2nd Brigade ; 

" this troop to await that Brigade to the south 

" of Castelnovo ; the fourth squadron will 

" march under the orders of Colonel X, com- 

" mauding 2nd Infantry Regiment." 

The Officer Commanding 2nd brigade will receive bis 

orders at the northern entrance to Castelnovo, after having 

ordered his force to rest in column of route. The two 

batteries attached to the Brigade will he in rear of the 

leading battalion. 

The General Officer Commanding Division will then give 
his instructions to Colonel X : — 

" You will command the right flanking column : 

" follow the Contrad;i dei Muschi hills, and keep 

"as far as possible in line with the advanced 

" guard of the Division, which marches on the 

" main road. The country as far as the Mincio 

" will be searched by your cavalry patrols. If 

" you meet the enemy, attack him." 

Meanwhile, a staff officer will give the Cavalry officer 

charged with keeping up communication with the Vth Corps, 

all necessary information. He will inform him how the 

Division marches, and where the Vth Corps is. He will tell 

him that he is expected to keep the General informed of the 

position of the right flank of the Vth Corps, and of whatever 

happens near him. 

Lastly, he will inform the ammunition column that 
when the 2nd Brigade inarches, it is to follow as far as 
the northern entrance of Castelnovo, halt there and await 
further orders. 

I think those are all the dispositions which the circum- 



It is most important that the Officer Commanding 
Brigades and Regiments, as well as those of the detached 
parties, should be previously informed of the views of 
the Commander-in-Chief. 2'kus, they ought to know 
that the army it to remain hidden from view of the enemy 



supposed to be marching eostn-rtrih of ihr- }fincio, and that it 
is proposed to attack the enemy vigorously if met with. They 
ought to know also that the Reserve Division in march- 
ing on Oliosi, Forming the right wing of the army, and that 
the Vth Corps is on its left. 

Regarding the mission eu trusted to the cavalry : Ought 
they to push to the front till they come in touch with the 
enemy, or should they remain us far as /-/isxible hidden from 
view f I would not order them to come into contact with 
the enemy, for, if met with, he has to be attacked 
vigorously, and I should, therefore, do everything to avoid 
attracting his attention. 

But on the other hand, a single hostile vedette posted 
on the top of Monte Cricol, could observe and report 
the advance of my Division. This should be prevented, 
and therefore I think it would he necessary to send the 
Cavalry in front of the column as far as Monte Cricol or 
the line Eenati-Feliona. They could thus prevent the 
enemy's patrols from approaching and observing what is 
happening on this side of the hills. I ought, moreover, to 
lose no time in beginning my march from Castelnovo to 
Oliosi directly I receive tjie order to do so from the Corn- 
man der-m-Cliief. My best plan, therefore, will be to send 
tho Cavalry, during the halt at Castelnovo, not to shelter 
behind Monte MagreUo, but to Monte Cricol itself. 



EXERCISE VI. 



Formations of the dif'-ri-nt Columns Mai /thing on Oliosi. 

It will be interesting to discuss the formation of the 
different columns of our imaginary Division marching from 
Castelnovo to Oliosi. 

In the main column, the advanced guard consists of : — 
1st and 2nd Squadrons, and J of the 3rd Squadron. 
3 Battalions of the 1st Regiment. 
1 Battery. 
Engineer Company. 
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The Cavalry will watch the ground in front. I should 
detail only the three troops of the 3rd Squadron to the 
advanced party. They could furnish a troop for the 
point, a patrol from which would be charged to keep 
touch with the 4th Squadron examining the hills to the 
westward. An officer and 6 troopers would take the track 
to the east which runs along the J'akizzo Alzarea hills, and 
would be charged with the reconnaissance of the Tione 
valley and the ground east of the river. The main body 
of the Cavalry, 2 squadrons, would follow in column of 
route, 400 paces behind the advanced party. 

I should form the rest of the advanced guard as 
follows :— 

Vanguard. 4 Companies of the 1st Battalion. 
t, ■ [4 Companies of the 1st Battalion. 

am ,~ i The Battery. 
° ' |_ 2nd Battalion, & company of Engineers. 

Left flanking detachment :— 

1 Battalion on the Palazzo Alzarea hills, 1 company in 
advance and a small detachment in the valley. The latter 
would be about a half company, and would be charged with 
stopping all civilians that might be met with. If the 
enemy were encountered, the detachment would take post on 
the high ground. 

The main body of the Division would follow by regiments, 
well closed up, one behind the other. The two batteries 
would march in rear of the leading battalion; the field 
hospital would be in rear. A patrol from the Cavalry 
of the main body would explore the li ills on the left flank. 

The right flanking column would consist of : — 
2nd Regiment of Infantry. 
1 Battery. 
4th Squadron. 

Here again the Cavalry would move along the heights 
which detach themselves from Monte Moretta between 
Reuati and Feliona. A half-troop would form an advanced 
party ; a patrol (about 1 officer and 6 troopers) would be sent 
towards the heights west of the CA to reconnoitre the 
Min cio valley and the neigh bo urhood of Pesehiera. 
The advanced guard would be formed of one battalion 
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with one company as vanguard. The main body — two 
battalions — at 600 paces interval, would follow the battery, 
which would march in rear of the vanguard. 

We cannot compare our formations for the march with 
those of tbe Austrian Division. However, we may say that 
the division of Benko's Brigade into three columns seems 
to carry out our idea, at least in the sense that the com- 
munication between the different detachments is well 
maintained. The main column consists of the 37th Rifles, 
the battery, and the Frontier Regiment. The Rifles, the 
best troops for scouting purposes,* are with the advanced 
guard ; the battery heads the remainder of tbe column, 
ready to open fire at long range ; the remainder of tbe 
column is under the special conduct of the Commander. 
The other regiment of the column forms the two lateral 
columns. Its commander marches on the left bank of the 
Tione with two battalions, whilst the third battalion is 
detached to the right. 

The whole formation of the Brigade is thus simple 
and regular. 

Of Weimar's Brigade, which is in second line, the 
Degenfeld Regiment, the only complete regiment in the 
Brigade, is divided nearly proportionally amongst the three 
columns. Tbe battalion of the left column, which has to 
march on Palazzo Alzarca, from its proximity to the main 
column, may be considered as well in touch with it. How- 
ever, I should have adopted another formation, unless special 
and unforeseen circumstances prevented me from doing so. 
Keeping the Degenfeld Regiment and the battery in the 
main column, I would have sent the Rifles ami the 
9th Paumgarten Battalion to form the lateral columns. 
But such a sub-division is dependent en the capacity of the 
subordinate Connnandera and the efficiency of the troops, 
of neither of which can we form any opinion. It may also 
be the effect of chance, as, for example, if a battalion had 
been already split up and sent in different directions. 

What wero the circum^tiuic.es which dictated the formation 





of Weimar'p Brigade? As I have already said, it is im- 
possible to determine. One company of the 1st Degenfeld 
Battalion followed the 2nd Battalion. This may have been 
due to chance, for it is possible that, tin; company had been 
detached to tho right of the rendezvous, and was thus 
obliged to join the troops do tailed for tho right column. 



EXERCISE VII. 

Length, of the March, and time taken by the different 

Columns to Deploy. 

Before turning once more to the Austrian Staff History, 

I will work out the lenr/tk of my imaginary Division on the 

march, and the lime necessary for its deployment, deducting 

the cavalry sent on in advance. 

The main column consists of 9 battalions, 3 batteries, 
1 company of Engineers, and the Hospital detachment. 
Deducting from it the Battalion of the 1st Regiment 
marching on Palazzo Alzarea and flanking the column to 
the left, only 8 Infantry Battalions remain. 

In calculating the Battalion as on a war footing, and 
adding the necessary distances between the different 
Echelons, tho led horses and the ammunition and ambulance 
waggons, I should allow a length of 400 paces ; to a 
battery 500, to the Engineer company 150, and to the 
Hospital detachment 2(30 puces. If tho troops follow one 
another without interruption, this calculation would give : — 

8*Battalious at 400 paces 3,200 paces. 

3 Batteries at 500 „ 1,500 „ 

Engineer Comjiauy 150 „ 

Hospital Detachment ... ... 260 „ 

Total ... 5,110 paces.* 

To this total must be added the distances between the 

main body and the advanced guard, and between the 

different echelon/: of the advanced guard. These distances 

always depend on the end in view, which, in this case is t 

• Beo Note 1 on page 7. 






attack the enemy as vigorously aa possible whenever he is 
met frith. I Bhould place the advanced party of Infantry 
300 paces in front of the rest of the vanguard, and the latter 
400 paces in front of the main guard. Then I should allow 
between the advanced guard and the main body a distance 
of about 600 paces. These distances give a total of 1,300, 
which added to 5,110 panes for the length of the column as 
calculated above, gives the total length of the main column 
as 6,440 paces. 

So, when the head of the Infantry reaches Monte Cricol 
the last battalion of the column will be leaving Caatelnovo. 
The deployment of the whole force in several lines would 
take 60 minutes or thereabouts.* 

The calculation (if the length of the right column is as 
follows : — 

3 Battalions at 400 paces ... = 1,200 paces 
1 Battery at 500 „ ... = 500 „ 
Intervals = 1,100 „ 



Total 



2,800 paces 



Consequently, when the head of the right column reaches 
the road from Ueniiti to Feliona, its rear would be crossing 
the railway to the north of the Fontane, and its deployment 
in two lines, if ordered, would take nearly half an hour. 

The great loss of time necessitated by the deployment of 
the two columns, naturally raises the question, whether this 
time could be abridged, luat if so, by what meant 1 

We could of course put the ammunition and ambulance 
waggons in rear of the column and thereby diminish its 
length. But this is applicable only to the 2nd Brigade ; 
for the waggons belonging to the 1st Brigade must 
follow in rear of the advanced guard (1st Regiment), 
and in rear of the right flanking column (2nd Regiment). 

• li.HO paces is, in mum; I l ■. 1 1 3 . i ■ ■. ■ I ■- . -"..Sin yard*, iifty yml:- i-liort of tbrea milee. 
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If the waggons are at aome distance from the troops, we are 
at once obliged to consider the question of their arrival, or 
otherwise, on the scene of action, when required. In any 
case the plan suggested to be adopted by the 2nd Brigade 
effects a saving of only one or two minutes. 

Generally speaking, a real saving of time can only be 
looked for in the formation of a large number of columns. 
Would it not, thurtf'ore, lit- Utter to form our Division into three 
columns, rather than two, and to assign the Palazzo Aharea 
road to a separate column ? 

It would be imprncti cable to send more then a single 
Infantry Regiment, (throe Battalions) by this route, and, 
according to the disposition suggested for our imaginary 
Division, a battalion is already on this road. If I take 
two other battalions from the main body and move them 
also on Palazzo Alzarea, we shall only save seven or eight 
minutes in the deployment uf the main body of the Division, 
which will take from 52 to f>3 minutes instead of 60.* 

This saving of time, although very small, might be 
most important under certain exceptional conditions, but 
such a disposition of the Division would have very great 
disadvantages. If the heads of the three columns en- 
countered the enemy, the three infantry regiments would 
become engaged at the same time, and the Commander of 
the Division would then retain only one regiment in reserve 
Moreover, the ]'»lam> Alxarea road is a very difficult one, 
and the country is so close that there is no space for the 
deployment of three battalions in order of battle. 

I may, perhaps, be met with the objection that orders 
have been issued to attack the enemy whenever met with 
and as vigorously as possible But to this I should reply : — ■ 
It is uot known where the enemy is, nor in what direction 
he will employ his troops. As a general rule, moreover, 
columns are only divided whon the time necessary for 
deployment can be sensibly decreased. In this case the 
saving of time is insignificant. 

I consider, therefore, that the dispositions which I have 
made sound, viz., the formation of two independent columns 



and of a flanking detachment, drawn from the advanced guard 
of the main column, and moving by the Palazzo Alzarea 

If an engagement ensues, the heads of the two columns 
remain in touch with each other ; the conduct of the fight 
in the first line can be directed by the Commander of the 
1st Brigade, whilst the 2nd Brigade forms a reserve in 
compact order, under the hand of the Divisional Com- 
mander, ready for immediate action. 



EXERCISE VIH. 



Dispositions lii be taken if the. Enemy reaches Monte Cried 
be/ore tlie Division arrives. 
The official account says : — 

"About 7.30 a.m. Major-General Benko, at the head of 
the centre column, arrived at the foot of Monte Cricol, 
and ascending the height near Mongabia, saw in the 
valley his advanced gnard closely engaged with the 
enemy. It was the advanced guard of Hirtori's Division, 
commanded by General Villahermosa. General Beuko 
immediately ordered his troops to advance. The 37th 
Rifles sent two companies to Moute Cricol, two to Monga- 
bia, and two to the hill near that hamlet.* The 9th 
Battory took up a position on Monte Cricol. The Frontier 
Regiment detached iwu companies of the 3rd Battalion as 
escort to the battery, deployed in first line its 1st and 
2nd Battalions, and held hack the remaining two compa- 
nies of the 3rd Battalion in reserve." 
If the Reserve Division had had any cavalry attached 
to it and had sent them in advance, it would have been 
impossible that the presence of the enemy would not have 
been discovered before he had arrived within 700 or 800 
paces, although Monte Cricol lay between the two forces. 

When a Division has no cavalry, in order that the 
enemy may not be encountered unexpectedly, staff officers 
and aides-de-camp must be sent forward bo reconnoitre. 




Now we will put this question: — What is tobedoTieif 
•airy tent out to reconnoitre, reports the approach of 
the enemy whil*' (he '•<i/>.tniiis "/ r,ur riwuiiniu-ii Division are. 
Mill on the march ? To this the only answer is : — Try 
and reach Monte Cricol before the enemy. 

Perhaps the cavalry might succeed in checking the 
enemy's advance, if they were in sufficient force, or if 
they threatened his left flank, for, as a rule, troops 
on the march become paralysed, at least for the moment, 
wheu they see the enemy threatening their flank with part 
of his forces. The disastrous impression produced by the 
thought, "The eneroy is turning our left flank," or, "We 
are out-flanked on the left," is indisputable. The mere idea 
of a turning movement is sufficient to start more or less of 
a panic amongst troops on the march. 

The cavalry should, therefore, try and arrest the advance 
of the enemy as long as possible. The gain of some 
minutes, under the ciroumstaiices, may have a decisive 
influence. The infantry could accelerate their pace if 
necessary. The advaneed party might double ; but I should 
not order the deployment of the advanced guard, much less 
of the main body. 

The division of a column into advanced guard and main 
hoily, and especially the sub-division nf (he advanced guard 
inlo advanced party, van and main-guard, are eminently 
adapted to allow of the battle being sustained by suc- 
cessive efforts, the troops who lead the column being first 



In the present Instance, the infantry of the vanguard 
would quickly climb the hill on both sides of the road ; arid 
so long :vs the cavalry is not driven back from the hill, there 
is time for the artillery to leave the column and try to reach 
the crest. 

If, for some reason or other, my Division is without 
cavalry, as was the case with the Austrian Reserve 
Division, my dispositions [or the conduct of the infantry 
would be the same. I would hasten to gain the heights 
with the infantry of the vanguard so as to line and hold 
them in sufficient force, aud would mass on the northern 
slope all troops not immediately employed. The artillery 




alone would be more suitably employed elsewhere. 

If there were no cavalry in front, the artillery, with the 
enemy close at band, could not take the head of the 
column without risk. It can only be used on the hill if 
the latter is thinly occupied by the enemy. It would 
be different, however, if the enemy were still at some 
distance from the hill. As an exceptional case, the battery 
could then advance by itself. But in the present case, I 
should despatch it either to the right or left of the 
column, so as to employ it in the most suitable place, and I 
should cause it to come into action against the crest of the 
hill directly the enemy's troops appeared upon it. The hill 
situated to the east of the high road (or better, to the south 
of Palazzo Alzarea) would be perhaps a suitable locality. 
Positions would probably be found there whence to 
bring an effective fire on Monte Cricol. The advance, 
moroover, of the battalion of the left wing would protect 
the battery against attack. 

Whether our troops or the enemy reached Monte Cricol 
(or the Mongabia height) first, would depend on the few 
minutes gained on the duration of the march, as suggested 
in the preceding Exercise, The question therefore arises : — 
IPA«( dispositions must he taken if the enemy it successful 
in reachiny the height* before us ? 

If the two advanced guards caw suddenly on one 
another, our first care would be to occupy the heights 
with the guns, to attack him vigorously with the troops 
at hand, and to drive him back, presuminj;, that is, that we 
find ourselves in close contact with him. But it is a very 
different matter if he has had time to deploy strong lines 
of skirmishers. An immediate offensive on his part would 
certainly have a great moral effect on our troops, especially, 
if they were still in column of route, which is very unlikely, 
and that only the companies 'if the vanguard wcro availabli 
cither for attacking or resisting the enemy. Under the 
well-aimed fire of swarms of skirmishers, they would be very 
quickly beaten hack. 

The distance which separates the advanced party from 
the crest, and the strength of the enemy can alone 
indicate if a forward rush of these companies would have 
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y chance of success. Let us say that the point of the 

advanced party is distant 500 paces from the hill, when 

the enemy's skirmishers suddenly appear. If a heavy fire 

e should at once recognise that it is not 

1 affair with an un import nil t detachment, liut likely 

to develop into a serious engagement. 

Under these circumstances, (lie advanced party (one 
company) would at once extend, tlie other company would 
support it ; the two companies which follow would deploy 
as reserve. 

Before going further, it may be well to note the position 
of our Division at this moment. 

The advanced guard of the Division, 1st Regiment of 
Infantry, has four companies of the 1st Battalion as 
advanced party and vanguard ; the remaining companies of 
this battalion follow at the head of the main-guard; 
then come the battery, the 2nd Battalion, and the 
Engineers. The 3rd Battalion is marching on the left 
wing, with two companies in advance, along the Palazzo 
Alzarea ridge. 

A frontal attack on the enemy's position would have 
little chance of success. On the contrary, a defensive 
position must at once be occupied, in order to resist a 
frontal attack made by a force perhaps three times larger 

The Commander of the advanced guard would then await 
the arrival of the 3rd Battalion on the heights, and its 
subsequent attack on the enemy's flanks. In this way only 
could bis extended line find certain protection in its 
advance. Whether be could initiate a frontal attack com- 
bined with the one on the flank would depend on the 
progress of the light. In this case circumstances alone 
would show if it would be necessary to reinforce the 3rd 
Battalion from the advanced guard of the main column. 

As the commander of the advanced guard, I should 
make the folluwiug dispositions: — The four companies at 
the head of the 1st Battalion would extend and contain 
the enemy with their fire ; the remainder, under the ■ 
commander of the battalion, would form a reserve to the 
firing line. The battery, leaving the column, would try and 



take up a, position from whence it could bring an effective 
fire on the enemy (a suitable place ivmlil perhaps he found 
on the western slope of the Palazzo Al/arca ridge)- The 3nd 
Battalion and the Engineers would approach the position, 
until they found cover under which they could deploy. 
The northern slope of the above-mentioned ridge would 
possibly afford sufficient shelter. The 3rd Battalion would 
be ordered to advance along the ridge and to turn the 
enemy's right. 

It would be necessary to ascend the height perpen- 
dicularly to the road. The 3rd Hattalion, which is already 
on the ridge, might arrive first. This battalion should 
therefore he supported, directly it is apparent that it bas 
not sufficient troops to keep up the fight.* 

The following questions spring from the above considera- 
tions : — Wiuit n/t"idd the Commander of the Division and 
the leader of the column on the right flank do when the 
advanced y-uard. Imames r<u/<itird ! I will presume that the 
Commander of the Division is with the advanced guard, in 
accordance with the orders he has received. He should, I 
think, order the two batteries with the main-guard to 
accelerate their pace , or, if at this moment there is no 
need for heavy artillery fire, it would be sufficient to hold 
all the batteries ready for action directly they may be 
required. A position should be selected for them west of 
the high road, on the flank of the line of battle of the 1st 
Battalion and at a distance from the enemy's line not 
exceeding 3,000 paces. 

The infantry of the main body (and Brigade) would be 
ordered to remain in column of march, and only to deploy 
when it gets within range of the enemy's fire. If the 
ground allows of an advance under cover by following the 
western slopes of the Alzarea ridge, the column might leave 
the high road. But to deploy too soon would be a 
mistake ; for if, in the meantime, the advanced guard 
succeeds in driving the enemy from the height, time and 
distance would be lost to no purpose. 
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Now, let us turn to the right column. It consists of one 
squadron, the I'ml Infantry Regiment, am] one battery. 
The cavalry leads. The 1st Battalion forma the advanced 
guard, with two companies as vanguard. The 2nd and 
3rd Battalions form the main body. The battery is near the 
head. Let us suppose that the leading companies, owing to 
the bad state uf repair and tlie length of the Contrada dei 
Maschi road, could not keep level with the main body of 
the Division. When the main column becomes engaged 
against Monte Cricol, the head of the right column would, 
perhaps, be leaving Moretta : but it could keep up direct 
communication with the main body, and its guns could 
support the latter. In this case a movement 
along the heights would have to be abandoned, and a 
frontal attack prepared against Monte Cricol from the plain. 

But in any ease, an operation which consists of advancing 
in front, and at the same time turning the enemy's left is 
one which Bhould always have a decisive effect. 

As the Officer Commanding the right column, I should 
consequently dispose part of my forces on the other side of 
the hills, stretching from Contrada dei Maschi to Moretta, 
on the western slope, and deploy them in order of battle 
alongside Felioua, facing east. The battery would take up 
a position on the ridge, Hanking as far as possible that of 
the enemy. According to the strength of the latter, I 
should deploy one or two battalions for attack, followed by 
one or two battalions in reserve. The squadron charged to 
reconnoitre the country towards Ejalioiize and Monte Torcolo 
would cover the left ilank of the line. 

If the column had im cavalry, two companies, pushed to a 
distance in front, would take its place and cover the 
line on this flank. 



EXERCISE IX. 

Di/podtionn to be made if we reach Monte Cricol before 

the enemy. 

It will be interesting to consider the dispoHitionsto.be 

made if the advanced guard of our imaginary Division 
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succeeds in reaching Monte Cricol and the Mongabia hills 
before the oneiny. I will BappoM that the country between 
Olioai and Campagna Kossa is occupied by large masses of 
the enemy, say about two brigades. 

The Division lias received orders to march ou Olioai, but 
the proximity of the enemy in large numbers and com- 
pletely deployed, compels the Ceneral Officer Commanding 
to deploy his troops in order of battle, to occupy Monte 
Cricol and its approaches with the advanced guard, and to 
take up a defensive position. 

Under these circumstances, the main Ixxly will l>o ordered 
to send forward its two batteries and its infantry will bo 
hurried up. The artillery will take post on Monte Cricol. 

The right column will lie ordered to change direction and 
move on Remit i, whilst- its cavalry reconnoitres the country 
towards Salionze. The divisional cavalry will halt in rear 
of Monte Cricol, and get under cover. 

Comparing this disposition with that suggested in the 
preceding problem, where I suppose the enemy coasters of 
Monte Cricol, I find the only difference consists in the 
employment of the right column. Is there any reason for 
this difference 1 The answer to this is : — When we 
supposed the enemy to have occupied Monte Cricol before 
us, it was necessary, after deploying the Division, to drive 
them from the hill. But the position is so strong in itself 
that an attack in front would have no chance of success. 

A frontal attack had, therefore, to be combined 
with one on the flank. The right column was naturally 
employed for this purjiose owing to the direction of its 
march and the configuration of the ground, the 
important point being that it should march so far — as 
much under cover as possible— as to strike the enemy actually 
in flank. 

It is a very different matter if our advanced 
guard reaches Monte Cricol before the enemy. In this 
case it is of course the duty of the first line to hold the 
heights ; but the position is too extensive for the three 
battalions of the advanced guard ; so a sufficient force must 
be at once sent forward to assist in its occupation, and 
to form a support to the advanced guard. 



For this purpose the right column, owing to its position, 
can best be employed. 

The difference in the employment of the columns in the 
two cases is accounted for by the difference in the two 
situations, which certainly vary very much. 

I will now put this question : — How should the advanced 
guard of the main column wru/iy MmiU Cricol and the 
Mongabia heights 1 

The occupation can only he successive. Nevertheless, 
we must at ouco give the position a strong line of 
firo. The four companies of the 1st Battalion who 
form the advanced party, would, therefore, extend along 
the crest on cither side of the road. The remaining 
companies of the same battalion, following in rear, 
would prolong the lino of fire to the right. The 
artillery would come into position on the left. It would 
certainly be very advantageous to occupy as quickly as 
possible the hamlet uf lienati, situated on the hill, but if 
two companies were detailed for this purpose, having a 
longer distance to cover than the right column, they would 
only arrive when the village was already occupied by the 

On the left wing, the two companies leading the advance 
of the 3rd Battalion would join the 1st Battalion, whose 
companies would at tlie same time occupy Mongabia. The 
number of men available for distribution amongst the various 
farms and houses depends on the number required to hold the 
crest. It might oven be necessary to extend two more 

companies. Still, the houses should be strongly hold, 
for although a strong offensive should always be kept in 
view, the advanced guard may be compelled to act on the 
defensive, in which case, it should not allow itself to be 
driven from Mongabia, There still remain on the left wing, 
— on the Mongabia heigh I — four or six companies in reserve, 
which would be brought up into the tiring line aB required. 
Perhaps it would be necessary bo send a portion to 
occupy Fenile (two or moTe sections, according to the size of 
the houses). 

Lastly, the commander of the advanced guard has still at 
his disposal the 2nd Battalion. Divided into half battalions, 



it would be ported in second lino on the northern slope of the 
height., and west of the high, road. If the arrival of the 
right column at Renati is not observed by the enemy, that 
part of the line of hills should be occupied by one of these 
two half battalions. Thus the first line would consist of six 
companies to the east of the read and in Mongabia, 
ten, with the battery, west of Jluugaljia, four in second 
line behind the left flank, and two in second line in rear 
of the centre. If the enemy advances against this position 
with a large force, 1 should at onee employ these eight 
companies in first line, for all available troops should be 
used, to the last, man, in order to maintain our hold on the 
crest until the arrival of the Division. 

It. is by no means unimportant to consider the time 
employed in these different operations. 

Allowing that the point of the advanced party arrives at 
the foot of Monte Cricol at 7.30 a.m., the advanced guard 
will take fully half an hour in deploying along the hill as far 
as lienati. At the same moment, 8 a.m., the head of the 
main body, marching on the road, will also arrive at the 
foot of Monte Cricol, and the leading battalion will deploy. 

Observation* on l/tc ls( Chapter. 
To sum up, The tactical questions which we have 
discussed are all contained in the Austrian Official Account, 
although they fill there no more than 1J pages. Moreover, 
the number of problems can be considerably increased. The 
slightest change in the strength of the force would give rise 
to a new series. Thus we might suppose that one of the 
Infantry Regiments received different orders than those 
given here, or that the Division had a battalion of Rifles, the 
Corps Artillery, or even a Cavalry Brigade attached to it. 
Again, should the right column meet tin: enemy first, or the 
enemy advance beyond .Monte Cricol, sonic most instructive 
s would p 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE BATTLE. 

In the preceding chapter, we have dealt with the Reserve 
Division up to the moment when it came in contact with 
the enemy. We now come to the battle, and we will take 
the facts as they are related in the official account. But, 
to make what follows easier to understand, we will first of 
all give the formation of the Reserve Division at the 
moment of contact. 

BENKO'S BRIGADE. 



Left Column. 

2nd & 4th Batts. 
Hohenlohe. 



Cbntke Column. 
, 37th Rifles. 

, I , 9th P. B. 



Right Column. 
.L- 1st Batt. Hohenlohe. 



} 



Frontier Regiment. 



2nd Batt. 
Degonfeld. 



3rd Batt. Degonfeld. 



WEIMAR'S BRIGADE. 



1st Bait. Degenfeld. 
4th ,, Paumgarten. 



36th Rifles. 



1 1 1 



6th F.B. 



The main body of the two brigades (the centre column) 
mu marching along the high road j the right column on 
Uontrada dei Maschi ; the left column of Weimar's brigade 
on Palazzo Alzarea, whilst that of Benko's Brigade (2nd mid 
4th Hoheulohe Battalions) followed the Vth Army Corps on 
the left bank of the Tionc. The 4th Maroicic Battalion of 
Weimar's liriiiadc remained at Oastelnovo. 

General Benko's dispositions when ho advanced 
and deployed hia troops were as follows : — Monte Crieol, 
Mongabia, and 1.1k: hill to the north of that hamlet, were held 
by the 37th Rifles (two companies to each of these 
localities). 

"The 9th Battery took up a position on Monte Crieol 
" near the road, and opened fire on the enemy. The 
" Frontier Regiment detached two companies to support the 
"battery, deployed its 1st and 2nd Battalions in first 
" line in line of section-columns, and placed in 
" second line the two remaining companies of the 3rd 
"Battalion. An Italian battery at Oliosi replied at once to 
" the fire of the Austrian guns, and was soon 
"reinforced by a fre.sii battery, which took up a position 
"between Valpezone and Monte Torcolo. At this moment 
" Major-General Rupprecht,* at the bead of Weimar's 
" Brigade, arrived at the Casteluovo railway station. Not 
"knowing that llonko's Brigade had already seined Monte 
" Crieol, he ordered the troops with him to deploy and 
" marched on that point. The 6th Battery established 
"itself on Monte Firusu and opened tire." Prince Weimar, 
11 putting himself at the head of ihe centre column (1st lino, 
" five companies Degenfeld ; 2nd line, 4th Paumgarteu 
" Battalion ; and 3rd line, 36th Rifles) ; passed 
"through Alzaren, and advanced r.m t)|insi along the Tione. 
"The left column (3rd Battalion Degenfeld) under 
" Colonel von Bienerth, marched through Forcelli to 
" turn Monte Crieol The right column, 7 compauics 
" Degenfeld Regiment, moved on Reuati, where the 5 
" Hohenlohe companies forming the right column of 
" Benko's Brigade had halted; and the two columns then 
" operated in connection with each other. The company o" 
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"the 1st Hi >l 1 1' 11] "I le [lattalinn f' -riu iny the advanced guard 
" of the right column hail marched very ipiickly, and had 
" arrived on Monte Cricol alongside the iltli Battery. 

" About the same time (nearly 8 a.m.) a detachment 
" from Pescliiera under Colonel Hal lues, advanced through 
" Cavaleaselle on San Lorenzo, lis strength was 4(i2 men, 
" 30 horses, and 4 guns, and it was composed of three 
"companies of the Gradisca frontier Ucgiment, one com- 
" pauy of the Archduke I'.odopho's Regiment, one troop of 
" Liechonstein's Hussars, li rihVd guns, and 1 12-pr. mortar." 

The next pago of the ollicial account refers to the other 
Army Corps of the Austrian Army as well as to the Italian 
Army. We will content ourselves with the information 
concerning the troops operating in connection with the 
Reserve Division. 

Towards 8 a.m. the Vth Corps deployed at San Rocco di 
PahiKziilo, and three of its batteries came into action. 

On the Italian side, the advanced guard of Sirtori's 
Division, which had taken a wrong road, reached Oliosi. 
It consisted of two battalions 'JO I h Regiment, the 5th Bersa- 
glieri, one squadron, 2 guns, and a detachment of 
Engineers. General ViKaiienoosa was in command. Ccrale's 
Division, which should have marched from Mouzambano 
on Castelnovo, had also arrived near Oliosi. Lastly, the 
main bodv of Siitori's Division, which was moving on San 
Giustina, had its leading troops at Pernisa and had come 
iuto collision with the Austrian Vth Corps. 



EXERCISE X. 

Condvst of the Advanced f/uunl if Hivturvit Division. 
The Austrian Reserve Division was compelled, as we 
have seen, to take order of battle with its leading brigade. 
We will now turn to the detachment of the Italian Army 
under General Villahermosa. The General believed that 
Sirtori's Division, of which lie was the advanced guard, was 
behind him. He was mistaken. Another Division (Ceralo's) 
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was in rear when lie arrived at Oliosi.* Villahermosa found 
that tho enemy was on the other side of the Tione on 
the very hills over which lay his line of march (on Sona), 
and he soon learned that Monte Cricol and Mongabia 
were also occupied. He had with him, as we know, 
2 battalions of infantry of the line, 1 battalion of Bersa- 
gliori, 1 squadron, anil 2 guns. 

What should tin <-t,i„M, tndfv of tin's detachment dti ? 

It is certain that so weak a detachment cannot continue 
its advance beyond the Tione unless the enemy on the 
loft flank is driven off. It is therefore necessary to 
seize the hills of Mongabia and Monte Cricol. Tho situa- 
tion is such that tin- Italian advanced guard cannot wait 
until the main body comeB up to help it-t As the enemy 
holds the position over which the road lies, it is neces- 
sary to decide rapidly on a plan of attack and to drive 
him out of it. If successful in this, the position must 
be maintained. The answer to the question is, therefore, 
push forward and attack the hi'ii/htx in front of him. 

To carry out this resolve, I should send tho Bcrsa- 
glieri Battalion to Oliosi with orders to defend themselves 
there as long as possible, and I would use for the attack 
on the heights t lie two ImUulkins of infantry and the two guns. 

The following instructions would be issued for the 
attack :— The 1st Battalion will move east of the high road 
on Mongabia. Four companies of the 2nd Battalion 
will advance west of the road, and move on Monte 
Cricol. The remainder of the 2nd Battalion will follow in 
reserve in rear of the centre of these two detachments. Tho 
squadron will cover the left flank of the four companies of 
the 2nd Battalion. Tho two guns will support the attack 
on Mongabia, and engage the enemy's artillery in position 
on the left bank of the Tione. 

Now let us see what the official account says concerning 
the measures taken by the Italian General : — 

"The advanced guard of Sirtori's Division, consisting of 
" three battalions under ("Jeneral Villahermosa, bad continued 
"along the Castclnovo road instead of inclining to the 

* Scu nbi'vi', h-i |i'ii-:[i'in]jl] i-i Hxerriaa TS. 







" right. Arrived at Oliosi, Villahermosa encountered the 
" enemy. He immediately sent the 3rd Battalion 20th 
" Regiment and his two guns to secure that village, 
" and directed the Bersaglieri, with the 4th Battalion 
" 20th Regiment as reserve, on Mongabia and Monte 
" Cricol, which had just been occupied by the four 
" battalions of Benko's Brigade." 

The dispositions I suggested are thus partly realized. 
There are a few unimportant differences, as follows : — 

1st. Olioai was occupied by a battalion of infantry 
instead of one of Bersaglieri. The battalion nearest the 
village had to be employed on this mission. Probably 
there was no choice, for it would certainly have been far 
to have attacked the heights with the two bat- 
ICIth Regiment, so as to have them commanded by 
one and the same officer, viz., the officer commanding 
the regiment. 

2nd. The two guns took up a position at Oliosi. This 
measure was sound enough, since it war certainly the busi- 
ness of the artillery to engage the enemy's battery in 
position on the other side of the Tione. 

3rd. The first line was formed of the Bersaglieri Bat- 
talion alone, whilst I employed ] !, battalions from the very 
com men cement of the action. It appears to me that the 
attack should be pushed forward as vigorously as possible, 
and it was for this reason lliat I placed so many troops in 
the first line. The Official Account, however, gives no details 
which induce me to believe that the dispositions of the 
Italian General were sufficient. If the troops had been 
in line of columns and ready to deploy, I could 
understand his action ; but it was just the reverse — they 
were marching in column one behind the other. Such being 
the case I should have despatched the leading battalion 
to Oliosi, the next one on Mongabia, and the last one I 
should have retained in reserve. For, under the circum- 
stances, the attack ought to have been initiated with the 
greatest energy mid •<-* rapidly .(« possible. The attack on 
the left would have been strengthened a little later by the 
entry into line of the reserve battalion. If the actual situ- 
ation was such as I have assumed, I should probably 
have adopted the same measures as General Villahermosa. 



EXERCISE Xt 



The Counter Attack of the Austrian h'/ttt-tliwt engaged on 

Monte Gricol. 

Turning again to the official account, I find that: — 

"The Benaglieri advanced bravely to the attack and 

" moved againM the 9th Austrian Battery, whose commander 

" waa badly woundod ; but they were repulsed by the 

" troops of General Benko (37th Rifles and the Frontier 

" Regiment) attacking in their turn, and were compelled to 

" descend into the plain. After this check General 

" Villahermosa was busy re-forming his battalions between 

" Oliosi and Catnpagna Rossa, when the arrival of Gerale'a 

" Division (towards 8 a.m.) changed the aspect of the 

" fight." 

The attack of the Bersaglieri could have had no chanco 
of success, but General Villahermosa could not know that 
his adversary was so superior in numbers. In spite of the 
defeat, T consider, for reasons above mentioned, that his 
dispositions were perfectly sound ; but much hinges on the 
question: — How far to the Front and flank did the Italian 
Cavalry reconnoitre 1 

General Villahermosa would probably have never made 
an isolated attack if he had been warned that he had a 
whole Division in front of him, and if lie had been aware 
that the head of the enemy's column waa in position on the 
heights. 

There is still another point to clear up, the offensive 
movement of General Benko. In a preceding exercise, 
when I examined the dispositions made by our imaginary 
Division for the purpose of occupying the heights, I insisted 
upon a defensive attitude of the advanced guard until the 
main body was ready to enter into lino. I see now that the 
four leading battalions were employed in a direct offensive 
movement. I must now, therefore, consider whether this 
movement agrees with my views already mentioned, or 
whether circumstances which the oilieial account does not 
mention might not so far predominate as to justify this 
attitude rather than the one that I suggested. 




I think that tlic offensive ought, to have been taken, and 
for this reason : I assumed that the Austrian General 
discovered strong bodies of the enemy between Oliosi and 
Campagna Rossa ; in that ease flu 1 offensive was risky. But 
the official account tells us that General Bonko, on arriving 
at the foot of Monte Oncol, " mounted the hill near 
Mongabia " to reconnoitre the position, and that " lie saw 
in the valley, at a short distance from him, an Austrian 
advanced guard closely engaged with the enemy. " It waa 
then that General Benito hastenod the deployment of his 
troops, and advanced to Monte Cricol. 

The Austrian General probably recognised at once that 
he had only before him an Italian advanced guard 
(of Hirtori's Division, under General Villahermosa), 
more especially as be was unaware of the proiimity 
of Co rale's Division, the wooded country, covered 
with cultivation and much intcr.sccied, restricting his view. 
This demolishes, therefore, the reason for ordering the 
advanced guard of our imaginary Division to confine itself 
to the defence of the heights, so as to give time to the main, 
body to deploy and take part in the fight. Furthermore, 
an energetic offensive movement would offer a chance of 
completely defeating the enemy, part of his force being 
already engaged with the Vth Corps. 

The details of General Denko's counter attack are not 
given io the official account. 

How should ike counter attack be made, oumming that 
the four baUalhma have deployed] 

Monte Cricol, Mongabia, and the heights behind, were 
held by the 37th Rifles, one company to each of these 
positions. The battery was on Monte Cricol, near the road, 
one company of the Frontier Regiment had advanced in 
support of the battery, the remainder of the regiment was 
in reserve (1st and i y nd Battalions in second line; 
lied Battalion in third line in mass of company columns), 

The attack of the Bcrsaglieri was directed partly between 
Oliosi and the high road, and parti; against the buttery. 
In front, the Bcrsaglieri must have received the fire of the 
Kiflcs. Now if a counter attack is to be made, a strong 
occupation of the defensive position must first of all be 
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provided for. It would seem reasonable to lease the Rifles 
under cover in a position whence their fire is most 
effective, and to direct the attack against one of the enemy's 
flanks. Space for any attack from the left flank of the 
Austrian position is limited, owing to the proximity of the 
Tione. But on the right, on the other hand, there is plenty 
of room to prolong to the right, and to execute a turning 
movement against the enemy's flank, at the same time 
engaging him strongly in front. Carried out from this 
direction, an offensive movement would threaten the 
enemy's line of retreat, and would obviously compromise 
him if he still held on to Oliosi. 

I would, consequently, order the 37th Rifles to maintain 
their ground, and would direct the two battalions of the 
Frontier Regiment to make the counter attack from the 
right flank. The 3rd Battalion of that regiment would 
advance closer to the Rifles, so as to support them if wanted. 
By this means the fire of the Rifles, as well as of the battery, 
would be most effective, and the 3rd Battalion of the 
Frontier Regiment would be ready to be employed in an 
attack against the right flank of the enemy directly the 
attack of the other battalions began to drive back his kft. 

Let me repeat that it is most useful in such exercises as 
these to trace on the map the dispositions of the troops as 
soon as they are decided on. The working out of the 
present problem will be facilitated by making a small sketch 
showing the foot of the southern slope of Monte Cricol, 
Mongabia, Campagna Rrisssi, Oliosi, the hi^li road, and the 
Tione valley. I would calculate the extent of front by giving 
to the companies when extended a front of 250 to 300 
paces ; to companies in close order a front of 150 to 200 
paces, and lastly, to the battery, a front of 100 paces. 



EXERCISE XII. 

Conduct of the leading Brigade of Cerale's Division. 

We will now turn to Cerale's Division which had been 
directed to move on Casteluovo by the high road. 

This Division consisted of the Pisa Brigade (29th and 
30th Regiments) under General Villarey ; the Forli Brigade 
{■13rd and 44th Regiments) under General DhO (these 
regiments hud four battalions each) ; and in addition, the 
2nd and 18th Bareaglieri, three batteries, a company of 
Engineers, and one of the train. A squadron of cavalry 
was attached to each brigade. 

To continue the narrative from the official account :— 

"After this check, Genera] Villahermosa set to work to 
" reform his troops between Oliosi and Campagna Rossa, 
"when, towards S sun., the arrival of Cerale's Division 
" changed the aspect of the tight. 

"The advanced guard of the Division was funned of the 
" Pisa Brigade, under General Villarey. ft deployed 
"opposite Monte Cricol, the right on the Castelnovo road, 
" and the left on the hills between Torcolo and Renati. A 
" battery took post on the high road." 

Let us take stock of the situation. Nothing is said as to 
the order of march of Cerale's Division, except that the 
Pisa Brigade was leading, and that the 18th Bersaglieri, 
the squadron of Guide cavalry, and a battery, were with it. 
The Austrian account says that this Brigade, " supported 
"by the charges of a squadron of cavalry, marched to the 
" attack under a very heavy rifle and artillery fire." 

If the Division had moved forward in full strength, I 
should have laid down the following order of march : — 

{Squadron of Cavalry. 
Two Battalions of Bersaglieri with a 
battery. 

Such an order of march presumes, of course, that the 
cavalry scouts had definitely reported that there was 
nothing to fear from the enemy. 
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lii the present case this is only a presumption. It ia 
necessary first of all that the Corps cavalry* which consists 
of 15 squadrons, should have sent a detachment to the 
Division. A portion of this detachment will precede the 
advanced guard. It is essential, also, to watch the country 
towards Peschiera, and to maintain communication with 
Sirtori's Division advancing on Pernisa. One squadron will 
suffice for this duty; but a strong detachment of cavalry 
and infantry combined is required to reconnoitre in front 
of the Division. This detachment, say two battalions and 
one squadron, would march through Saliunze along the 
Feliona heights with some troopers sent out to keep up 
communication with the main body. 

Let us suppose that the Pisa Brigade (eight Infantry 
battalions, one Bersaglieri hatralion, and one squadron) 
arrived on the field of battle at the moment when 
General Viliaheniiiisa fell hack on the line Oliosi-Campagna, 
what ought the brigade, to do 1 

Let us first glance at the situation. From Oliosi to near 
the high road the ground is covered with the skirmishers 
of both sides ; and when the Italians engaged there began 
to fall back, the Pisa Brigade, just then arriving, was stil! 
in column of march. 

Under these circumstances, the leading troops of the 
Brigade should deploy in sufficient strength to restore the 
fight on the plain and to drive back the enemy. Two 
or three battalions will be sufficient. The enemy 
has, it is true, four battalions in action, but in 
the struggle they have just been engaged in with 
Villaherinosa's Brigade, they must have lost heavily. 
Therefore an attack with fresh troops should produce 
an overpowering effect. If the LStli Bersaglieri and the two 
leading Battalions of the 29th Regiment succeeded in 
driving back the enemy, the two other Battalions of the 
latter Regiment should deploy and follow in reserve to the 
west of the road. If on the other hand, the foremost troops 
of the Brigade were unable to drive the enemy back, 
the two battalions in reserve should take part in the fight. 



From the beginning of the battle, the buttery has been 
posted west of the road in a good position. Nevertheless, it 
would have but little effect on the enemy's skirmishers. Its 
duty would be rather to fire on the bodies of the enemy in 
compact oiiler who appeared behind the first line, or better 
still to engage the enemy's artillery in position on Monte 

The cavalry squadron ought to try to support the 
attack of the infantry by sit tacking the enemy's skirmishers 
if opportunity offered. To act by surprise and un- 
expectedly is one of fchfl characteristics of this arm. It is 
probable that this would only be practicable at the com- 
mencement of the Italian counter attack ; later, on ground 
comparatively close and affording no shelter, they 
would be exposed to useless losses and perhaps to annihila- 
tion. The cavalry, therefore, ought to try to get cover as 
near the front line as possible. This might be found on the 
southern slopes of Monte Toreolo. From there, it could 
seize opportunities to join in the fight, especially on the 
enemy's flanks, provided, "f course, that it has not incurred 
heavy loss in its first attack. The squadron should not 
forget, also that one of its first duties, besides energetic 
action, would be to explore the country to the north and 
west of Monte Toreolo. Patrols ought to be seut there as 
soon as the hills come in view ; for to suppose the Division 
can execute the march without molestation would be a mis- 
take, since the enemy is actually before it. The cavalry, 
therefore, should make all the reconnaissances which the 
security of the Division and the need of accurate information 
exact. For this purpose, it is especially necessary to examine 
the country west of Monte Turcolo, and north of Monte Ori col. 

By employing in the first line the Bersaglieri and two 
battalions of infantry, the line of battle extends from the 
high road as far as Campagua Rossa. This explains how 
important is the possession of the hills near that place. 
Although they could not be used in first line, the reserves 
might be posted here, either the two battalions of the 
29th Regiment still available, or the 30th Regiment. If 
the attempt to drive the enemy back at the first attack 
was unsuccessful, an endeavour should be made to open a 



passage over the bills between Carnpagua Rossa and Burato. 
I should detail (if the battalions in reserve of tbe 29th 
Regiment could not he used) the whole of the 30th Regiment 
to carry out this task ; or perhaps, the 2nd Brigade of the 
Division, directly it arrives upon the scene of action. 

EXERCISE XIII. 

Attack of Cerates Division- on Monte Crieol. 

We may deduce from the preceding situation the 
following problem. General Yillahenuosa's attack has been 
repulsed. Geneva] Lienko, remarking the arrival of Cerale's 
Division, does not pursue the enemy, but deploys where he 
stands, so as to cover the approach of the remainder of the 
Reserve Division. 

What tkmtli.i Cerat/x Uirinon do I 

It may be well to give the actual situation of the Italian 
Division at this moment. The General Utticer Commanding 
knows that the different, columns in which the army is marching 
ought to reach during the day riie points assigned to them, 
hut that they are still at some distance from them. 
He has consequently derided to force a way, at any risk, 
through the enemy.* Without doubt the connection 
between the different detached columns is not such as it 
ought to be in a serious engagement ; but, although this 
observation applies only to Sirtorrs Division, it is none the 
less true that the Commander of Cerale's Division has a 
very embarrassing situation to deal with. The dispositions 
necessary to bring the whole force into harmonious co- 
operation can be initiated only by the Commander of the 
Army Corps or by the Commander of the Army. 

The worst thing that a Divisional commander could do 
under such circumstances would be to stand still and wait. 
General Cerale ought, therefore, to assume the offensive. 
But this is by no means easy. 
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The enemy stands right across the road by which 
he has to advance. On his right appear hostile masses, 
threatening his flank from the other bank of the Tione. 
This fact obliges the Italian force to refuse its right 
flank, so as to mask it from the view of the Austrian 
troops. Further, the reserve cannot he posted far 
from this flank, for it must be ready to change front 
eastward if necessary. The attack proper can, therefore, 
be only executed by the left flank, and the co-operation 
of the reserve cannot he counted upon, as it is, of 
necessity, disposed nearer the right flank than the left. It 
is true that the ground lends itself most effectively to 
this state of things, and that it compels the General 
to make his main attack on Monte Torcolo and the 
Burato heights, for it is impossible to make it on the 
level ground east of the heights. There, he would be 
assaulting the strongest part of the enemy's position, and, 
at the same time, would he flanked by the hills on the 
left. 

Supposing that Cerale^ Division approached the fight in 
the order of march I have suggested, — two Bersaglieri 
battalions, a squadron, and a battery as advanced guard, 
the Pisa Brigade, followed by the Foili liri^ude. forming the 
main body, — The following would be my plan of action : — 

Two batteries will take up a position to the west of the 
road, either in the plain or on Monte Torcolo ; the two 
battalions of the advanced guard will support them, and 
hold all the grouud between the high road and Monte 
Torcolo. 

Villahermusi's detachment will be ordered to hold its 
ground to the east of the road and in Oliosi, and at the 
same time to cover the right flank. The batteries of 
Cerale's division, still available, will be attached to this 
force. The squadron will reconnoitre the ground west 
of Monte Torcolo. The Pisa Brigade (eight battalions) 
will attack through Campagua Rossa and Burato ; and, 
as the attack progresses, the Bersaglieri will support, 
advancing straight to their front across the plain. 

The Forli Brigade will remain in reserve on the high 
road, between Valpezone and Busetta. If there is any 
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apprehension of an attack by the enemy on the other 
side of the Tione. a regiment of this Brigade can be 
employed to meet it. Thus, supposing that all the troops of 
the Division were present, which they were not, as we know, 
1 -J battalions in all could be employed in the attack. There 
would still be three battalions at Olioai covering the right 
flank {part of these could be charged with holding and 
keeping in check the enemy's left), and four battalions 
to form a general reserve. 



EXERCISE XIV. 

The Rout of the Leading BattaHom of the Austrian 
Reserve Division. 

We left the Pisa Brigade deployed opposite Monte Cricol, 
its right resting on the road (the battery near the latter), and 
its left on the hills between Monte Torcolo and Renati. 

According to the official account: — 

"Supported by the charges of a squadron of Guides, the 
" Brigade advanced to the attack under a very heavy rifle 
"and artillery fire. The 18th Bersaglieri and the 29th 
"Regiment were directed on Monte Crieol find Mougabia, 
" the 30th Regiment on Renati. 

" Surprised in the act of manoeuvring, the troops under 
"General Benko were compelled to yield before the 
" impetuous attack of superior numbers, and they drew 
" back with them the 9th Battery. Two guus and 
" three waggons, which had "verturued, had to be abandoned, 
" but they were shortly afterwards recovered. 

" The enemy took Monte Crieol and part of Renati, and 
"there established themselves. The attack against Mon- 
"gabia miscarried, but the defenders, when they saw their 
" line of retreat threatened, lost no time in relinquishing 
" their position and retiring to the hills in rear. The 
" Italians did not occupy it. Another column captured the 
" farm called Ferine. " 

My impression of what happened is this :— Benko, 
after having advanced over the hills, drove back 
Villahermosa across the plain ; but at this juncture, 



the Pisa Br%ude, which had in the meantime deployed, 
entered the action. The Austrian troopB, repulsed and 
persued by the Piaa Brigade, lost part of their positions, and 
only maintained I heir ground in some of the farms at Renat-i 
and in Mongabia. 

Such being the case, What measures should the commander 
fate to continue the fight i 

This depends on the distance of other bodies of 
troops in compact formation, and on the configuration 
of the ground, according as it was more or less favourable 
for a continuation of the defence. In level and open country 
a fighting line, pressed by the enemy and flying in disorder, 
cannot be brought to a halt. The example of the officers 
and extreme measures sire then absolutely necessary. 

Monte Cricol, although in itself a very strong position, 
offers no favourable point whence to resist the pursuit of an 
enemy who has made himself master of the summit. But 
there are still the houses. To escape from the rain of bullets, 
a large number of men would wed; shelter there, and, if they 
were uot lost to all sense of duty and honour, would have 
an opportunity of o tiering n successful defence, and of 
checking the pursuit. A commander, trying to arrest a 
retreat in open country, if he has with him some troops in 
close order, will find in them the chief element of assistance. 
These troops should be rapidly brought up and try to 
re-occupy the crest. 

As a rule, a body of troops) in compact order, posted in 
rear of the line of battle, forma a. nucleus round which the 
retreating fighting lino collects. By degrees, those retreat- 
ing will form into groups, regardless of their tactical units. 
In spite of thin, experience proves that only a certain number 
of men can be assembled on a new position. Still, whether 
there are troops in close formation present or not, every 
effort should be made to arrest the flying troops as soon as 
they reach the new position. 

Here is another question — Sow can a repulse be prevented 
from degenerutiii'i into a disastrous rout ? 

Here, also, the proper employment of reserves offers a 
powerful means of action. As regards this point, the 
official account gives no details sufficient to elucidate the 






facts. We are not aware whether Yillahennosa's retreat 
involved the employment of General Benko's four available 
battalions. 

It may often be necessary to use every single rifle in first 
line ; but then the commander should take care to form ft 
new reserve by withdrawing men from the first line directly 
circumstances permit. These civcumstLinecs present them- 
selves in an attack when the enemy begins to retire, for 
there is no need then of so large a force as ia required 
to make him give way. 

It iB certain that General Beuko, at the outset, should 
not have employed the whole of his four battalions in first 
line, unless he had been attacked by the whole of the Piaa 
Brigade. It is impossible, moreover, to discover, after the 
two forces became engaged, if there was a time when it 
would have been possible to withdraw men from the first 
line to form a fresh reserve. In all cases, troops who have 
used up all their strength, when attacked by a fresh body 
of assailants, are in a very critical poaition ; and the 
experience of the past proves thai they would lose in a short 
time every single advantage they had already gained. 
Consequently, if I had commanded the Pisa Brigade, I 
should not have sent in all my available force at once, but 
have kept some battalions in reserve until the nest brigade 
arrived. 

Prom the above considerations, we may further deduce 
that a large detachment, fighting independently, should 
never be without a reserve. When a detached force is so 
situated that it is absolutely necessary to employ all its 
force, it can only do so by calling on other troops for 
support. A reserve is necessary, not only to prevent a 
turning movement, a flank attack, or a manoeuvre which 
threatens the line of retreat, but to contribute also to a 
decisive attack. Therefore, before occupying an isolated 
position, we should consider if that position may not, in 
case of a check, be the prelude to defeat. 



EXERCISE XV. 



Order of March and Employment of the Forli Brigade. 

The officii!! account states : — 

" Meanwhile the Forli Brigade had reached the Mongabia 
"ridge, and General Benko'a position became critical." 

The Forli Brigade was composed of five battalions, a 
squadron of Guides, a section or' Engineers, and two gives. 
Three other battalions remained before T'eschiera, as escort 
to the train. 

The narrative goes on to say that : — 

" In the excellent Italian account, entitled 'The Defeated 
" 1st Army Corps,' Major A. Corsi, who served on the staff 
" of that Corps, states that General Ccrale thought that he 
"had only to deal with a small reconnoitring force from 
" Peschiera or Pastrengo, and bo did not deploy the Forli 
" Brigade ; and, moreover, that he had ordered the Pisa 
" Brigade to reform column and to march on Castelnovo. 
" But General Villarey was very slow in executing the order, 
"aud, just as he was carrying it out, he was attacked along 
"the whole front." 

We tMOtJttot Oik — What should be the order of march, and 
how tk'-ittd the, Forli Br/i/ide be employed t 

The composition of the Brigade, so far as regards the 
number of battalions in the regiments, is not known. 
I will assume that the Brigade consist* of two battalions of 
the 43rd Regiment, and three battalions of the 44th 
Regiment. Would thin column have an advanced guard or 
not ? This depends on the distance it was from the Pisa 
Brigade in front. Two brigades marching together have 
naturally only one advanced guard at the head of the 

But if the distance between the brigades is great, we 
must take into consideration the actual space that 
intervenes, and also the configuration of the ground, 
whether close or open. In an open country, if the 
interval is so great that the troops in rear cannot see the 
brigade in front, a spceial advanced guard is necessary. 
In a close country the column should be closed up, for it 
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niay happen that the rear brigade, being without any recon- 
noitring detachment, might miss the road, and come in 
contact with the enemy without any warning. 

There is an analogous case in the history which we are 
analyzing, except that here it was the advanced guard 
which took a wrong turning, and the main body which 
followed the proper route. The advanced guard only found 
out its mistake when it came under fire. I refer to the 
main body of Sirtnri's Division, which engaged the Austrian 
Vth Corps at Pernisa, whilst its advanced guard was at 

As to the case we are considering ; 

Brigade followed the Pisa Brigade 
distance, hov; ,*ft<r>t/<f th* march of the cot 
My own idea is as follows : — 

Advanced Guard. 
One squadron of Guides (with orders to keep me 
informed of the movements of the Pisa 
Brigade, and to protect the march of the 
column by small patrols on the flanks), the 
1st Battalion of the 43rd Regiment, and the 
section of Engineers. 

Main Body {300 Paces in Rear of Advanced Guard). 
2nd Battalion 43rd Regiment. 
2 guns. 

1st Battalion ( 

2nd Battalion 44th Regiment. 
3rd Battalion ( 
The necessity for this small advanced guard is explained 
by what happened to Sirtori's Division, and also by what 
is mentioned above. 

In reality, the actual formation was adopted under the 
impression that there were only small parties of the enemy 

It would not be fair to reproach the Italiau General, for 
the whole Army was under (be same impression. 

For the reasons mentioned I am of opinion that, on 
service, every detachment which is not in close communi- 



cation with the troops in front, should have ; 
advanced guard of its own, or, at any rate, a small one, 
even if the enemy is believed to by far away. 

Concerning the entry of the Forli Brigade into the fight, 
we may put this question : — Shouh' itdtptof, end, if so, when, 
should it do so 1 

I have said that it is best to remain in column of march 
as long as possible, so as not to lose time and fatigue the 
troops by useless deployments and the subsequent resump- 
tion of the column of route. But the words "as long 
as possible " have a limit. It iB impracticable to bring 
your troops up to the front in order of march ; it is necessary 
to deploy before arriving within effective rifle range. 

The Austrian t roups, when the Forli Brigade arrived, had 
halted, not at Mongabia, but on the hills in rear of it. I 
would, therefore, have ordered the Brigade to deploy when 
on a level with Oliosi. 

I will suppose that the General Officer Commanding the 
Division, directly he hears that the Brigade is engaged, has — if 
he is not there already — galloped to the front, and that he is 
able to see there that the action is serious. He ought first of 
all to find out how matters are with the Pisa Brigade, which 
is holding Monte Cricol and some farms at Renati, but 
has met with no success at Moiigabia, or on the 
hills in rear. Perhaps the Commander of the Pisa 
Brigade has no reserve at his disposal, as might happen 
if he had directed bis two regiments on different points. 
He would then have omitted to keep some battalions at his 
own disposal. If the Pisa Brigade has no reserve, the General 
Officer Commanding the Division should advance his own 
reserve, or at least a portion of it, in support; but he 
must also look out for a possible attack from the other 
bank of the Tione, and so dispose his troops that he 
may be ready for action on that side. Consequently, if 
I had been the general officer commanding, I should have 
ordered two Battalions of the 13rd Regiment to Bupport 
the Pisa Brigade, and have instructed them to advance 
between the road and Campagna R>>ssa, or a little further 
north. The three Battalions of the litb I should have 
kept at Olios: at my own disposal. 




Intervention of Cavalry. 
As yet only four Austrian battalions had been e 
while on the Italian side, there were two battalions under 
General Villahermosa. a battalion of Bersaglieri of Cerale's 
Division, and eight battalions of the Pisa Brigade ; in all, 
11 battalions, and each battalion may be calculated 
as 550 men at least. Of the Austrians, the 37th Rifles had 
S00 men, the German Frontier Regiment 2,600 men. This 
gives 6,050 Italians against 3,400 Austrians. 

To these numbers we ought to add the five battalions of 
the Forli Brigade, 2,750, which increases the Italian force 
to 8,800 men. On the other hand, the remaining troops of 
the Austrian Reserve Division were awaiting orders. If we 
take from the latter two battalions of the Regiment Hohen- 
lohe (2nd and 4th), posted in rear of the Vth Corps, and 
unable to join in the engagement, and also the 4th 
Maroicic Battalion, left at Castelnovo, the Reserve Division 
would also consist of £,800 men, in 10 battalions. 

The numbers employed, the re fore, were the same on both 
sides ; but the situation was unfavourable to the Italians, who 
had deployed too many of their troops, and who, 
although their flank was threatened, had on that side only 
one battalion (550 strong). Still, General Oerale held Monte 
Cricol, the Austrians having been repulsed from it, and was 
taking steps to make good his position. But there now oc- 
curred an incident which displayed the energy and devotion of 
the Austrian Cavalry, and is well worth quoting in full : — 
"The sudden intervention of some Austrian Cavalry 
luckily modified the situation. Sis troops of 

Sicilian Uhlans, under Colonel de Berres, had been 
sent from Corte as a support to the Reserve Artillery 
of the Vth Corps. That officer, closely watching the 
'progress of the fight on Monte Cricol, sent Captain 
; ' Beehtoldsheim, with three troops of the 6th Squadrou, to 
take in flank the enemy's column marching on Fenile 
The Uhlans at once advanced to the Tioue, but while they 
were looking fur a ford between Palazzo Alzarea and 
Fenile, the enemy seized the latter point. 



" Beehtuldsheim, however, did uot stop. He crossed the 
■' river, moved forward to the high-road, wheeled 
"to the left, and passing the troops under General Benko, 
" ascended Moute Cricol to reconnoitre the enemy's position. 
" He saw on the road below the Forli Brigade in 
"order of march, lit: descended like a hurricane at the 
" head of his Uhlans, rode through the Pisa Brigade, and fell 
" on the flank of the Forli Brigade. The Italians were 
" completely runted. The generals and their staff turned 
"back. The two guns which were at the head did the 
"same, and threw the infantry into confusion. The Uhlans 
" pursued ; again cut through the demoralized column, and 
" captured the two guns which bid been overturned in the 
"rush. Geuer;ds Cerale aud Dho were badly wounded 
"aud escaped with difficulty. The first was struck by 
"a bullet, and the latter received three liince wounds. 
" The guns had to be abandoned for wantof teams to take 
" them off. 

"The Forli Brigade was broken up. A perfect panic 
" seized the troops. Of the five bat.t.alion-i, one alone offered 
" resistance, and was not dragged along in the rout ; the 
"others dispersed. Some of the fugitives stopped at Oliosi, 
" but the remainder lied as Car us Monauubauo and Valegglo. 
" The battalion which had remained intact established 
" itself in the ditches to the right aud left of the road, 
" and when the Uhlans returned from the pursuit, they 
" were received with a murderous fire, which caused 
"severe losses in a few momenta. General Benko was 
"saved, but the brave Sicilian Uhlans paid dearly for their 
"heroic action. The three troops were reduced to 17 men. 
"They had lost in killed, wounded, find missing, 2 officers, 
"84 men, aud 79 horses. 

"In the charge, Captain liechtoldshtum had his horse 
"killed under him; but he mounted another belonging 
" to au infantry major who had been mortally wounded by 
"a lance, and was thus able to return with the 
" remnant of his brave troopers." 

This glorious feat of arms, its success, and the signal 
service it rendered to the Austrian Army, speak for 
themselves and are beyond criticism. 



The question now arises : If a regiment of cavalry had 
been attacked to the Reserve Diviainn., hjw sfontld it have been 
used during the fight ? 

First of all, the regiment would hardly have been 
all together. A squadron would probably tune been attached 
to the right column to keep up communication with the 
Vth Corps, and we may reasonably suppose that two troops 
would have been employed with the main body, as escort 
to the train and as orderlies. Therefore we can only reckon 
upon two and a half squadrons being present on Monte 
Cricol. 

The first opportunity for using these squadrons would be 
before the infantry met. Success would probably belong to 
tpe party who first reached Monte Cricol. The cavalry 
attached to the Reserve Division should therefore do all in 
its power to prevent the occupation of the heights by the 
Italians. This they could only do by :m attack in extended 
order on the leading Italian skirmishers, Monte Cricol 
rendered it possible to give such an attack the character of 

A second opportunity was ottered when General Beuko 
attacked the Italian troops. The attack of the infantry 
might have combined with a cavalry charge. 

A third opportunity was when the troops under General 
■ Villahermosa began to give way. A charge by the Austrian 
squadrons might then have routed the Italian infantry. 

Lastly, the cavalry might have been effectively employed 
when the Pisa Brigade repulsed the troops under General 
Benko, and the latter was unable to hold his ground on 
Monte Cricol any longer. A sudden attack of Uhlans 
would have perhaps caused the enemy to hesitate and 
have gained time. But, in order that it might 

produce its full effect, it was necessary that General Beuko's 
role should be a purely defensive one, adopted for the 
purpose of giving time for the arrival of the remainder of 
the Reserve Division, still on the march. 

It goes without saying that, the two and a half squadrons 
could not have carried out all these movements. One 
charge alone would have probably prevented them 
again engaging for some time. But in any case, I should 




s required my Divisional cavalry to have utilized at 
t one of the opportunities mentioned above, provided, 
of course, that the ground was favourable. 

EXERCISE XVn. 

i Monte Cricol by the Reserve Division. 

During the events related above, the remainder of the 
Division had come up. We will now look in what followed 
for Boine questions concerning the conduct of the different 
columns. 

Let us first recall the strength of the isolated detach- 
ments of the Division and the points which they occupied. 
The troops under the immediate orders of General Benko 
are the 37th liilles and three battalions of the German 
Frontier Regiment. These still hold some farms at Eeuati 
and the heights of Mongabia, behind which they retired. 
The Italians hold Monte Cricol and Fenile. The Austrians 
are scattered over the plain or assembled north of the 
Mongabia ridge. 

Beuko's and Weimar's Brigades, profiting by the respite 
which the brilliant feat of arms of Capt. Beeh told she itn 
had given them, formed at once for attack. 

Ou the right wing, two companies of Ifohenlohe's Regiment 
were directed against Ronati, followed closely by four more 
companies of the same regiment, ami by the seven companies 
of Degenf eld's Regiment which had been deployed at 
Coutrada dei Maschi. 

On the left wing, the main body of the Weimar Brigade 
adva need ou Alzare, five companies of 1st Battalion 
Degeufeld Regiment leading. The 4th Paumgarten Bat- 
talion followed, anil the .Kith rtiflos and the battery formed 
the reserve. Further to the left, the 3rd Battalion 
Degenf eld Regiment, under Colonel Biehnert, advauced 
along the left bank of the Tie-ne. 

The 2nd and 4th Battalions of Hohenlohe's Regiment, 
still hi rear of the 5th Corps, took no part in the fight. 

I said in a previous exercise that I would have distributed 
my troops in a different manner, had they been a Prussian 
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instead of an Austrian Division. But let us take them as 
we find them, aud ask ourselves— 

What orders should the Commander of the Division give 
at mch a moment 1 

The situation of the enemy's troops is only imperfectly 
known. We may conclude that there are seme reserves to the 
south of Monte Cricol, in rear of the troops already engaged. 
If so, there is danger to the Austrians, as these reserves 
may fall on the wearied battalions of General Benko at 
any moment, and divide the two wings of the Reserve 
Division. The eentre must therefore be strongly held. 
The guns of the Weimar Brigade should be used there 
forthwith, and also the six guns of the 9th battery 
already present, provided they are still in a condition to 
take part in the action. The plateau on the hill south- 
west of Palazzo Alzarea is a good artillery position, for 
from there- Monte Cricol may be effectively cannonaded ; 
and, if the enemy presses his attack, the level ground 
is commanded. The 9th battery would be posted 
on Monte Cricol. The infantry still available must ho 
posted in the plain - as we cannot tell how soon General 
Benko 'a troops, hurriedly rallied after a repulse, will be 
ready to take further part in the fight. Under these 
eircum stances, I should select a strong rallying point, and 
retain at my own disposal the last battalion of Weimar's 
Brigade (36th Rifles). 

But there are more points to be considered. The localities 
still held on the chain of heights should be strongly supported, 
and those which have been lost or abandoned should be 
recaptured and rooceiipied. On the right wing the 
13 companies of the Holeulohe and Degeufeld Regiments 
would be charged with the recapture of Renati. But as 
these regiments belong to different brigades it would be 
necessary to put them under one commander. 

The left column (3 battalions, including that opera- 
ting in the Valley of tho Tiono ) would be ordered to seize 
Fenile aud reoccupy Mongabia. 

If both wings were successful, the enemy, pressed on both 
flanks, and harassed by a heavy fire in front, would probably 
r on Monte Cricol. A light effort on the 




part of General Benko's troops would be sufficient to drive 
him back, especially as the continued attack by both wings 
in a southerly direction would exert a powerful influence on 
the defence of Monte Cricol. 

It would be for the commander of the Reserve Division 
to make the best of the situation directly the enemy's first 
line began to give way, and he should therefore keep bis 
Division well in hand. 

The objective of the left wing is Oliosi ; of the right 
wing, Campagna Rossa and Burato, and consequently 
Monte Torcolo. The left attack would be undertaken 
by Prince Weimar with the three battalions which were 
under his orders (1st and 3rd Battalions of the Degenfcld 
Ilcgiment and 4th EYinnijiark'n Battalion). General Benko 
would be in command on the right and would have under 
him the troops which rallied to the north of Monte Cricol, 
together with the right column, 13 companies or a littlo 
more than 2 battalions strong. 

The Officer Commanding the Division should take care 
to reinforce his reserve as strongly us possible. The 36th 
Rifles, in rear of Weimar's Brigade, would form the nucleus; 
and he could complete it by collecting that portion of 
Benko's Brigade which had been engaged to the last upon 
the heights, and those troops who had been engaged at 
Rcimti and on the Mon^ahia ridge. 

This operation would be easy at the latter point, for 
only two companies of the 37th Rirk's remained there. Thus 
the reserve, including the 36th Rifles, would probably 
amount to nearly three battalions. General Benko would 
thus have four battalions, i.e., his wlmk brigade, minus seven 
companies of the Degenl'eld Regiment, with which to con- 
tinue the fight. It follows that seven battalions could bo em- 
ployed on the line Rural'" Oliosi, which gives a front of 
2,000 paces to be covered by the first line. 

Lastly, the two batteries must be posted together on the 
lull, under one command. At the same time, the Officer 
Commanding the Division, looking closely into the dis- 
tribution of his troops, will see that tho two battalions 
of the Hohenlohe Regiment, (ire absent, and will do all he 
can to find them. He would, probably, bring up the 4th 




Battalion Maroicie, stationed uselessly at Castelnovo. 

If the troops engaged have to he reinforced, he will take 
care to send up this last battalion at once. 

We will now see how the fight actually progressed : — 

"Weimar's and Benko's Brigades profited by the mo- 
"ment of respite, and formed columns of attack. The 
"brilliant action of Beehloldsheim and his gallant comrades 
" had been of the greatest assistance. On the right, 6 
" companies of the Hohenlohe Regiment and 7 companies 
"of the Degenfeld Regiment marched against Renati. 
" The main body of Weimar's Brigade, forming the left 
" wing, marched against Fenile; and, in the centre, somewhat 
"refused, General Benko again attacked Monte Cricol. 

" Beyond Renati and in the village itself were the 30th 
" Regiment (Pisa Brigade) and three companies of the 
"20th Regiment, part of Villa! lermosa's advanced guard, 
"forming the extreme loft of the Italian line. 

"The main body (if Weimar's Hrigade advanced in two 
"columns. The right, consisting of 5 companies of the 
"1st Battalion Degenfeld, -1th Battalion Paumgarten, and 
"36th Rifles, moved by Alzarea. The left, consisting of 
"only one battalion (3rd De^enfeld), passed through Foreelli, 
"forded the Tione {three feet deep) at Feuile, and attacked 
"in conjunction with the lith Company Degenfeld, which 
"formed the advanced guard of the right column. The 
"enemy, after a vigorous defence, was routed and actively 
"pursued. Many prisoners were taken, and two guns were 
"found on the hill between Oliosi and Mougahia. A. troop of 
" Uhlans, under Captain Binder, detached from Moring's 
" Brigade of the Vth Corps, captured a large numher of 
"prisoners belonging to the 43rd Regiment. Tho centre 
"column had been held hack, and did not advance until 
"the two wings commenced their attack. The 37th Rifles 
"and the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the Frontier Regiment 
"deployed to the right of the road, and attacked Monte 
"Cricol. The 2nd Battalion of the Frontier Regiment 
" marched on Mougabia. 

"The enemy, seeing both flanks broken, retired without 
"offering any serious opposition. It was then that General 
" Villarey, slowly making his dispositions to march on 






" Castelnovo, as he bad been ordered, was killed at the head 
" of a detachment of the 30th Regiment. 

" At the same time that the attack in front was made 
" Piret's Brigade, belonging to the Vth Corps, took the 
" enemy in flank, and seized Oliosi after an obstinate 
"defence." 

From this we see that the Austrian attack was carried 
out practically as I outlined above — an enveloping attack on 
both flanks, combined with a detaining action in the centre. 

As General Benko had recommenced the fight with the 
troops he had had with him all the time, and General Villarey 
on his side had been able to give orders for the march on 
Castelnovo, and to strengthen his two flanks, it is clear that 
these two commands were for the moment left to them- 
selves. It would have been easy, I may add, to have joined 
to General IScuko's force two battalions taken from the 
reserve of the Division. 

I attach the greatest, importance to the formation of a 
divisional reserve. It is impossible to say whether a new 
reserve would have been necessary here, or, when the 
two forces had withdrawn in their respective positions after 
the first phase of the fight, if Bcuko's rallied battalions 
could have boon considered as a reserve ; for this depends 
on the personal views of the commander at the moment. 



EXERCISE XVIII. 

Arrival of the Vth Corps. The A tbu& of 
First's Brigade. 
The arrival of the Vth Corps had a decisive influence on 
the fight waged by the Reserve Division. It will be 
interesting, therefore, to relate what had taken place in 
connection with that Corps. The official account is too 
long to quote; a resume will suffice. The Vth Corps 
(three brigades), had deployed Bauer's Brigade at Palazzolo 
and Palazzina, fronting west. Ttio guns of that brigade 
opened fire, about 6.30,, against the enemy who were moving 
between Busetta and Oliosi. Some Italian guns replied to 
tliia fire from Oliosi. Meanwhile Poet's Brigade took up a 



concentric position at Brolino ; two batteries of the reserve 
artillery being posted on its right, with six troops of the 
Sicilian Uhlans as escort. 

Turning to the official account, we read as follows : — 

" Storming of Uiion hit mm S am! 9.30 o'clock. 
" The action of Weimar's and lieuko's Brigades had 
naturally attracted the attention of the general officer 
commanding the Vlh Corps, then [Misted at San Eocco. 
" Observing from the lirolino heights that hostilo 
battalions were advancing bom Monte Vcnto, he imme- 
diately sent a column to take them in flank, so as to 
relieve the Reserve Division, which he believed to be 
engaged with a superior force. Towards 8 o'clock 
General Rodich ordered Pn-et's Brigade, posted near 
Brolino, to movo on Oliosi ami seine it, so as to facilitate 
the movement of the Reserve Division on that place, 
which it had been ordered to reach." 
We know that according to the orders from Army Head- 
Qnarters the Vth Corps had to movo on San Rocco di 
Palazzolo, and there await instructions ; and also that 
about 8 o'clock the Commander-in-Chief had sent ifc a further 
order : — " To leave San Rocco and to move on Santa Lucia, 
"crossing the Tionc as soon as the Reserve Division occupies 
"Olios!." But this last order did not arrive in time. 

Under these circumstances, I will ask: — " What steps 
should the Commander of the Vth Corps take?" 

Although the orders from Head-quarters and the verbal 
explanations of the day before had assigned San Rocco di 
Palazzolo as the point to be attained by the Vth Corps, 
it was, nevertheless, im]m,ssihle for the Commander to leave 
the Reserve Division ("hose defeat seemed only too certain) to 
its fate. Support was urgent, and we must approve 
of the decision of General Rodich. We will only 
ask: — " What force should be sent to support the Meserve 
Division i " 

Every leader who goes into action with im isolated force, 
such as a single battalion, must, if necessary, bring his last 
man into action. Consequently I would not willingly 
place a single detachment of troops under my command 
such a situation by sending it to attack Oliosi — more 




than 2,500 paces from my position at Sail Kocco — thus 
separating it from tho rest of the Corps and leaving it to 
its fate. 

The following would be my plan of action:— 
One Brigade will attack Oliosi, the way being prepared 
by the Artillery, Oijieeiidly the Reserve Artillery. The 2nd 
Brigade will follow, in echelon, to the left rear of the 
1st Brigade and covering its flank. I think this disposition 
especially necessary, as " the enemy with fresh troops con- 
tinned to advance over Monte Veiito against the Reserve 
Division." The 3rd Brigade will form the general reserve, 
and move on both sides of the road Oliosi — San Kocco. 
The Cavalry {six troops) will reconnoitre on the left flank 
towards the south. In this way I can support the Reserve 
Division with all my troops, and may perhaps give a 
victorious turn to the fight on the other side of the Tioue. 

ft would be, of course, necessary to report this decision to 
Head-quarters. But at the same time, the situation might 
be suddenly changed, if an order like the following were to 

The Vth will at <mce take part in the fight of the Vllth 
and IXth Corps, which are further to the east. Am I 
in a position tn engage my brigades on that side also? 

The Comniiiuder -in-Chief looks at the situatiou only aa a 
whole. He may possibly be indifferent to the fate of the 
Reserve Division ; for it may be part of his plan to attract 
a considerable force of the enemy on the Reserve Division and 
away from tho decisive point. And, at the same time, 
if he calculates on the Vth Corps being found concentrated 
at Sau Rocco at his own disposal, and ou its abstaining from 
taking part in the fight on the right bank of the Tione, the 
battle may perhaps be lost. The occupation of Han Rocco and 
the attack on Oliosi are, therefore, both essential. I ought, 
then, to try to combine lis far us possible these two contra- 
dictory conditions : to hold San Rocco, and to support the 
fight at Oliosi. 

Moreover, the troops I send to attack Oliosi need not be 
left entirely Without support, I ean aid the attack with all 
my artillery, which I do not think need he pushed so far 
to the front as to get out of the hand of the Corps' 
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Commander. The troops would also attack in direct touch 
with the Reserve Division. 

To render effective the support lent to the Reserve 
Division, 1 would employ a whole brigade, thus main- 
taining unity of command. 

We must not lose sight of the necessity of protecting the 
left flank of this brigade. This could be done by its own 
troops, unless I added to it the 2nd Brigade, with orders 
to cover that flank. Looking ;il tin.' whole situation, however, I 
prefer the tirst method, as by adopting it I shonld have for 
immediate employment (in ease further orders reached me 
from the Commander-in-Chief) two Brigades, i.e., two-thirds 
of the Corps, in compact order. 

We may now examine the dispositions which Piret'a 
Brigade should make, during the advance against Oliosi, for 
the protection of its left flank, either by means of its own 
troops, or by a detached unit. 

Piret's Brigade had no cavalry, and according to the 
official account, consisted of — 

5th Rifle Battalion, 951 men. 

50th Regiment, 3 battalions, 3,070 men. 

75th Regiment, 3 battalions, 3,013 men. 

2nd battery, 8 guns. 

Total — 7 battalions, 7,034 men, 8 guns. 

I will first ask — In what formation should the Brigade 
advance to the attack 1 

Broliuo, whence the Brigade starts, is a little over a mile 
from Oliosi. The full deployment in order of battle is not 
yet necessary. The attack proper may begin from the 
crest of tho ridgo which extends to the north of ltagajola. 
But before the Brigade arrives there some changes in the 
fight on the other side of the Tione will probably have 
occurred. We cannot, therefore, say beforehand whether it 
will be best to attack Oliosi from the north or south. 

1 should detail the 5th Rifle Battalion as 
advanced guard, and order the two Infantry Regiments to 
follow in lino of regimental columns, the 50th to the 
north of tho road leading from l.ireliuo to Oliosi, and the 
75th to the south. If the brigade had any Cavalry attached, 
I should order them to cover the left flank. If troops from 




another brigade were not sent for this purpose, a battalion 
of the 75th could bo employed here. According to the map, 
the hill to the north of .lose appears to be a very favourable 
position for covering the left flank of the attacking columns. 
Finally, if there was sulikicnt cavalry, and it had been sent 
far to the front, I should not detach a battalion from the 
Brigade until the approach of the enemy was announced. 

I will now suppose that, in accordance with the above idea, 
the left flank is protected, and the seven battalions march off 
together. Let uh recall what was happening at. the moment 
when General Kodieh ordered the advance of I'irct's Brigade. 
The Reserve Division was beginning to give way; that is, 
the four battalions under General Renko were falling back 
before the Pisa Brigade, and the Austrian* were retreating 
from Mongabia and Monte Cricol. When Piret's Brigade 
had arrived sufficiently near to commence its attack, I 
presume the situation would he almost unchanged, although 
Benko's Brigade would perhaps have lost a few more men. 

Oliosi is the point d'<tpj>ui of the enemy's right flank, and 
consequently of his attack against the lleserve Division. 
It is necessary to try to carry this point ; especially neces- 
sary, as all further advance of Piret's Brigade, either to the 
north or south, is impossible so long as the defenders of 
Oliosi are not held in check by a direct attack. On tho 
other hand, tho situation, I think, demands, independently 
of the movements of the Reserve Division, the advance 
of the whole of I'irct's Brigade by the north. 

It would certainly be possible to obtain important results 
by an advance from the south ; for if the enemy were 
repulsed by the Reserve Division, he would be caught 
between two fires, and his line of retreat would be 
threatened. But the effect of such a movement would not 
be felt at once, and it is most important) first of all, to 
afford relief to the troops of the Reserve Division. 

On the other hand, fresh troops of the enemy have been 
observed marching on Monte Cricol, and the Austriaus 
will incur the danger, in that ease, of being surrounded 
near Oliosi, and of being caught between two fires 
themselves. 

Considering all things, I would attack Oliosi in front, 



with the right wing of the Brigade a little in advance. The 
dispositions for this movement may vary; but it is essential 
that the idea which governs them should conform to the 
end to be attained, which is to attack Oliosi, and to bring 
op, on the ground to the north of that village, a sufficient 
number of troops to form a rcservo. 

For example: I would order the Battalion of Rifles to 
attack Oliosi in front, the 50th Regiment of Infantry to 
advauce by the north to support the movement, and the 75th 
Regiment to remain in reserve. The 50th should have two 
battalions in first line, and one in second. As regards the 
artillery, we will suppose that the Army Corps had one 
brigade of three batteries and (lie reserve batteries (three 
abo), in all, 48 guns.* As I remarked before, it is 
preferable that these batteries should not have escaped 
from the hand uf the Commander of the Army Corps, in the 
event of the Corps being ordered elsewhere ; and, therefore, 
they should take op a position as near as possible to their 
own Corps. The distribution of the Austrian Artillery in 
the Army Corps was not favourable to concentration. 
Attaching them to brigade! disseminated their power; for 
if the full effect of guns is locked for they must be massed. 

hi this ease the brigades were close to one another, and 
the massing of the batteries would not be difficult. I 
would then mass the batteries 1 have kept with the main 
body, as well as the reserve artillery and the batteries 
attached to the brigades Bauer and Moling ; and, according 
to the nature of the ground and the progress of the fight, 
I would place them cither wholly or partly on the cast 
side of the Tione to the west of Brolino. But I would 
allow the battery attached to I'irct's Brigade to follow its 
brigade, for, coming into notion at short range, it could 
render very effective support, The batteries posted to the 
west of Brolino could cover with their fire all the ground 
between Oliosi and Mongabia, and the battery with Piret's 
Brigade, posted in front on the left flank, could effectively 
prepare the attack on Oliosi, and engage any hostile 
troops who might appear to the south of that village. 





The actual dispositions, according to the official account, 
were as follows : — ■ 

" The attack was prepared by the brigade artillery (2nd 
" Battery) and two reserve butteries (5th and 7th), posted 
" between Corte and Brolino. The Beuedek Regiment of 
" Bauer's Brigade was nnlered to cover the left flank of the 
" attacking eoluiuu, and Moring's Brigade, which had 
"just arrived at Casazze, formed the reserve." 

Whilst these movements were being carried out, Captain 
lieohtoldsheim executed iiis gEillnid charge. 

By this disposition the Commander of the Army Corps 
retained in hand only four battalions of Bauer's Brigade. 
In my opinion, as I have previously explained, ho great a 
dispersion of any Army Corps is only admissible if there is a 
certainty of being in touch with the neighbouring troops, 
and if it is in accordance with the views of the Commander 
of the Army. 

We are unable to discuss this point, as it is not alluded 
to in the official text. The circumstancos which caused 
these dispositions cannot therefore be here criticised. 

To continue from the Official Account : — 

" General Piret descended the Brolino ridge, and 
" moved on Oliosi in the following order : Leading, and 
" forming the vanguard, a half-company of the 
" 5th Rifles ; then two half-companies of the same bat- 
" talion, one on each side of the Broli no-Olio si road. Then 
" came the main body of the Brigade, formed in two lines ; 
" in the first line, on the right of the road, two Battalions of 
" the 50th Regiment, on the left two Battalions of the 75th, 
" all four deployed in line of columns of half -com panics. 
" In the second line, on the right of the road, 
"the 1st Battalion 50th Regiment, and on the left the 
" 1st Battalion of the 75th in columns of half-companies. 
" The Benedek Regiment moved on the loft flank of 
" Piret 's Brigade, with 2nd and 3rd Battalions in the first 
" line, and the 1st Battalion in the second line, all three in 
" columns of half-companies. The remainder of Bauer's 
"Brigade took up a position on the hills of San Rocco. 
"Its battery, posted in front of Forni, directed its fire 
"against Oliosi, having first silenced Borne Italian guns 



"which enfiladed them from the I'ermsu heights. The 2nd 
"and 3rd Battalions of the Grueber Regiment of Morings' 
"Brigade shortly after wards received orders to follow Piret's 
" Brigade ; but like the Benedek Regiment, they were 
" stopped 011 their march by the unexpected arrival of the 
"leading troops of Sirtori's Division at Pernisa." 

This last paragraph opens a new horizon for our conai dera- 
tion. It changes completely the point of view, and gives 
a new turn to the situation. This I will treat in the 
next exercise. 

"The remainder of Moring'.s Ijrigadc (5 battalions and 
" 16 gnus) took up a position between Brulino and San 
" Bocco, and remained at the disposal of the Commander 
" of the Army Corps. It was nearly 8 o'clock when the 
" movement against Oliosi commenced. General Piret 
"advanced his right wing a little so as to relieve the 
"Reserve Division as quickly as possible." 

Thus we see that the dispositions of the Pisa Brigade, in all 
essential points, were in accordance with those I suggested. 
The left flank is covered ; the advance is carried out in the 
same way as I laid down ; the Rifles form the advanced 
guard, and the two regiments follow in compact order. 
The attack is carried out by the right wing, ho as to re- 
establish communication with the Reserve Division. 



EXERCISE XIX. 

General Disposition of the Vth Army Corps. 

The situation of the Vth Corps is the subject of this 
exercise. I have already stated that the corps had received 
orders from the Commander-in-Chief to move on San Rocco 
di Palazzolo. 

So long as no other orders were given to the Commander 
of the Army Corps, I do not consider it proved that the Vth 
Army Corps should necessarily have taken part in the fight 
waged by the Reserve Division, although it should certainly 
have given considerable support to the latter. 

I say this because it was not known what the Commander- 





in-Chief of the Army intended to do with the Vth Army 
Corps. The Corps Commander could not appreciate the 
entire situation and was not, therefore, in a position to 
decide of himself ©a the advisability of engaging his whole 
force. The larger units should always be kept in hand, 
awaiting orders, and at the disposal of the Commander-in- 
Chief 

The order of the Archduke Albert, alluded to above, 
is a proof of this. It was sent to the Vth Corps, at 8 
o'clock, from the hill of Montebollo, but it had not yet 
arrived. The full text was us follows :~- 

" The Vth Corps will leave San Rocco, and move on 
"Santa Lucia, crossing die Tione as soon as 
" the Reserve Division has occupied Oliosi. 
"Advance vigorously towards Monte Vento. 
" The Reserve Division will take up a 
"position between the roads leading from Sali- 
"ouze and Oliosi to Monzambano, and destroy 
"the bridges established at the latter place. 
''Send on this order to the Reserve Division."* 
Rut the situation was changed at once directly the 
enemy appeared in forco on the left bank of the Tione, fac- 
ing the position round Sun Uocco, assigned to the Vth Corps. 
As long as the enemy advanced, generally in the direction 
of San Roceo, or on a point near it, the Vth Corps if intact 
could cither await the enemy's Attack, acting on the 
defensive, or could advance to meet the enemy, according 
to the advantages of the ground. Rut if the enemy appeared 
in considerable strength after Pirn's Brigade had become 
engaged at Oliosi, the remainder of the Corps could not 
maintain its defensive attitude, but must attack these fresh 
bodies at once. The task assigned to Piret's Brigade 
was therefore difficult, and a certain amount of risk could 
not be avoided. 

In this case, I would order Rimer's brigade to advance on 
Rosolotti and Jese, and Moring's Brigade to follow, filling 
the gap between Bauer and Piret. 

To support this attack, the guns posted to the west of 
Brolino would approach Bauer's Brigade, except the 



12 pounder battery, which would be detached to Piret's 
Brigade, and employed on ita right wing. This lust brigade 
would have then 16 guns, whilst, 32 gunB would he ready to 
open five against Oliosi and to the south-west. 

By this movement the Army Corps might perhaps be 
drawn ir, a direction which does not agree with the ulterior 
views of the Oomiuamlur-iii Chief, whose intentions arc not 
known. But when a large body of troops is in the front 
line, and the enemy is encountered in great force, it cannot 
remain at the absolute disposal of the Commander-in-Chief, 
for the Commander of an Army Corps is always permitted 
to act on his own initiative iu urgent cases. 

EXERCISE XX. 

Measures taken by Cerate's Division. 

The facts which wc have related show that the appear- 
ance of the main body of the Reserve Division, and 
especially the intervention of Piret's Brigade, almost com- 
pletely disorganized the Italian forces on the right bank of 
the TtoiiQ. 

Wo are also aware of the rout of the Forli Brigade, of 
which there only remained one battalion intact, as the 
result of Bechtoldsheim's charge. Under such conditions, 
there could be no doubt as to the issue of the conflict. 
Pressed in front and on the Hanks by fresh troops, the one 
battalion which yet remained could not oiler resistance 
along the long line extending from Iiurato to Oliosi, and 
at the same time cover the flanks of the Brigade. All 
resistance ceased in Oliosi when the advanced troops of 
Piret's Brigude completed the disorganization of the Italians 
by dispersing them. If a portion of the latter — most of all 
the left wing — had offered a successful resistance, and had 
made a stand at Iiurato and Campngna Uossa, "here there was 
good cover on the neighbouring hills and especially on Monte 
Torcolo, the right wing could have found a point oVappui 
at Bnsetta and on the hills south-west. The Italians might 
thus have maintained their hold on this liue, and have 
organized a new front of resistance. The overthrow of the 




Forli Brigade had thus a decisive influence on the final 
result. 

What dispositions could the Italian Army have made, 
if that catastrophe had not occurred t 

To obtain a standpoint whence to consider this question, 
we must return to the imaginary situation in Eserciso XV. 

General Villahermosa occupied Oliosi with one battalion ; 
the other battalions, as well as the Pisa Brigade, had been 
repulsed at Renati, Monte Cricol, and Fenile. The Forli 
Brigade had in reserve the 43rd Regiment (two battalions) 
between the high road and the Campagna Rossa, and the 
44th Regiment at Oliosi. 

To resist the attack which threatens the right flank of 
that brigade, and to support the fight in front, it appears 
to me to be necessary to move forward two battalions of 
the 43ril Regiment. I would use them to serve as rallying 
points to the retreating battalions, viz., one on the highway 
at the cross-roads, the other to protect Campagna Rossa and 
Barato, According us the tight went on the left flank, this 
last battalion might perhaps couliue itself to the defence of 
Monte Torcolo, 

I would post one battalion of the 44th Regiment and a 
battery to the south of Oliosi, in order to oppose an 
attack coming from the other side of the Tionc, or to take 
in flank an attack against the village from the east. The 
two other battalions would be held in reserve at Oliosi. The 
remainder of the Artillery would take up a position between 
Monte Torcolo and the high road. 

AH the retreating troops of tho Pisa Brigade and those 
of General Villahormosn which did not come to a halt on 
this rallying position, would be formed tip south-west of 
Valpezone. 

The small force of cavalry still present on the field 
would hurl themselves on the pursuing enemy wherever 
their own infantry were in the greatest straits. 





EXERCISE XXI. 



Action of Pint's Brigade after the Capture of Oliosi. 

Tho last extract from the official account was to the effect 
that General Piret proposed to move od Oliosi with hia right 
wing advanced, so as to afford relief as quickly as possible 
to the Reserve Division. It then goes on to Bay : — 

" The troops crossed the Tione. The skirmishers opened 
"fire, and the battalion of Rifles soon attacked the village, 
" seized the church and several ol the houses. At the same 
" moment, the one battalion that remained unbroken of the 
" Brigade Forli, and some detachments, which had been 
"rallied after their defeat, belonging to the other battalions 
"of that brigade, en lured the village from the south and 
" west, and established themselves there directly they dis- 
" covered the presence of the Vth Corps. 

If Oliosi had been occupied by the Italians in sufficient 
force, the entrance of the Rifles into the village would 
have been very difficult. The importance they attached to 
the holding of Oliosi is proved by the despatch thither of the 
single unbroken battalion. To continue from the official 
account—" The Infantry, except the 3rd Battalion 50th 
" Regiment, held in reserve at the disposal of General Piret, 
"followed the Rifles ami entered Oliosi, the 50th Regiment 
"by the north-east, and the 75th by the south-east, and 
" drove the enemy from the village." 

Thus General Piret kept a reserve exclusively at 
his own disposal, very wisely, and in conformity with what 
I have said on this subject. By the map, we can 
scarcely estimate if this reserve might not have been 
stronger or if the G battalions mentioned above, or even part of 
them, might not have been belter employed outside the village. 
According to a note a little further on in the official account, 
this last was possibly the ease. It says, " according to Major 
" Corsi, the 3rd battalion of the -I- 3rd Regiment, belonging to 
" the Forli Brigade, arrived on t lie field ofbattle at the moment 
" of Captain Beehtoldsheim's charge, and tried by a counter- 
" attack to disengage the right flank of tho Brigade. This 
"attack was jjrnlmbty made either a/iaxuM the -Ird Dee/enfetd 




"battalion, or against part of Piret's Brigade, which was ad- 
" vancing to the north of the Brolino — Oliosi road. The 
"brave commander i>f this battalion toll, mortally wounded, 
" as Ilia battalion was driven back." 

Further on it adds : — 

" One single house, the presbytery, remained in the hands 
" of the enemy, who defended themselves there with great vig- 
" our; and it was only earned two hours later by Colonel Count 
" Attems, in command of the left column of Benko's Brigade 
" (2nd and 4th Hoheulohe battalions), which, as I have 
"already mentioned, had inclined too much to the left, 
"moving on Brolino. This column had followed Piret's 
"Brigade in its movement against Oliosi, and had entered 
" the village With it. It captured 5 officers and 40 rank and 
"file." 

Remembering that the two Hohenlohe battalions had 
followed and entered Oliosi with Piret's Brigade ; what should 
that Brigade do, after the. capture of Oliosi i 

It would either receive orders from the Commander of the 
Army Corps, or would act ofitsclf, before any orders arrived. 
In cither case, the Reserve Division is engaged to the west 
of Oliosi. There are two alternatives for Piret's Brigade; 
to clear Oliosi of the enemy, or to reform, so as to be ready 
to be employed elsewhere as quickly as possible. 

The capture of the bouses which the enemy held in the 
village, the evacuation of the farms, the collecting of the 
prisoners, could be well left to the 5th Rifles, who were 
the first to enter the village, and who probably suffered most 
from the enemy's fire. If the detachment of Benko's 
Brigade ('2 battalions Hoheulohe) which had followed Piret's 
Brigade, were ready to assist, the Commander of Piret's Bri- 
gade would have an opportunity of re-uniting his whole 
Brigade. 

It is not possible to discover the distances which sepa- 
rated the different parts of Piret's Brigade in the attack on 
the village. Still, if the enemy fled towards Busetta and 
Monte Veil to, an endeavour should be made to pursue them ;for 
if an attempt were made to stop the troops pursuing, for the 
purpose of re-forming 1 them, the enemy would have time to 
recover himscif, and re-forming, to organize a new line, 
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of resistance. But, ou the other hand, if the brigade had 
to deal with the enemy reinforced by fresh troops, a 
disorderly pursuit would undoubtedly expose it to certain 
defeat, and all the ground gained would be speedily lost. 

Bearing these considerations in mind, the object might 
be attained by making the following dispositions: — The 
leading troops to follow up the enemy till they met 
with a determined resistance. Tbe 3rd Battalion of the 50th 
Regiment, held in reserve, to follow as a support. The 
remainder to re-form at Oliosi ou ground pointed out by 
the General ; the battery to advance and pursue the enemy 
with its fire. 

But it might happen that the enemy might leave the 
scene of action so quickly that only an instantaneous 
pursuit by the first line would have any chance of 
success. Otherwise the necessity of re-forming the whole 
Brigade ready for further action is of the first importance. 
In this case, we must find cover from the enemy's artillery 
for the Brigade, and select suitable rallying points for the 
different regiments. If there are still some battalions in 
close order, they would take in hand the covering of the 
Brigade to the south or west according as the fight had 
gone. If there were none, the 3rd Battalion of the 50th 
Rudiment would be available for this duty. 

The choice of ground for re-forming depends on what 
ground is least under fire of the enemy. Therefore, we 
must consider the direction of the enemy's fire from the 
south, and the houses in Oliosi he still holds. If these last 
are not against it, the most suitable ground for re-forming 
appeal's to me to be the west of the village for the 50th 
Regiment, which had entered by the north-east, and the 
east side for the 75th Regiment, which advanced ou 
the left flank. 

If the enemy's fire sweeps these points, it will be neces- 
sary to search for ground to the south or north of Oliosi, 

The deployment of the l'iret's Brigade for the advance on 
Monte Vento, and for continuing the operation it had been 
entrusted with, was actually made as follows : — 

" Leaving Oliosi, l'iret's Brigade advanced on Monte Vento 
both sides of the high-road ; on the right, the 




"2nd Battalion of the 75th Regiment and the 3rd Bat- 
" talkm of the 50th ; on the left, the 1st and 2nd Battlious 
" of the 50th followed the two Battalions of the 75th ; 
" the 5th Rifles formed the Reserve." 

It is impossible, as we have seen, to discuss the distances 
between these successive battalions. 

"Oliosi was held by the 2nd and 4th Hobeulobe Bat- 
" talions, and one company of 1st Battalion (Bunko's Brigade). 
"The Battery attached to First's Brigade advanced as far 
"as Kagajola, and continued firing upon the retreating 
" enemy." 



EXERCISE XXII. 

Attack on Bimitti aw/ Caui-pngwi. Komu hij the right wing 
of the Reserve Division. 

The official account returns again to the Reserve 
Division, which we left when its right wing, 6 
companies Hohenlohe and 7 companies Degenfeld, was 
advancing on Renati. On the left the main body of 
Prince Weimar's Brigade, viz. : — 5 companies of the 1st 
Hohenlohe Battalion, 4th Paumgarten Battalion, and 3(ith 
Rifles, was marching on Fenile through Akarea, and the 
3rd Degenfeld Battalion was moving also on Fenile by 
Forcelli. The latter battalion, as we know, captured Fenile in 
conjunction with the 5th Company Degenfeld, and then 
advanced beyond Mongabia. 

The main body of General Benko's Brigade, 37th Rifles 
and the Frontier lieiaineut, followed without meeting much 
resistance, the larger portion on Mount Cricol, and one 
battalion on Mongabia. 

The different parts of the Reserve Division are thus 
sufficiently concentrated ; 13 companies are on the right 
flank, 7 on the left. Three or four battalions in two 
columns follow in reserve under the commanders of their 
respective brigades. As regards pursuit, it would be 
certainly necessary to have a support to the troops 
pursuing; but this can be provided by the t'otce nearest at hand. 





As regards the right wing, the ijuestion which naturally 
arises concerns the taking of Burato and Campagna 
Hossa — How should the attack on thus? places he carried out, 
if 13 companies can be employed under the same 
command I 

According to the map, Burato appears to be merely an 
isolated farm, distant 2">0 paces to the west of Campagna 
Rossa. The troops at our disposal would therefore be fully 
sufficient to attack both places at the same time. The 
manner in which this attack would be carried out evidently 
depends on the position of the troops when it is decided 
upon. If circumstances allow of it, I would employ the 
six Hohonlohe companies against Campagna Hossa, and 
two Degeuf'elil companies against Kurato. The five remain- 
ing Degenfeld companies would form a reserve. 

If the Commander of the Division, as the fight progressed, 
found himself compelled to afford farther rapport to the 
fight round Campagna Hossa, he might order General-Major 
Benko to advance with the four battalions under his orders, 
and bring up his reserve from Monte Cried. 

However, if the right wing captured these two places 
before the support arrived, the enemy would, without 
doubt, be again encountered on Monte Torcolo, especially 
if he were not completely disorganized. How should this 
attack be executed I The ravine which separates Monte 
Torcolo from the hills of Burato appears so formidable, 
that a frontal attack against Monte TotcoIo seems im- 
practicable. I think the attack should be so carried 
out that the enemy would be detained along the whole of 
his front, while both his flanks were being turned. For 
this purpose one battalion would surround the hill on one 
side, while the other detained the enemy in front, and the 
reserve tamed the opposite flank. 

Now let us see what actually took place. In the official 
account we read : — 

" At the same time that General l'iret became master 
"of Oliosi, the infantry of the Reserve Division drove the 
" enemy from Monte Torcolo, and the troops from Peschiera 
"arrived at Feliona." The details were as follows : 
On the right wing, four Degenfeld companies (7, 8, II, and 
7—2 





12) took Burato at the first rush, and then attacked Monte 
Torcolo; four Hohenlohe companies (3, 4, 5, 6) took Cam- 
pagna Rossa after ;ui obstinate and vigorous resistance, and 
pursued the enemy as far as they could towards Marag- 
notte ; three other Degenfeld companies (6, 9 and 10}, which 
had also advanced on Campagna Rossa, cleared Monte 
Torcolo of the enemy, and took up a position there. Two 
Hohenlohe con [pill lies are also mentioned ; of these, the 1st, 
which had been detached on the right flank at Contra dei 
Maschi, was vigorously engaged at Renati, Burato and 
Monte Torcolo; the 2nd Company, aB we know, had done 
good work with Benko's Brigade, and had entered Oliosi 
with it. 

"On the left flank of the Reserve Division, the 3rd Bat- 
" talion and the 5th company of the Degenfeld Regiment, 
"although charged vigorously by a detachment of the 
"enemy's cavalry, had followed, with two half-companies on 
"either side of the road, to a point abreast Oliosi. A 
" half -company led the advance: having reached Valpezone, 
" it moved on Maragnotte." 

Thus the Commander of the Deijeiifuld Regiment had on 
his left flank the 1st and 3rd Battalions of his regiment, with 
the exception of the 6th Company, which was on Monte 
Torcolo. 

The Commander of the Hohenlohe Regiment rallied a 
little later at Oliosi his 2nd and 4th Battalions and also his 
2nd Company. 

" In the centre, General Benko held Monte Cricol. 
"To reinforce him, it was necessary to move up the 
" two batteries of the Reserve Division, the 36th 
" Rifles, and the 4th Paumgarten Battalion. But the 
"latter had been ordered to move forward in order to 
" cover the attack on Campagna Iiossa. A half-company 
" of the 3fith Rifles had also heeu detached, and, following 
"the 3rd ne.L'cniV'ld Battalion, had joined I'iret's Brigade at 

The reserve consisted of five battalions and two-thirds of 
another. The 4th Paumgarten Battalion had beeu sent to 
support the attack on Campagna Rossa, 

" Lastly, the 4th Maroicic Initiation was still at Castel- 



"novo. Such were the positions of the different parts of 
"the Reserve Division about 11 o'clock, when General 
" Rnpprecht received the orders, issued si bout 8 o'clock, 
" to move on Monaainbano and destroy the bridge at 
"Bottura." 

Before going further, we ought to know how the different 
phases of the fight were carried out on the side of the 
Italians in this part of the field. 



EXERCISE XXIII. 

Employment of the Reserve of the Italian 1st Corps. 

We now return to the Italian Army. To quote from the 
official account : — 

" After their defeat at Oliosi, the troops of General 
" Villahermosa, as well as the Pisa and Forli Brigades, 
" retired, part on Monte Veil to, and the remainder on 
" Monmmbano and Valeggio. General Durando, who 
"marched behind the 1st Division, quickly grasping the 
" fact that the troops had met with a check, ordered the 
"reserve of the 1st Corps, which was debouching from 
" Valeggio, to advance at once on Monte Vento. 

"This reserve, under General Chillini, consisted of the 
"Aosta Regiment of Lancers, the 2nd, 8th, and 13th 
" Bersaglieri, and four batteries. The 4th Bersaglieri, 
"winch was also intended to form put of the reserve, had 
" remained at Moutalto on the right bank of the Mincio, as 
" escort to the trains." 

Sow should the Reserve of the 1st Army Corps be 
employed ? 

The whole of one division hail been compelled to retreat, 
nothing therefore was to be expected from an attack by 
three battalions. 

There are some points relating to this reserve which we 
must criticise. First of all, it had been formed by taking 
a battalion of Bersaglieri from each Division. Secondly, I 
think that with an Army Corps of four Divisions it is not 
necessary to create a fifth division as a reserve, for if 
mistakes creep into the dispositions of the march, or into 



the execution of the march by the various columns, the 
reserve will arrive too late to be used otherwise than to 
cover the retreat. 

Lastly, I cousider the leaving of a battalion of this 
reserve to guard the trains of the Army Corps as useless. 
West of the Mincio, towards Pcschiera, the trains are 
protected by a Division, and to the east of that river by 
the forward movement of the Army. 

Now let us see how the reserve should be employed. It 
could only be employed on the defensive, in order to check 
the euemy and to give time to the defeated troops to rally. 
Monte Vento and the neighbouring hills present for this 
purpose a position eminently suitable. The squadrons of the 
Aosta Kegiment of Lancers would first search all ground 
which might give cover to the Austrian skirmishers. If 
all five squadrons were present, three might be placed in 
the first line, and two would follow in support. 

The Bersaglieri must he stationed at different points, for 
the front of the fight is much extended, and the enemy is 
pursuing on Maragnotte as well as on Valpezone. I would 
try then to hold the high road, and with one battalion to oc- 
cupy Busetta and the rocky hills east of the road. A second 
battalion would form a point d'appui on the left flank. 
It is impossible to judge by the map whether this could 
be best done at Maragnotte or on the hills to the south of 
that hamlet. It depends on the distance at which the enemy 
maybe. The 3rd Battalion would he at first kept in reserve ; 
but if the enemy advances between liusett.a and the Tione, 
a part of this battalion should occupy the Font ana 
Fredda heights. 

The troops who retired still fighting, would there find a 
rallying position. Every effort should be made to assemble 
behind this line the men coming in by driblets from all 
directions. 

Still the Bersaglieri are much separated. I would, there- 
force, place the batteries m as concentric a position as 
possible, and would reinforce them by all the guns returning 
from the front. The line of hills to the south of Busetta 
and to the south of Munipmtte appeal's to FiU'ord the most 
favourable position for artillery. If it is under the fire 



of the enemy's artillery, and it i$ impossible for the guns 
t j come into action, another position must be looked for 
a little further in rear, perhaps on Monte Vento, on either 
aide of the high road. Further, should the advance of the 
enemy on Foil tana Fredda necessitate the occupation of 
that hill, the reinforcement of that flank by a battery 
would be advantageous. 

1 must not, however, tWget coiiimmncation with Sirtori's 
Division, which is advancing, at some distance, on Pernisa, 
nor the securing of the passage at Monzambano. To do 
both the reserve is not strong enough. If I only kept in 
view the retreat on Monzambano, I should incur the risk 
of seeing the enemy getting between me and Sirtori's 
Division, and of thus preparing a catastrophe which would 
deprive me of all possibility of offering a successful 
resistance, even if the reserve managed to join Sirtori's 
Division. 



> cover the retreating 
" troops. One squadron near the bill of Valpezoue charged 
" the "th Company of the 50th Regiment, but in spite of 
" great bravery, was repulsed with severe loss. The 2nd 
" and 8th Bersaglieri also advanced. The first occupied 
" the Fontana Fredda heights, and the second took up a 
" position on the left of the road between Maragnotte and 
"Busetta; the men found cover in a ditch. The 13th 
" Bersaglieri remained in reserve on Monte Vento, The 
" four batteries took up a position in front of the defile, 
"on both sides of the road, and were reinforced by 3 
"guns belonging to Oenile's Division, which had retired in 
"sufficiently good order. There were thus 27 guns 
"in position. They opened fire at 10.40 a.m., and 
" maintained it for a long time. 

"To oppose this artillery, General Eodich advanced by 
" degrees the three reserve batteries of the Vtb Corps ; the 
"5th and 7th to Columbarola, the 10th to Forni with a 
" section at Rosoletti. The 3rd Battery of Bauer's Brigade 
" also took post at Forni, the 2nd (Pi ret 's Brigade) at 
" Rogajola, and the 9th (Benko's Brigade) on Monte Cricol." 




The dispositions of the reserve of the 1st Italian Army 
Corps agree, oil the whole, with those that I suggested. 



We may pause here for a moment, in order to take a brief 
view of the wliole situatii.ui, as given in the otticial account, 
and to remark more particularly the incidents in which the 
remainder of the Vth Corps and Sirtori's Division were 
concerned. 

Whereas the advanced guard of Sirtori's Division reached 
Oliosi, the main body crossed the Tione and advanced 
towards Pernisa. The leading brigade deployed on the left 
bank of the stream, the nest brigade on the right bank. 
The former soon fell in with the Benedek Regiment, 
covering the left flank of Piret's Brigade. After a stubborn 
engagement, in which the 19th Austrian Rifles also took 
part, the Italians fell back across the Tione in disorder. 

The Austrians gained two advantages, first, the strong 
position along t lie Santa I.ueia ridge, which the enemy had 
occupied, afterwards fell into their hands ; and second, the 
reserve Italian batteries on Monte Vento were compelled to 
come into action. Colonel Bauer was ordered to hold the 
captured positions, two battalions of Moring's Brigade 
eventually supporting him. 

Such was the situation on the Austrian right wing about 
11 a.m., and there are many interest inn tactical problems 
which may be based upon it. 



EXERCISE XXIV. 

The misKtoi). of the Reserm Bivi'ion to destroy the 
Bridges at Monzamhano. 
The distribution of the troops at this momeut is as 
follows : — On Monte Toroolo and at Barato, seven 
Degenfeld companies and one Hohenlohe company ; 
moving against Maragnottc, four Hohenlohe companies ; in 
the direction of Valpezoue, two Degenfeld companies ; 



marching from Monte Cricol on Campagna Rosaa, the 
4th Paumgarten Battalion. 

On the road, in line with Oliosi, nine Degenfeld com- 
panies; to the south of Oliosi, Piret's Brigade of the Vth 
Corps, with two companies of the 37th Rifles, which had 
entered Oliosi along with the Brigade ; on Monte Cricol, 
two batteries, the 36th Rifles, the three battalions of the 
Frontier Regiment, and two hiilf-uonipaitietf of the 37th 
Rifles in process of re-forming. 

Such was the position of the Reserve Division when the 
orders — issued as we know at 8 o'clock, — were received from 
the Archduke. According to these orders the Vth Corps was 
to advance on Santa Lucia and against Monte Vento. The 
orders which concerned the Reserve Division read as 
follows : — 

"The Reserve Division should take up a position 
"between the roads leading from Oliosi and 
" Salionze to Monzambauo, and destroy the 
" bridges at that point." 

It is not easy for the Division, in its present position at 
least, to immediately carry out its instructions. The troops, 
briskly engaged in the preceding right, are scattered all over 
the ground. The Commander of the Division cannot know the 
details of their positions ; but he does know that two 
Hohenlohe battalions are at Oliosi. This will help him in 
framing hia dispositions. 

It is certain that the advance over the ground between 
Salionze and the Oliosi-Mon/ainbano Road will be difficult, 
for the enemy is in foree on the left hank of the Tione, 
and the Division will therefore be certain to attract the 
fire of the Italian artillery, now reinforced, on Monte Vento. 
The enemy must therefore be driven from the hills in front 
of Monte Vento, as well as from Monte Vento itself. How 
is this operation to tie carried out ? 

The General Cannivuidiug flic Division would probably be 
aware of the orders for the Vth Corps to advance from Santa 
Lucia against Monte Vento. Part of this Corps, Piret's 
Brigade, is at present on the right bank of the Tione. The 
attack on Monte Vento from the north, should, therefore, be 
carried out by this Brigade and the Reserve Division. A 



thorough understanding between the two forces, «a regards 
the common operation in which they are about to take part, 
is not only necessary, but of the greatest importance. If 
such an understanding does u<>t exist, the enemy may find an 
opportunity to employ his reserves successfully, first- against 
one of the two forces and then against, the other, attacking 
them in detail. The strength of the enemy's reserve would 
thus be doubled. 

Looking at the position." occupied by the troops at the 
moment the order to advance against Oliosi from the other 
side of the Tione arrived, I would suggest 1'iret's Brigade 
should be charged with the attack on BuBetta and Fontana 
Fredda, and the Reserve Division with the attack on the 
hills to the west of the high-road and Maraguotte. 

I would recommend the following dispositions for the 
Reserve Division : — 

The Divisional Artillery to act in connection with 
the battery of Piret's Brigade. All the other batteries to 
approach the enemy as close as possible. 

The troopB which have taken part in the previous engage- 
ment must be employed. These are 23 companies of the 
Degenfeld and Hohcnlohc Regiments (nearly four bat- 
talions). The two Hohenlohe Battalions at Oliosi and 
the 4th Paumgarten Battalion will act in support. 
One of the two Brigadiers of the Division will com- 
mand the whole, aud will receive orders to attack, in 
concert with Piret's Brigade, the hills to the south of 
Maraguotte, and to turn the left flank of the enemy. 

The reserve of the Division will advance towards that 
flank under the command of the Commander of the 2nd 
Brigade. It will consist of the 36th Rifles ; and, as soon as 
they have re formed, of the three battalions of the Frontier 
Regiment and the two half-companies of the 37th Rifles. 

The immediate r&U of the division will be to drive the 
enemy from Monte Veuto, and to prevent his retreat on 
Monzambano. For this purpose it in necessary to turn 
his left flank. If this operation is successful, the General 
Commanding the Division must not lose sight of the 
orders of the Commander-in-Chief as to the destruction of 
the bridges at Monzambano. 
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We must not forget that the troops from Peacbiera, who 
should also take part in this operation, would have reported 
their arrival on the field of battle to tbe General Com- 
manding the Reserve Division. Their timely arrival on the 
scene will give him opportunity to profit by their assistance, 
and to use them for ulterior purposes. Still, to bring these 
troops into first line would be useless if the troops in front 
were in sufficient force to attain the desired end. In this case 
the Pescbiera troops, at any rate the infantry, should be 
kept in compact order, and follow in reserve. The artillery 
would probably lie at once brought into action. 

It is not stated how matters actually stood on the 
arrival of this detachment. Apparently, however, the above 
considerations can lie applied to it. 

Now we will see what really happened. In the official 
account we read :— 

"Events between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
" At the moment General Rupprecht received the order 
to advance on Monzambauo, his two brigades, entangled 
one with another, and engaged ill isolated fights, were 
scattered over a large extent of front in a cultivated and 
wooded country. He nevertheless hurried on to Monzam- 
bano with whatever troops were at hand, viz., the detach- 
:l ment from Pescbiera, consisting of 4 companies, 36 
Hussars, and 4 guns, and the 36th Rifles. These troops 
moved through Reuati and Burato on Salionze. He then 
ordered the leaders of the other detachments which 
he had under his command to follow. The 4th Maroicic 
Battalion, which had remained at Castelnovo, received a 
similar order." 

It follows from this that the re-forming of the battalions 
of Benko's Brigade, posted on Monte Cricol, took longer 
than I allowed for it; and that, on the other hand, the 
commander thought that he could carry out the order of 
the Commander-in-Chief by sending 10 companies against 
Monzambano exactly at the same time that I considered the 
operation of driving the enemy from Monte Veuto as 
rm practicable. From the considerations mentioned above, 
I think the despatch of these 10 companies was very risky, 
and that the dispositions I have outlined would have been 
preferable. 





EXERCISE XXV. 

Disposition of the [H Italinn Corps at 11 a.i 
Before continuing the narrative of events relating to 
the Reserve Division, I will explain the dispositions ordered 
towards 11 a.m. by the. Cnniiwinihr of the 1st Italian Army 
Corps. 

This Army Corps consisted of four Divisions, Cerale's, 
Sirtori's, Pianelli's, and P.riL'n one's (-<i ei.L'ht battalions each); 
3 batteries of Corps Artillery, and 15 squadrons. By 
taking from each infantry division one battalion and 6 guns, 
and from the Cavalry fl squadrons, a special reserve for the 
Corps had been formed, consisting of 4 battalions, 24 guns, 
and 5 squadrons. 

Cerale's Division and the advanced guard of Sirtori's 
Division had been engaged round Monte Cricol and at 
Oliosi, and had retired in disorder on Monte Vento and 
even beyond. The main body of Sirtori's Division (one 
brigade) had been engaged at Pernisa, and had then 
been directed to the right bank of the Tione. The 
other brigade held the Santa Lucia ridge on the high 
and steep bank of the river. We know that the reserve 
brigade had been deployed on the northern slope of Vlonte 
Veoto. As to the other two divisions we will get 
our information from the official account : — 

"Brignone's Division left Pozolo at 3.30 a.m., arrived 
at 7 a.m. at Torre Gherla, and was on Monte Delia 
Croce * when the fight before Villafranca began, but 
took no notice of the firing which was heard at Oliosi. 
"General Pianelli, who had remained on the right bank 
of the Mincio, occupied the heights between Pozzolengo t 
and Mouzanibano with the Siena Brigade, The Aosta 
Brigade was posted in the latter village, and on the hills 
near Ponti. One battalion, on the left bank, covered the 
bridge." 

I may add that the 10 squadrons had been divided 
amongst the Divisions. 

According to the above facts, it is evident that the Com- 



niander of the 1st Italian Army Corps must not look for 
support from Brignone's Division. 

The object of the 1st Corps would be first of all to 
observe and guard the heights of Monte Vento. The con- 
tinuation of the offensive could uot at first he entertained. 

For the time, the Reserve Brigade with its powerful 
artillery protected the position, and sufficed t'" 1 stay a too 
quick pursuit by the enemy from the front and from the 
north. A brigade fi Jiirtori's Division covered the right 
flank ; posted on the strong position of the hills of Santa 
Lucia, it had a decided advantage over the Vtli Austrian 
Army Corps, and was a great obstacle in its path. 

Now let us see how reserves can be posted on this ex- 
tensive position so as to allow of reinforcing and supporting 
the first line if necessary. The offensive can only be 
undertaken on these conditions. 

It would perhaps have been possible to re-form wholly, or at 
least partially, the brigade of Sirtori's Division which had 
been thrown back to the right bank of the Tione. Attempts 
should also have been made to collect in compact groups the 
men of Cerale's Division who were retreating. These latter 
would thus form a support to the Bersaglieri, whilst the 
brigade of Sirtori's Division offered itself naturally as a 
reserve to the trooji^ cnirnucd at Santa Lucia and Fontana 
Fredda. 

It would, moreover, have been advantageous to have 
brought up close to the scene of action all the available troops, 
and to have left in rear only those strictly required 
for special purposes. For example, one battalion to 
guard the passage of the Miucio at Mouzambano ; another 
to watch the west bank of the Mincio, and two squad- 
rons to watch Peschicra. A raid from Peschiera, which 
reached the points of passage on the Mincio without being 
driven back, might destroy the bridges, and thus make 
retreat, in case of defeat, a very difficult matter. 

All the other parts of the Army Corps should rally to 
the field of battle, as soon as possible. These are the 
battalion of Bersaglieri, drawn from the reserve to protect 
the baggage ; the 15 available battalions and the two 
batteries of Piauellrs Division; or in all 9,000 men. If 




these troops were to arrive when Monte Vento was 110 
longer held, the battalion of lier.saglieri would rejoin the 
o which it belongs. 1 should have 
assembled the battalions of Pianelli's Division on the heights 
of Pra Vecchia. There, they would command not only all 
the ground up to the Mineio, but would bo ready to take in 
flank a frontal attack on Monte Vento. But, supposing 
Monte Vento still held, would it be better to place the 
Division — or at least one brigade — in reserve on the other 
side of hill ! We cannot decide this. The needs of the battle 
and the time the troops arrived in their positions could alone 
guide the Commander in his decision. 



EXERCISE XXVI. 

Advance of flu: Austrian* u/johi't. Moiizambano. 

Referring once more to the Austrian account, we find 
details of the fights carried out by the leading troops of 
the Reserve Division. These offer material for a large 
number of small tactical questions; but I will only deal 
with the most important. 

The chapter is headed by the following specis :— 

" A general change of front was commenced along the 
" whole line ; but different causes delayed it. First, the 
" difficulty of moving in a close and wooded country ; 
" secondly, the small fights in which the different detach- 
" ments were engaged, against, firstly, the troops of 
" Cerale's Division, scattered in every sense ; secondly, 
"against the 8th Bersai/Iieri belonging to the Reserve of 
"the 1st Italian Army Corps, between Maragnotte and 
" BuBetta ; lastly, against some battalions of Pianelli's 
"Division on the left bank of the Mincio. To make all 
"these detachments follow the same direction was impos- 
" Bible, and, as it turned out, several missed the rendezvous." 

To sum up : the position of the Austrian troops was 
roughly as follows : — 

Ten Dengenfeld Companies were at Fontana; the 3rd 
Degenfeld Battalion was marching from Maragnotte on 
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Pasquali and the hills north of Ca Bruciata ; whilst the 8th 
Bersaglieri had abandoned its advanced jwsitiou after a 
vigorous defence. Four Hohcnlohc companies hud advanced 
to the head of the Sorio ravine, between Scattalo and 

On the extreme right flank, the 36th Rifles and tlie 
troops froin Peschiera had arrived almost simultaneously 
at Salionze. The larger masses were further in rear. 

The 4th Paumgarten Biittalion, aft or carrying Maraguotte, 
had attacked the (*th liersiiglieri, but had been repulsed in 
disorder, without, however, being pursued. 

The Frontier Regiment and a part of the 37th Rifles 
which, having reformed, had advanced from Monte Cricol on 
Monzambano, were directed, in consequence of a misunder- 
standing, against Pasquali and Scattalo. 

On the left wing, the 13 Hohenlohc companies were still 
at Oliosi. 

The difficult role of the troops un the extreme right wing 
deserves special attention. This was tbeir task. To advance 
against Monzambano and to destroy the bridge there. 
Hoia tkoidd it be done 1 

The troops available in this quarter are the 36th Rifles 
and the Pesehiera detachment ; the latter consists, as we 
know, of three companies of the Grudisca Regiment, one 
company of the Prince Royal's ttcgiment, one troop of 
Lieohcnstcin's Hussars, and four guns ; the whole under the 
command of Colonel Ballacs, ami numbering; in all 462 
infautry and 36 cavalry. 

As these troops have one and the same objective, they 
should be placed under one command. They would thua be 
enabled to act in harmony with the neighbouring troops. 
Next, it is important to have information of the enemy as 
soon as possible. This concerns the troop of Liecheustein's 
Hussars; but I should also require from them information 
as to the troops on both flanks. For instance, the Hussars 
would inform me that the four Hohenlohe companies were 
ready to descend the Sorio ravine between Scattalo and 
■"" jpuzze ; and also, that two companies on the other wing 
e advancing against Fontaua. 

The security of the detachment during the march 




od Monzambanrj would ljt?tlit;ri.'};v assured, at any rate as far as 
theSorio, A patrol of Hussars would keep the commander in- 
formed of what was being done by tin; troops on either flank. 

There only remains to decide where and in what forma- 
tion, the detach mi-lit *li',it.lf! march ; whether in the valley 
of the Mincio, or along the border of the valley, through 
C. Monte. I should prefer the latter ; as much from the 
configuration of the ground, as from the danger which 
would be incurred, if the enemy suddenly drove in the 
companies of the Hahenlolie and Dogeufeld Regiments. 

My own order of march would be as follows : — 

The Hussars leading; then two companies of Rifles 
as advanced guard, followed by the main body, con- 
sisting of the remainder of the Rifles, with four guns, and 
the four companies of the Peschiera detachment. 

I should try to reach the hills of Pra Vecchia without 
losing touch of the right wing of the Division; for having 
once arrived on these hills, I should be able to judge, 
according to the situation of the fight, what I should have 
to do in order to accomplish niy mission. The official account 
thus speaks of the advance of the detachment : — 

"Meanwhile the Peschiera detachment had arrived at 
"Saliouze, where it captured a dozen men of the 20th and 
" 30th Italian Regiments. It was followed by the 36th 
" Rifles, who, passing through Sal i:mze, descended into the 
"valley, and followed the left bank of the river towards 
" Monzambauo, in order to carry out the order they had 
" received to destroy the bridge at that point. 

"The Peschiera detachment, leaving Salionze, marched 
"on 0. Monte, and thence moved in a southerly direction. 
"Two Hussar patrols who had captured some of the 18th 
" Bersaglieri informed the Commander that the enemy held 
" the Pra Vecchia heights. Order of battle was at once 
" formed." 

■' The four guns, preceded by the troop of Hussars, fol- 
" lowed the high road, Hanked on the right and left by the 
" four companies. 

"A detachment of the enemy's cavalry tried to prevent 
" them from crossing the Sorio ravine, but a few volleys 
" made them retire. The first section of the Artillery 





" remained posted on the road, and the second took 
" up a position on the hill between Campuzze and the road. 
" While the Peschiera detachment was executing this move- 
" ment, four Hohenloho Companies descended into the 
"Sorio ravine, and two Degcnfeld Companies moved 
" on Fontana." 

It follows from the above that the Peschiera troops, 
as I presumed, received no order to co-operate directly 
in the destruction of the bridge at Monzambano, but 
were merely sent to Salionze with the 36th Eifles ; they 
appear, therefore, tu have acted on their own initiative in 
taking part in the engagement. Under these circumstances, 
the isolated movement of the Rifles would be the more 
dangerous, inasmuch as it had selected the road by the 
Mincio Valley ; for during the advance of the Peschiera 
troops from Monte to Marzago, this battalion is left com- 
pletely to itself. This brings us kick to what I have already 
said : — If the Reserve Division does not know of the fight 
at Monte Vento, aud wishes to send a detachment against 
Monzambano, this detachment should be as strong as pos- 
sible ; and further, the Peschiera troops and the Rifle 
Battalion should be under the same command. 

As to the advance of the Peschiera troops, there is 
a difference between the actual dispositions and mine, in the 
sense that these troops were directed on Monte in fighting 
formation, whilst 1 allowed them to march in compact order 
in column of march, preceded by an advauced guard. 

I may say that, in my opinion, it is unnecessary for small 
bodies to advance in //track formation so long as they are 
out of range of the enemy's fire, and especially when 
the enemy is not in sight. Nor, should I have thought 
it necessary for the guns to ascend the hill southwest 
of Campuzzo. 

The official account next refers to Pianelli's Division. 

It tells tis that the commander of this Division, towards 
9.30 a.m., made dispositions to send help to Cerale's Division. 
For this purpose he assembled, on the left hank of the 
Mincio, four battalions and four guiiB of the Aosta Brigade, 
a little later moved them on Torrionc ; whilst the brigade 




at Pozzolengo was ordered to hasten its march on Mozam- 
bano. 

General Pianelli thought it necessary to reinforce and 
prolong to his left, that flank being threatened. The Aosta 
Brigade, supported by the 2J companies of Forli Brigade, 
became engaged at Marzago and drove back the Peschiera 
troopB beyond the Sorio ravine. The Austrian detachment 
retired to the Salionze ridge. 

Meanwhile, the 36th Rifles continued their advance, and 
soon arrived within 1,200 paces of Mouzambano, in theMincio 
valley. But on the Italian side numerous reinforcements 
were moving up. The 27th Bersaglieri had reached the 
Pra Vecchia heights ; one battalion of the 6th Regiment 
and 8 guns were on the right bank, two squadrons were on 
the left bank, and the 32nd Regiment of the Siena Brigade 
crossed the bridge. Attacked on all sides, the Austrian 
battalion was completely annihilated. It lost 700 men. 

Three Hoheulohe Companies descended into the plain 
(along the Sorio ravine), and were able to rally the survivors 
of the Rifle battalion. 

These troops then withdrew to Salionae. 
" This terminated the battle on the Austrian right. 
"The guns at Salionze still kept up their fire on the 
" bridge, but towards 3 p.m. the battle ceased in this 
" quarter of the field." 

Towards 3 p.m. the larger part of the Reserve Division 
was at Salionze under General Beuko, with a detach- 
ment in front of Pasquali under Prince Weimar. 

The situation nf isolated fractions of the Iteservc Division 
was as follows : — 

At Sa/'tmy / Srattulo, Cuntptizze). 

The Hoheulohe Regiment, 5 companies of the 1st 

Battalion. 
Tin' I h'^'i-iil'rlil !!.i'^iiiieiit, - mm] mi lies of the 1st 

and 4 of the 2nd Battalion. 
Frontier Regiment, a little more than half. 
4th Paumgarten Battalion. 
4th Maroicic Battalion. 
The remainder of the 36th Rifles. 
The 9th battery (the 6 th battery wason Monte Torcolo). 






Still engaged at Pasquali and Canova. 

The Degenfeld Regiment, 2 companies 1st, '. 
jinnies 2nd, 6 companies 3rd Battalion. 

The Hohenlohe Regiment, 3 companies 
companies 2nd Battalion. 

The Frontier Regiment, nearly half. 

37th Rifles, nearly i companies. 
The Italians on this flank were in position as folic 
At Patquali. 

5 Battalions of the Aoata Brigade. 
On Monte Sabbiont. 

The 17th Battalion of Bersaglieri. 

Covering the Mntim.tn.bano bridge. 

The Siena Brigade, 6 battalions and 2 squadro 
On Monte Vento and m-ighbouring kilts. 

Part of Cerale's Division. 

The Advanced Guard of Sirtori's Division. 

3 Battalions of Bersaglieri. 

Several Batteries. 



EXERCISE XXVII. 

Intervention of the fractions of Pianelli's Division which 
had crossed to the right bank of the Mincio, 

Referring to the facts which we have just related, the first 
question to ask is : What should Pianelti's Division have 
done, and what disposition* should it haw. made ? 

The ^Divisional Commander does not know how the battle 
is going all along the line ; but the we 11 -contested fight in 
front of Pasquali and Canova could hardly have escaped 
him, as a large number of guns hail opened fire from Monte 
Vento. On the other hand, he had probably been informed 
of the annihilation of a battalion of the enemy in the Mincio 
valley, and of a detachment of the enemy being hurled 
hack on Salionze by the troops of the Aosta Brigade who 
had just arrived. 

Taking these sii]i]nisir-ii>iis to be true, let us consider what 
dispositions should bo made. They should bo such that the 
8—2 





Division can intervene in the fight at once. For instance, 
in the neighbourhood of Pasquali, an often si vo move- 
ment would be specially favourable, for not only would 
the enemy be taken in flank, but it is their nearest 
position. We know, too, that the enemy has retired 
on Salionze, therefore, the Division must be covered in 
that direction. From 5 to 6 battalions of the enemy are 
collected either at Salionze or the neighbourhood ; a small 
force, therefore, will be employed to watch them, and the 
patrols can be pushed forward as far as the Sorio; con- 
sequently f would make the following dispositions : 

The Aosta Brigade (S Battalions) with the battery will 
attack the right flank of the enemy in front of Pasquali. 
The 17th Bcrsaglicri will cover the left flank of the attack, 
and will keep close to the Sorio ravine. 

The Siena Brigade (G battalions anil 2 squadrons) will 
close up and follow the Aosta Brigade as reserve. 

The urgency of the situation round Pasquali will decide 
whether the Siena Brigade should delay its advance until the 
Aosta Brigade commences its attack, or whether it should 
at once take part in the fight. In the first case, circum- 
stances penaitthkg, a strong first line could be employed 
from the commencement. 

This offensive movement was not actually carried out in 
this manner. According to the oltichl account : — 

"If the attack against the right Hank of the Austrian** 
"had been made by General Pianelli with 15 or 1C bat 
" talions and at the right moment, it is probable that 
" the Reserve Division and Piret's Brigade would have 
"received a check; but very fortunately for the Austriaus, 
" the Commander of the 2nd Italian Division did 
" not tako the initiative, and contented liiiusell' with sending, 
"between 2 and 3 p.m., to the Commander of the 1st Army 
"Corps, a written report, informing him of what had bap- 
"pened, and adding that he was standing fast until he 
" received new orders." The position he occupied has 
been already described in the preceding exercise. 

It is easy enough for me. to come to a decision regarding 
this attack, for I have before me the Austrian account ; it 
is necessary only to understand the state of the battle, 



for a knowledge of the situation always has great influ- 
ence on such decisions. But the Commander of the 
Army could not know what was going ou ; it was 
for the Commander of the Arm; Corps to assign its special 
mission to each of his Divisions. General Piauelli 
accordingly assumed the responsibility of crossing to 
the left bank of the Mine to, although he had 
received orders to take up a position ou the right bank, 
against Pesehiera. He had no knowledge of the general 
situation, but it probably seeinod to him of the highest 
importance to protect tin- ground, entirely denuded of troops, 
between Pasquali and the nearest passage over the Mineio, 
especially as that passage had been threatened a short time 
before by a battalion of the enemy. This explains the 
decision at which he arrived. 



EXERCISE XXVIII. 



The official account next gives some details of the assault 
on Monte Vento. 

" The Archduke Albert's order to the Vth Corps to march 
"on Santa Lucia did not, as we know, arrive till towards 
"11 a.m. The task was difficult, for the position was 
"strongly held. General Modioli accordingly assembled 
"all the troops available. He ordered Piret's Brigade 
" to incline to the left and march on Santa Lncia, the 
" Reserve Division to bold Oliosi and move with the 
" remainder on MoiiKimbauo, But the Commander of the 
" Vth Corps did not know that Colonel Attetn's column 
"had entered Oliosi and that the actual situation made 
" the execution of his order, for the time, impossible. 
" The right wing of the Reserve Division was vigorously 
" engaged at Burato, on Monte Torcolo, and at Campagna 
"llossa; and Piret's Brigade, fighting all the way, had 
" pursued the euemy as far as Bnsetta. When General 
" Kodieh was informed of the real state of aflairs, 
" he delayed the attack on Santa Lucia so as to permit 




Brigade disengaging itself and taking up 
" a strong position. 

" That Brigade, having repulsed the enemy, was, towards 
" 1.30 p.m., to the south of Oliosi on very open ground, 
" where it suffered much from the enemy's artillery, in 
" position on Monte Vento. Aware of the duty assigned to 
" him in the genera! movement, and not wishing his troops 
" to be uselessly decimated, General Piret gave proof both 
" of initiative and of courage. He ordered his battalions 
" to move at once to the attack, and to carry Monte Vento 
"by assault." 

We must certainly approve, under the circumstances, of 
General Piret's decision. 

How should the attack of Piret's Brigade be conducted 1 

I have said already, that the attack on Monte Vento 
should be carried out by the Reserve Division and Piret's 
Brigade at the same time and in close co-operation. 
The latter had been rallied to the south of Oliosi, after 
the capture of that village ; but here, as we have seen above, 
the fire of the Italian batteries reached it. It could not, 
therefore, wait for the Reserve Division, and had to 
choose between retiring behind Oliosi — -looking for cover 
there— and advancing ' Ui the attack. Of these two 
alternatives, the Austrian General took the most perilous, 
a fact which at least does honour to his courage. 

As we know, the brigade was at this moment south of 
Oliosi, astride the road, and facing Monte Vento. The 
1st Battalion 50th was west of the high-road, and the 
3rd and 2nd Battalions to the east; on the extreme right, 
the 2nd Battalion 75th; on the extreme left, the 1st and 
3rd Battalions; and in reserve on the high-road, the 3rd 
Rifles. The battery opened fire from Ragajola. 

The Busetta ridgo should be tin; lirsl objective. But as 
a frontal attack would have little chance of success, the 
advance should he directed against the flanks, so as, if 
possible, to turn the enemy's position. 

East of the road, in the valley of tbo Tioue, every 
line of advance is ilaukod by fire from the enemy posted at 
Fontaua Fredda and Maudrieardo ; while to the west, the hills 
in front are, so to speak, only the continuation of the 
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Busetta ridge, so that we have no choice here but a frontal 
attack. Under these conditions, 1 should prefer to 
occupy the enemy on this side so as to keep him in check ; 
for in my opinion, an enveloping attack on Busetta 
to eastward of the road, should include an attack 
on the hills of Mandricardo and Foil tana Fredda. Looking 
at the small eitent of the Front to he attacked, the force of 
which the brigade consists is amply sufficient to fulfil this 
double mission. 

I should therefore, direct the Baden Regiment to turn 
Busetta, leaving one battalion to occupy the enemy on the 
hills west of the road. The Crenueville Regiment 
would be ordered to move two battalions along the Tione 
against Mandricardo and Foutana Fredda (this wing should 
advance a little later than the right) ; and the battery of 
the brigade would support thorn. 

These dispositions leave in reserve one Crenneville 
battalion and the Rifles, at the disposal of the brigadier. 

No more than two battalions need be at first employed in 
first line. The battalion immediately to the west of the 
road should advance to the attack as soon as it becomes 
apparent that the hills in front are no longer strongly held. 

As a matter of fact, Piret'w Brigade had before it only 
the remnants of Cerale's and Villahcrmosa's commands, 
together with the 2nd licrsaglieri battalion, which was 
deployed between the hill of Font ana Fredda and the road. 

The official account does not give the details of this 
attack. Wo know tally that BuHetta was takon after a 
feeble resistance, and that I'iim's battery reduced Ca liruciata 
to ashes. 

" The 2nd ISeisaglieri, together with the remnants of 
" Cerale's Division and Villain: miosa's advanced guard, who 
"were holding Busetta and Ken tan a Fredda, were repulsed 
" by two battalions (1st and 2nd) of the Baden Regiment, and 
" pursued as far as the foot of Monte Vento. Having reached 
"that point, General Piret halted bis troops, and alluwed 
"them to rest, for they were exhausted by the heat and 
" the fatigues of the day." 




Continuation of the attack on Monte Vento. 

How should the attack of Piret's Brii/ndc be continued on 
Monte Vento i 

The official account gives us the following information 
as to the disposition of the Brigade at this time. 

" Piret's Brigade was ivaaMi-lu".! between Ca Bruciata and 
"Fontana Fredda, astride the high-road: — In the 
"centre, the Barton Regiment; on the right, towards Ca 
" Bruciata, the 2nd Battalion of the Crenneville Regiment, 
"In reserve, on the highroad, the 5th Rifles and one troop 
"of Sicilian Uhlans. The battery occupied the hills south- 
" west of Busetta. Part of the reserve was between the 
" right wing and Salionse." 

According to the map, the high-road, shut in between 
the heights, after leaving Busotta forms a kind of defile, 
blocked by Monte Vento and the Pasquali hills. The 
prolongation of the two groups of heights which enclose 
it, gives it the form of a tenait/e. Several Italian batteries 
plaoed on Monte Vento covered with their fire all the lower 
ground. 

The position appears so strung that the attack may be 
considered imnraL't.i cable unle-.-issui'ptjrted by the lire of a large 
force of artillery. However, there may he time to provide 
this, for Piret's Brigade has much need of rest before 
engaging in a fresh contest, which it will perhapB be 
difficult to bring to a successful conclusion. 

On the other hand, the moment seems to have come 
to decide the action. It is necessary to act with energy ; 
the situation demands it. All available troops must, 
therefore, be employed, including the two brigades of the Vth 
Corps, still on the left bank of the Tione, and the 
detachments of the enemy, still holding the right edge of 
the valley, must be vigorously attacked. 

The passage of the Tione by the two brigades appears 
most feasible in the direction of Viae a va. It is favoured by 
the ground to the north, and on that flank the left wing 
of Piret's Brigade extends nearly as far as Redolfo. 



This ground must be swept by the fire of some of our 
batteries. But on the other band, the direct attack of Piret's 
Brigade oil Monte Vento is a difficult operation and should also 
be supported by a powerful artillery fire. I would there- 
fore attach to Piret's Brigade two batteries at least 
of the Reserve Artillery, and post the remainder (three 
batteries) oo the left bank of the Tione. Piret's three 
batteries would then come into action near Busetta, 
either on the hills to the south-west or even 
at Fontana Fredda. They would have to oppose the 
enemy's artillery. Examination of the ground on the spot 
can alone indicate which of the two positions is preferable. 
The infantry of Piret's Brigade can at first move to the 
attack without, entering the defile. They would, without 
doubt, find cover by following the high ground bordering 
the road to right and left, and the left wing would thus 
be able to outflank the 1 enemy's right. 

To carry out the attack, the lat and 3rd Battalions of the 
Crenneville Regiment will advance from Fontana Fredda 
and Caradiui on Monte Vento by way of Redolfo. The 
2nd Battalion of that I'eginieut, which is on the extreme 
right, will storm Canova, in concert with the troops of 
the Reserve Division already engaged there. The 

Baden Regiment will occupy the centre, one battalion 
deployed on each side of the road, and the two others 
fonning a reserve to the brigade. The central attack 
will be made when the wings have advanced far enough 
along the heights. 

In order to preserve tactical unity, it would perhaps be 
better to form the right column of the 2nd Battalion 
of the Baden Regiment. But the above disposition follows 
from the situation of the troops at the moment of action. 
They have to look for ground which will afford them cover 
from the fire of the enemy's artillery, and any other 
distribution would be impracticable at this moment without 
loss of time and men. 

The actual way iu which the attack was carried out, 
according to the Austrian account, was as follows : — 

"Towards 1.30 p.m., the commander of the Vth Army 
" Corps ordered the two batteries, 5th and 7th of the Reserve 




" Artillery, to support Piret's Brigade. They crossed the 
" plain under a storm of bullets, and took up a position 
"alongside the guns (2nd battery) of l.liu brigade." 

The enemy's artillery, exposed to a very heavy fire, soon 
slackened its efforts, (lencral Piret profited by tins to order 
the attack on the hill* of I'a^quali, on Canova, find on Monte 
Veil to. It was then 3 o'clock. On the right wing 
a severe aud protracted fight took place at Marzago, Canova, 
Pasquali, against 4, and later against 5 battalions of the 
Aosta Brigade. Successive attacks were made by the 
troops of the Reserve Divisou without deciding the con- 
test, in which the 3rd Degenfcld Battalion, and part of the 
2nd Crenneville Battalion, took the principal part. 

The troops of the Reserve Division, posted on the right 
flank, aided the attack of Piret's Brigade, and made 
themselves masters by surprise of the hills and village of 
Pasqnali. Of the troop* who joined in this last operation, 
we may mention the 3rd DogeiifeM Battalion, the 4th 
Hohenlohe Battalion, and a part of the Frontier Regiment. 

" The 3rd Baden Battalion, at the head of which Colonel 
" Schevaiger was killed, moved on Canova and Pasquali, the 
" 1st and 2nd battalions of the same regiment, followed by 
"the 5th Rifles, entered the defile west of Monte Vento, 
"and halted at Fontanello. 

"The left wing of Piret's Brigade, formed of the 3rd and 
" 1st Crenneville liattalious, moved on Monto Vento. 

" Before the attack on Pasquali, the 1st Crenneville Rat- 
"talionhad passed through Ikdolt'o, and after repulsing the 
" charge of a detachment of Italian Cavalry, had marched on 
" Monte Vento, and had aided from a distance in causing the 
"rotreat of the enemy's guns. The 3rd battalion had occti- 
" pied Monte Vento without resistance, aud had appvied its 
" right on the defile. Pursuit was not to lie thought of, owing 
"to the extreme fatigue of the troops. General Piret was 
"content with bringing forward his batteries in order to 
" harass the enemy's march." 

The above quotation proves that the Italian batteries on 
Monte Vento were totally unable to cope with the Austrian 
guns ; that the height fell almost without resistance 
into the hands of the left wing of Piret's Brigade ; that 








in the centre an advance was possible along the t 
whilst on. the right Bank (3rd Baden Battalion and 2nd 
Crenneville) the fighting, on the contrary, was severe round 
the localities on the heights. 

Generally speaking, the actual dispositions taken by the 
Austrian.*, appear to fulfil the proposed end satisfactorily, 
and to agree with those that I have suggested. 2 Batteries 
of the Corps Artillery were Bent to support Piret's brigade, 
which attacked in this manner : — 2 battalions on either flank, 
advancing along the heights, whilst 3 battalions formed the 
centre. There are some trifling differences in the composition 
of the columns. 

The official account thus describes the last phase of the 
battle. 

" The 3 batteries were posted as follows : — 

" The 5th on Monte Vento and near Pasquali, the 2nd at 
" Marzago, and the 7th near Fontana. 

" The infantry, having changed front to the right, was 
"disposed as follows : — 

" On the extreme left, 5th Rifles and 2 guns at 
" ltoverbella ; in the centre, the Baden Regiment at 
" Casa dal Prato ; on the right, the 1st and 2nd Crenneville 
"Battalions on Monte Vento. The 2nd Crenneville Bat- 
" talion and a detachment of Sicilian Uhlans escorted 
" the battery posted at Pasquali, and some detachments 
" of the Reserve Division occupied the same point." 

The commander of the 1st Italian Army Corps, General 
Durando, was wounded. General Chilini took command ; 
but when he saw Sirtori's Division, which covered the right 
flank, abandoning the position uf Santa Lucia, he gave the 
order or the evacuation of Monte Vento, It was just at 
this moment that Piret's Brigade formed up for attack. The 
infantry fight at Pasquali was short but vignrons. Barring 
this small affair, the retreat- was effected without difficulty. 

"The five battalions of the Aosta Brigade retired on 
" Monaambano ; the remainder, as well as the Artillery, 
"on Valeggio." 

Before criticising the last position of the troops on Monte 
Vento and at Pasquali, it will lie well to describe the 
manner in which the battle was carried on by the other 




portion of the Austrian Vth Army Corps against Sirtori's 
Division. 

The Brescia Brigade, having crossed to the left bank of 
the Tione, was repulsed, and the troops of the Valtellina 
Brigade, deployed along the right bank, attacked in their 
turn the Austrian Rifles. Then followed an offensive 
movement in the Tione valley by the Valtellina Brigade 
(five battalions). 

This offensive movement came to a standstill after the 
capture of Pernisa, owing to the intervention of the Benedek 
Regiment, which opened fire from the Feuillotto height. 

Towards noon, Colonel Bauer relieved the four bat- 
talions of his Brigade in the first line (Benedek Regiment 
and 19th Rifles) with the Nagy Regiment. In consequence 
of the fatigue of both parties, lighting soon ceased at this 
point, and a sort of truce was tacitly agreed upon. 

Towards 1 p.m., when Pirct's Brigade was strongly estab- 
lished at Busetta and Fontana Fredda, General Rodich 
ordered Moring's Brigade to seize Santa Lucia. This 
attack took place later, for the brigade, of which 
the main hotly was at San Roceo ili l'ala/.stlo, did not receive 
the order until two hours after it was issued. 

Meanwhile, the three batteries, posted on the left bank 
of the Tione, were charged to prepare the assault. During 
this artillery duel, the infantry moved in the following 
order: — At the head, the 21st Rifles from Pernisa on 
Via Cava and Santa Lucia ; then the main body of the 
Brigade, with the Grueher Regiment on the right flank, 
two battalions of the Nagy Regiment of Bauer's Brigade in 
the centre, and the Archduke-Leopold Regiment on the left. 
The remainder of Bauer's Brigade formed the reserve 
at Jese (the 19th Rifles, the Benedek Regiment, 
and one battalion of the Nagy Regiment). 

General Sirtori, heavily cannonaded 
saw that the battle was increasing h 
that his loft flank and line of retreat c 
seriously threatened. He therefore gave orders for the 
evacuation of the Santa Lucia position, which thus 
fell almost without resistance into the hands of Moring's 
Brigade. This was about 3 o'clock. 
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These events happened almost at the same time as the 
attack of Piret'a Brigade on Monte Vento. The troops of 
the Vth Austrian Army Corps had worked in perfect 
harmony with each other, and as I have already remarked, 
this strong co-operation had a decisive influence on the 
decisions of the Italian Generals. 

Thus, on the right the battle went in favour of the 
Austrians in consequence of the capture of the hills whioh 
commanded the plain between the Tione and Mincio. But 
the actual decision was come to further eastward. The 
key of the position was Custozza, where the main body of 
the Vth Army Corps was assembled. Towards 4.30 p.m. nine 
battalions (Moring's Brigade, and two battalions of Nagy's 
Regiment) took part in the decisive straggle and contributed 
much to the day's success. 



EXERCISE XXX. 

Dispositions of the Austrian Troopt 'it the end of the battle. 

How should the Au.it.iiin troop/, after the rapture of the 
heights, be disposed tor the remainder of the elayl 

We must, first of all, take into consideration that the 
majority of the Austrian troops had been on the move since 
3 a.m., and that it was only at 4 p.m. after a well -con tested 
battle, fought out in excessive heat, that the last shots 
died away. At tho end of the day, very few were capable of 
a further advance ; it was therefore necessary to allow the 
mass of the troops to rest in the localities "here the end of 
tho battle found them. 

Before undertaking to establish, form either a new line 
of battle, or a regular bivouac with outposts properly 
established, the actual circumstances must be considered. 

At 4 p.m. the troops were in the following positions : — - 

The remainder of Bauer's Brigade on the heights of Santa 
Lucia; Piret's Brigade on Monte Vento, on both sides of 
the road; part of the Reserve Division at or near Pasquali, 
and the remainder round Salionze. 

First of all, these different groups should cover themselves 




in first line by detachments of those troops who are still 
capable of further oxertions. These deraehiuents, about two 
battalions for each group, sin mid be pushed far enough forward 
to command the southern slopes of the heights. 

A strong support in rear of these four groups is 
absolutely necessary. This duty would be entrusted in 
preference to the Reserve Division ; for the troops of Bauer's 
Brigade are acting independently, under the direction of 
their own leaders, and the units forming Piret's Brigade 
are very much scattered. It is very different on the right 
flank. The men are so fatigued that it is impossible either 
to push forward the groups at Salionze to Pasquali, or to 
withdraw the companies at Pasquali to Salionze. The 
Division can, therefore, be assembled only at two points. 

As the battle has ended in a victory, and a renewal of the 
attack by the enemy is not to be apprehended, measures 
should be taken for < nuutering the troops if possible. Cohe- 
sion between the Vth Army Corps and the Reserve Division 
must be established, until an order from the Commander-in- 
Chief regulates the limits of the cantonments and the 
outposts. ■ 

A covering force is necessary towards Monzanibano and 
Vaieggio. The enemy being nearer the former, more troops 
should be sent in that direction than towards Vaieggio. I 
would indicate to the Reserve Division, as the moat 
advanced limits of its cantonments, the line Marzago-Monte. 
I would post at Saliouze a strong advanced guard (about 
three battalions), and I would place a battery in front of the 
heights of Pra Vecchia to secure Hxmte Sabbioue. One of 
the two brigades of the main body of the Division would 
be brought up to Salionze ; the oilier would occupy the space 
between Maragnotte, Fontana, and Scattalo, and would 
utilize the localities between these three points. 

Canova and Pasquali, as well as all the localities to the 
east of the Castelnovo- Vaieggio road, would be occupied by 
the Vth Corps. Piret's Brigade would establish an advanced 
post on the Vaieggio road, and occupy near that road a 
rallying position in the Monte Ven to defile. 

That portion of Bauer's Brigade which is in the defile 
should occupy the villages near Via Cava in order to guard 





■ 


107 




Santa Lucia. The advanced post of Piret's 


Brigade, 


pushed sufficiently far forward, would do away 


with the 


necessity of Bauer's Brigade covering itself at a distance in 


the direction of Valeggio. 




The position* actually occupied were as follows 


—Staff of 


the Reserve Division at Salionze. Prince Weimar 


s Brigade 


in bivouac at Salionze, with outposts as far 


as Monte 


Sabbione. Beuko's Brigade in bivouac at Maragnotte. 


Of the Vth Corps, Piret's Brigade, with 


the two 


Reserve batteries, bivouacked on Monte Vento 


; Bauer's 


Brigade between Santa Lucia and Seraglio ; 


Moriug's 


Brigade, part at Santa Lucia and a regiment at Salionze. 


The losses of the different troops which took part in the 


operations we have dealt with were as follows :— 




THE AUSTRIANS. 




Reserve Division. 




Offlcsre. 


Hunk & File. 


Prince Weimar's Brigade ... ... 37 


915 


Benko's Brigade 32 


935 


Total ... 69 

- 


1850 


V. Conrs. 




Piret's Brigade 3G 


599 


Bauer's „ 19 


598 


Moriug's „ ... ... ... 2 


76 


Artillery ... ... ... ... — 


4 


4th and 6th Squadrons Sicilian Uhlans 3 


92 


Total ... GO 


1369 


Peschiera detachment ... ... S 


41 


Grand Total ... 134 


3260 








(Morale's Division 

Pianelli'a 

Reserve of 1st Corps 



FINAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

In all these exercises, we have only considered a few 
isolated incidents of the battle on the western portion of the 
field of Oustozza, and it will possibly lie of interest if we now 
look at the engagement as a whole. 

The Italian Army (120,000 infantry, 7,200 cavalry 
and 28:2 guna), crossed the Mincio to move against tho 
Adige, whilst General Cialdini, with 90,000 men, held the 
Lower Po, ready to ot'ws, not far from Fen-are. 

The Archduke Albert concentrated his troops (71,000 
infantry, 3,500 cavalry, and 168 guns) round Verona, first 
watching the movement of his adversary, and then assuming 
the offensive. When the Italians began their forward 
movement from the Mincio, the Austrian Army marched to 
meet them. 

A short march on the morning of the 24th June was 
sufficient to surprise the Italian Army and to force upon it 
a battle for which it was not prepared. 

To seize the southern slopes of the heights, the Archduke 
ordered a ciiangc of front, which brought his right flank 
near the Mincio, whilst his left held Sommacampagna as a 

We have limited our reflections and criticisms to the right 
wing of the Austrian Army. But the phases of a battle, 
as well as of a campaign, ii.ro nothing but the successive 
efforts of an army to obtain partial results which work together 
up to a dehnite decision. The attiick of a posit ion may be 
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compared to the attack of a fortress or entrenched camp. 
It is a series of successive and gradual efforts, which farm 
the different incidents of the engagement and the several 
phases of the whole operation. 

At Cnstosraa, we distinguish four important phases. 

1st: — G a.m. to 8.30 a.m. Deployment of the different 



2nd:— 8.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Fight at Cricol, and at 
Casciue de PeraiBa, and the first attack on Custozza. 

3rd : — 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Advance of the Reserve 
Division on Monz;Uiibiuio, capture of Monte Vento, storming 
of Santa Lucia, and assault of the heights of Belvedere. 

4th:- — 4 p.m. to night fall. Attack on Custozza and the 
cavalry pursuit. 

Castelnovo was given as its first objective to the Reserve 
Division, established at Pastrengo and Sandra ; San Giorgio 
in Salicc, and Casazze, as the objectives of the Vth Corps 
posted on its left. As soon as the march of the whole was 
completed, the Reserve Division moved on OlioBi, and the 
Vth Corps on San Roeco di Palazzolo. 

The Austrian right wing thus fell on two Italian Divisions 
still on the march. These were the Divisions of Corals and 
Sirtori, advancing f rom Monzamhano and Valeggio, and 
moving on Castoluovo mi id San Row. The Reserve of the 
Corps followed on Castelnovo through Vaieggio, whilst 
Pianelli'a Division was left on the right bank of the Mincio 
to observe Peschicra. 

The advanced guard of Sir tori's Division (3 battalions, 
1 squadron, and 2 guns) took by mistake the Castelnovo 
road, and at 7 n.m. was fired upon from the left bank of 
the Tione by the Artillery of the Vth Corps. It occupied 
Oliosi, and then turned against Monte Cricol and the heights 
of Mongabia, which the heads of the columns of the Reserve 
Division had also reached. 

The fight commenced about 8 a.m. It resulted every- 
where in an ohstinate struggle, in which both sides were 
reinforced as fast as fresh troop) came up {the leading 
brigade of Coralc's Division on one side, and a portion of 
tho different columns composing the Reserve Division on 
the other). 



The Austrians were successful — thanks to the appearance 
and entry in line of the Vth Corps, and to the brilliant 
attack of the .'i troops (if Sicilian I.'hlans who fell on the enemy 
in the defile of Monte <.'rieol,iind almost completely routed the 
■2nd Brigade of Cerale's Division. It was then that Piret's 
Brigade appeared from San Roeeo, threatened the flank and 
rear of the enemy, and captured the important, point of Oliosi. 
The Italians retired onMonte Vento and found there a support 
of 3 battalions, 24 guns, and several squadrons. It was now 
10 a.m. 

The main body of the Vth Corps is still at San Rooeo, 
but the enemy soon appears before it at Pernisa and 
the fight commences. The main body of Sirtori's Division 
(a brigade) is ready to crosa the Tione, whilst the next 
brigade deploys on the heights of the ri.siht bank, to cover 
its withdrawal in case of a check. Four Austrian battalions, 
pushed to the front to cover the advance of Piret's Brigade, 
succeed in repulsing the Italians, and in forcing them to 
re-crosa the Tione. This was at 1 1 a.m. 

Almost at the same moment, the Archduke Albert 
ordered the Vth Corps to cross the Tione and move agaiust 
Monte Vento, whilst the Reserve Division received 
instructions to take post at Salionze and Monzambano, 
and to destroy the passage across the Miucio. 

Owing to the strong position held by the Italians on the 
Tione, the Vth Corps considered that it could not carry out 
the order until Piret's Bripule had made some progress 
on the right bank of the river. This brigade, having 
reformed to the south of Oliosi, was there exposed to 
the fire of the artillery on Monte Vento. Its commander, 
therefore, re-took the olleiisivc, and seined the heights of 
Busetta and of Fontana Fredda ; after this success he 
allowed his troops to rest. 

In the meanwhile, the Reserve Division was engaged to 
the west of Piret's Brigade, and also gained ground. It 
had, however, — when it got the order mentioned above — 
only one battalion of Rifles intact as well as the small 
column from Peschiera (4 battalions, 3(i Hussars and 
4 guns). These troops were at (nice directed on Salionze. 
The battalion of Rifles moved into the valley of the 



Mincio on Monzambano, out en conn term 1 Pinnelli's Division, 
which had been hurried over from the opposite bank of the 
river, and of which only five battalions took jiart in the fight 
for the heights. We are aware that the Rifles were 
almost annihilated. 

Between 2 and 3 p.m., the whole of the Vth Corps took 
part in the attack, prepared by artillery posted on both 
banks of the Tione. 

At this moment the situation of the Italians was as follows : 
A small portion of both Cerale'a and Sirtori's Divisions had 
left the fight after their first check and had abandoned the 
field. Those portions of Cerale's Division which were still 
capable of resistance, as well as the advanced guard of 
Sirtori's Division, tried to hold on to Monte Vento, 
combining with the reserve of the 1st Corps, and supported 
by 5 batteries of Piandli's Division potted on the left bank 
of the river. Severe fighting ensued, especially at Canova 
and Pasijiiali, with the troops of the Keserve Division there 
posted, and with the battalions of Piret's Brigade which had 
advanced west of the high road. 

A brigade of Sirtori's Division si ill remained on the 
Tione. It re-took the offensive, but was repulsed by the 
lea/ling troops of the main body of the Vth Army Corps, 
and the strong position of Santa Lucia fell without much 
resistance into the hands of the Austrians. 

During the last phase of the fight, the want of cohesion 
and the divergent direction of the two groups which 
composed the fighting force of the Italian Army, had much 
to do with the Austrian success. Each of these groups, 
during the obstinate fight on their flanks and rear, was em- 
barrassed by the necessity of securing its line of retreat. 
Under these circumstances, the ycucrals decided to abandon 
their positions and to retire on Mon/ambano and Valeggio. 
A fierce infantry fight went on, however, at Pasquali and 
Canova. 

After the capture of the heights of Santa Lucia and 
Monte Vento, success declared more and more for the 
Austrians. lint they "ere not in a state to pursue the enemy; 
inarching from the earliest hours of the morning, and 
heavily engaged from 8 a.m till 4 p. in., tho men were nearly 
9—2 




i out by the excessive heat. The Reserve Division 
had not long been formed, and it had taken part in the fight 
for numerous localities in a country 1 covered with cultivation ; 
and further, the Vth Corps, after the capture of Oliosi and 
Monte Veuto, had to be ready to intervene in another direction 
and take part in the crisis of the battle, the capture of 
Cuatozza, the decisive point. 

Towards 4 p.m., all the Austrian troops were engaged ; 
the Archduke had only 2 battalions and 1 battery remaining ; 
whilst ou the Italian side, Bixio's and Prince Humbert's 
Divisions were almost intact, and the two Divisions of the 
2nd Corps iu reserve had not fired a shot. But it is not 
enough to form reserves, a general must know how to use 
them, and the two Reserve Divisions of the Italian Army, 
hampered by tins trains, could not be brought into action. 
So the assault of distort was followed by the success of the 
Austriaus, and by victory. 



APPENDIX I. 



We venture to add a fow suggestions for tin? benefit of tlioso 
officers who, after studying " (.'usto/nii,' 1 and grasping General Von 
Verdy's method of instruction, should feel inclinud to prosecute 
their military education on the same lines. 

The great obstacle to so doing, is the difficulty of finding 
any history of actual operations which puts clearly before the 
reader the situation as it existed at the time any one particular 
movement was ordered or initiated. 

Very seldom do we find condensed into a page or paragraph, the 
whole of the mwiJMftloai which the officer who ordered or the 
officer who had to carry such a movement had to weigh. It 
follows, then, that not being able to put ourselves in his place, to 
Bee with his eyes and hear with his cars, we cannot compare the 
orders we should have given under the oircnmstanceB with those 
actually issued. 

The truth is, that books which are simply historical are not always 
well adapted for a course of self- instruct inn. The student seldom 
knows at what point ho should lay down the volume, take the map, 
and write his orders. As a rule, he only recognises the point when 
he has read what follows, and it is then little use to hark back and 
begin his exercise. His judgment is certainly to be ooloured by 
what was actually done. His peep behind the scenes suggests too 
muoh, and makes all comparison unprofitable. 

In " The Battle ol Spichoren," a tactical study, published by 
Messrs. Galo & Polden, Ltd., an endeavour has been made to present to 
the reader, before relating the commander's decision, and the result 
of that decision, all details necessary to enable him to form a 
perfectly independent resolution, and numerals are inserted in the 
text indicating both the point at which lie should lay dawn the book, 
and the problems he should set himself to solve. 

This has been douu in the hope that the book may provo uaoful to . 
those officers who are desirous of following General Von Verdy's 
advice. 

Captain Griersoji'a able adaptation, "Staff Duties in the 
Field," lends itself admirably, as the author intended, to 
this method of instruction ; and although it is principally 
concerned with the duties of the General Stat!', regimental officers 
will derive the greatest benefit by making it the ground work of a 
course of study. It has, however, the unavoidable defect of beiug 
a purely imaginary campaign, and the it.ii^ineni, therefore conies 
ouly into collision with that of another individual — exceptionally 
well qualified as he may be — and not with facts. 




A hook on the Horse Giiiirdn' lint of I.Iiokt- published !>y authority, 
entitled " Tactical Studies of tho Buttles of Colomliey mid Vionville," 
by Colonel Lonsdale Half, R.E., ' giving the phases of these 
actions in chronologic:! I sequence, mid iioooEiipanied hy maps 
uo a scale of 6" to the mile, supplies nnother basis for 
study. Designed, however, as a Kric^-spiel, which was actually 
played on service, in order to afford practical illustrations 
of the tactics of the three arms, and not as a series of 
in decision, tin- reader will often lie at a loss where to 
break off and i aki> over tin 1 dm ies of any particular- eommander. 

Moreover, even if such books as this, which, by the recognition of 
all necessary details, enable the student to put himself in the place of 
participant in the action, were more numerous, it is not everyone that 
lias eitherthe skill or the leisure 10 [impound the problems to be 
Worked out. At all events, no one will be inclined to complain if 
ho finds those problems already formulated. J f the student has a 
friend of like aspirations to himself, the difficulty may be readily 
surmounted by <au-h t.akiiLL-au incident, say from the German Official 
Account of the '70 war- the most accurate as to facts and the moat 
careful as to details of nil military histories -collecting the necessary 
information proposing to the other useful questions, and criticising 
the solution by i he tight of what; occurred ; or again D.A.A.G. for 
Instruction might do this work for ■ considerable 11 n ruber, naming 
the books to be re;id, tho exact place where the book should be put 
aside, and setting the questions. 

But it is possible that the student may have to depend on himself 
alone; and we have therefore ventured, with the consent of the 
author, to add a number of problems to he worked out on 
tho basis of Colonel Hale's " Tactical Studies." It may be 
added that the study will prove doubly interesting if it takes the 
form of a Krieg-epiel, aud is carried on with 1 be usual apparatus, or 
with counters, on the large scale maps accompanying the book. 



THE BATTLE OF COLOMBEY.— August Uth, 1870. 

Place thu Gorman troops as oa page 9; the Fronoh us 
indicated on page 8, remarking the last paragraph of the " Iostr ac- 
tions for carrying on the studios." 



EXERCISE I. 
Advance of 26th Bbigave. 

(After the words " Chataan Aubigny," line 5, p. 10.) 
What dispositions should the Commander of the 
26th Brigade make for his advance against the 
French advanced posts at Chateau Aubigny and 
Colombey t 

For componitiun "I" t-li t> Brigade, see p. 4. 

(After the words, " Place 6. L. VTI. in 1st position," 
line 17, p. 11.) What dispositions should be made 
by the Commander of the 1st Battalion, 15th ttegi- 
tnent, the Rifles, and of the Brigade, for continuing 
the advance after the capture of Chateau Aubigny P 

(After the words, " north of Mnrsilly," lino 22, p. 12.) 
What should the Commander of the 25th Brigade 
(for oompuBition see MM -1) do on receiving a 
message from 1 In; 2(ith Ih-i Limit' caUir.fi for support P 

If he moved forward, what should be the formation of 
the Brigade P 

EXERCISE II. 



(After the words "first rush," line 36, p. 14.) What 
should be the action and disposition of the 26th 
Brigade after the capture of the heights south of 
Colombey P 



EXERCISE III. 
VIItb Army Corps and 18th Division. 
(After the words. " could not now be taken off," line 1, 
page 20.) How would you act in place of General 
von Zostrow P 
(After the words, " for bis own observation," line 25, 
p. 21.) How would you act in place of General von 
Wran K elP 
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EXERCISE IV. 






French Counter, attack by Lai; valuer. 




Question 8. <After the words', " 43rd Regiment," line 24, p. 22.) 
Hon- would you nrl. in pluo? of (Joloucl von Busse? 

Question 9. (After the words, " tillage of Nouilly," line 21, p. 23.) 
How would von form up the 1st Battalion 44th 

Regiment for an u ft van it mi Nouilly ? 








EXERCISE V. 






Fdrthek Advance of tyie 25th Bhcoadb. 




«.., 


ion 10. (After the words, " the troops once more to the 
attack," line 21, p. 26.) How would yon form the 
25th Brigade for a fresh attaok t 






EXERCISE VI. 






Fren 


h Counter-attack against Pkissian Ribht. 




ion 11. (After the words, " Villerg l'Orme," lino 19, p. 28.) 
Give orders to the Fusilier Battalion of the 4th 
Regiment, and to the 1st (hulf) and 2nd of the 

13rd. 

ion 12. (Aftor the words, "of action," line 11. p. 27.) How 
would you dispose of the three half battalions of 
the 43rd P 






EXERCISE VII. 








FRENCFf COUNTEIi-ATTACK CONTINUED. 






ion 13. 
ion 14. 


After tha words, " danger threateni 
north," line 9, p. 28.) How would you 
of Major von Ziegler ? 

After the words, " Bellecrois Heights," 1 
What orders would you send to your re 
place of General von Bentheim ? 

EXERCISE VIII. 


g from the 
no 1, p. 29.)' 




Advanc 


01 Cavalry on the extreme German 


Left. 


«.. 


MM ». 


After the wordp, " abreast of the ilivisi 
p. 29. ) How would you dispose of Lurle 
Brigade and H. A. battery ? 


Iz'b Cavalry 
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EXERCISE IX. 




Tbb 


French recaptuhb the NouitLr vineyabd. 


Quests 


16. 


(After 


the words, " to ont-flank the Prussian right," 








L0, p 33). How wouid you form the 3rd 






Reg 


ment for attack 


Question 


17. 


(After 


last line of p. 34). How would yon assist the 






infantry attack in the centre by means of artillery F 








EXERCISE X. 




Th 


E Fll» 


OH EXTEND THEIR LEFT, HOHTHWARDS. 


Quest*™ 


18 


(Afte 


tho words, " issued the following orders," lino 






37, 


a. 85.) What orders would you jriva in place of 






General von Manteuffel F 




19. 


(After 


the words, ' issue:! curruBji iin^ urdera," lioe 






«.P 


36.) What ordors would you give as General 
Bergman F 


THE BATTLE 


OF VIONVILLE.— August 16(A, 1870. 


Place 


the 


Germs 


n troops as on paj;o 55 ; rend tho description 


of the field of battle 


and then place the French troops us on page 


59. 






EXERCISE I, 






Adv 


nce op the German Cavalry. 


Question 


1. 


(After 


the words, " assumed command of them," line 
p. 66.) How wonld you form np the 11th 






Brigade, for the advance do Rezonville ? " 


Question 


a. 


(After 
line 


the words, "to the other side of Tronville," 
27, p. 60.) What would be your action, under 






the 


irciimstaiices P 






I 1 ) 


As Commanding Suhirmer's battery. 






(2) 


As „ the other three batteries 
attached to the brigade. 






(80 


As Commanding 13th Brigade. 






(+■) 


As „ 6th Cavalry Division. 


Question 


s. 


(After the words, "south-west of Villiers noi Boia,"lioe 






4, p 


61.) How would you act ? 








v4 


As commanding the four batteries. 








S-S 


As ,, 6th Cavalry Division. 



EXERCISE II. 

ce of 5th and 6th German Infantry Divisions. 

(After the words, "direction of Vionville," line 7, p. 
58.) Draw np an older of march for the 5th Division, 
from Noveunt to Gone. One battalion frith Regiment, 
and a squadron 12th Dragoons have been holding 
Gone as outposts during the night. 

(Mter the words, " Vionville ami Resoiiville," line 28, 
p. 58.) How would yon dispose of the 6th Division 
at this juncture r 



EXERCISE III. 
The French Infantry advance aoainst the German Cavalby 

Question 6. (After the words, "heights upon which they had 
appeared," line 11, p. 63.) 
(1.) Move tho French 2nd Corps d'armee by 

(2.) Dispose of Lnpasset's Brigade by regiments. 

(3.) Move tho lit'ii Curjj.- il'iuiniic by brigades. 
Question 7. (After the words, " with tho Cavalry Divisions," line 

40, p. 63.) What would yon do in General von 

Billow's place P 
Question 8. (After the words, " in the direction of Gone," line 16, 

p. 64.) 

(1.) How would you form the 5tli Division for an 
advance up the Gorze defile ? 

(2.) How far should the advanced party, if com- 
posed of Cavalry, march in front of the 
Infantry ? 

Note that neither Ranch's nor Griiter'a Cavalry 
Brigades had informed the 5th Division that 
the Bois de St. Arnuld was occupied by 



EXERCISE IV. 
Advance of the 5th and 6th German Divisions. 
Question 9. (After the words, " would absorb all available forces," 
line 38, p. 67.) What orders would you give as 
commanding 5th Division Y 
Question 10. (After the words, " to eject the enemy," line 20, 
p. 69.) How would yon dispose of the 6th Division 
for the attack on Vionville and Flavigny P 



Question 11. (After the words, in italics, " in alignment with 1 lth 
Brigade," lino 12, p. 64.) As commanding 5th 
Cavalry Division, whut orders would you givo us 
the 11th and 12th Brigades advance ? 

Question 12. (After the words, " from Mars la Tour," Line 20, p. 72.) 
How woo Id yon form the 12th Brigade for 
attack on Viouville, noticing (lie position taken nu 
by the battalions of the 11th Brigade, on p. 71, and 
that the French wore in force both in ilie wood 
north of Roman road, and along the heights south 
as far as the Mars la Tour high-road? 



EXERCISE V. 
Colonel Lynckkh's Demi. brigade, Xik Corps. (Sec note, p. 55.) 
Question 13. As commanding this detachment, which was under 
orders to re-unite at Cliumbley with the 37th 
Brigade, and had followed tho 5th Division, what 
would be your action on reaching Gorzo, and 
hearing the continuous roar of the cannonade to the 
north -east r 

For actual movements, aee p. 76. 



EXERCISE VI. 

A Kit I VAX 0* CuBI'H AETILLEKY OV lllRD AaHY COKl'B. 

Question 14. (After the words, " many difficull ies," line 13, p. 79.) 
How would you dispose of these five batteries ? 



EXERCISE VII. 
The Gebhan Cavaeby. 

I 15. (After the words, " lllrd Army Corps," liue 40, P . 7y.) 

(1) How would you dispose of tho Brigades ol 

the 5th and (kh Cavalry Divisions F 

(2) Indicate the positions you would select for the 

Divisional Regiments, viz. : — 
12 th Drugoons. 
2nd ,, 
9th ,, 





EXERCISE VIII. 
TaK Capture of Fnvionr. 

Question 16. (After the words, "20th Regiment," line 6, j 

What would you have done as Commander of the 
German Cavalry Divisions, as the infantry oon verged 
round Flavigny ? 

Question 17. (After the words, " with surpassing bravery," line 20, 
p. 85.) What would you have done aa commanding 
the 11th and 17th Hussars, had you seen from 
your position first, the disorderly retreat of the 
enemy's infantry, or secondly, the approach of 
the enemy's cavalry ? 

QuistionlS. (After the words, "beaten enemy," line 4, p. 87.) 

(1) How would you move the 6th Cavalry Division 

on receipt of these instructions ? 

(2) How long would it take this Division to deploy 

and reach the troops of the French llnd 
Corps retreating from Flavigoy and the 
adjacent position, supposing that the order to 
pursue reached the Commander fifteen minutes 
after the French began to withdraw ? 
(After the words, " 6, 4, III.," line 18, p. 87.) 

(3) What would be yonr notion, as commanding 

the Frenoh Army, when the llnd Corps was 

broken P 
Question 111. (After the word, "Move," bottom of p. 88.) What 
should be the notion of the German artillery as the 
cavalry advances along the plateau in the space 
between Flavigny and the liniieres road ? 



EXERCISE [X. 

AllVANCt Or THE XtH AhhY CoEFS. 
Question 20. (After the words, " a French rear -guard," lino 10' 

p. 91.) What would you have done at this juncture, 

as commander of the Xth Corps P 
Question 31. (After the words, " in 1st position," bottom of p. 91.) 

What would you have done as commanding 19th 

Division r 

[No orders for a change of direction had been 

received from the Corps Commander, who had 

ridden forward to Xouville.] 
Question 22. (After the words, " to that place," bottom of p. 93.) 

Give the direction and order of march of 20th 

Division from Thiauoourt to the battlefield. 



EXERCISE X. 

Question 23. (After the words, " had begun to fail," line 2, p. 04.) 
What course would yon adopt as Commander of the 
French Army ? 

Question 24. (After the words, " orders for General yon Bredoiv to 
attack," line 7, p. 95.) How would you carry oat 

Question 25- (After the words, " formed up under cover," line 17, 
p. 96.) Ab commanding Porton's Cavalry .Division, 
how would yon net ? 

Question 26. (After the words, "from the direction of Brnville," 
lino 36, p. 97.) How would you proceod to carry 
out the duty assigned to von Darby's Brigade P 



EXCRCISE XL 
a 27. (After the words, "struggle raging in front," line 25, 

p. 103.) How would you form the 16th Division 

and 11th Regiment for the advance from Arry to 

Qorze, and whore would you ondcavour to strike the 

enemy ? 
n 28. (After the words, "the Prussians," line 39, p, 106.) 

What courso would yon decide on were you in place 

of Prince Frederick Charles ? 
n, 29. (After the words, "Attack oy Troops of 38th Brigade," 

lino 1!>, p. 116,) How would yoo form the brigade 

for attack ? 
a 30. (After the words, "at all hazards," lino 27, p. 119.) 

How would yon am ploy the available cavalry at this 

juncture ? 



APPENDIX II. 



Note 1.— "The plains between the Mincio and the Adige," says 
"Adams, "are very thick!; populated, characterized by numerous 
"towns, and consequently the comm a ni cations aro everywhere 
" numerous and good. The difficulties in the way of an army 
" operating in this territory mast bo sought for in the cultivation of 
" the country, which ia very peculiar, consisting of rioe fields and 
" vineyards, as well as ordinary crops of every sort and kind." 

There were no commanding heights ; orchards and hedgerows 
helped to restrict the view, and the numerous small water- courses 
and deep ditches impeded movement. Bain had fallen during the 
uightof the 23rd June, but had no effect on the roads beyond laying 
the dnst. The 21th was fine, with a bright sun, anii the atmosphere 
uiinBaally clear. 

Note 2.— It is possible that the reasons which compelled instant 
action on the part of the Italian advanced guard may not be clear 
to every one. Many of those following out the operations might be 
inclined to decide ihiil General Yiihhemenia shnnM await the arrival 
of the main body. But it should always bo remembered that when 
several ooluiuns are advancing by different roads, the advanced 
guards have a different role to play than when only one column is 
concerned. Oo.operation has to be considered, and the combination 
of tlio whole force towards the end indicated by the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

What end had the Italian Cuiniiiiiirtci -in-Chief in view? The 
Army Order on page 18 tells us. Mnrchio.!: by niimeronH roads, his 
occupy the line Sona-Villafranca ; a movement 
' ;ho Austrian army, supposed to be 



i>d sii miles from right to left. It 

my might attack, if not before, at 

s taken up ; and it therefore went 

should keep abreast <>f on* 

ifii<;!><>il to them as near as possible 



which was expected ti 
behind the Adige. 

The lino to be occupied mes 
was always possible that the 
least as soon as this line w 
without saying that the several div 
another, and rencli the local! tf 
simultaneously. 

Had Villahomiosa, therefore, delayed his attack nntil the main 
body came np, much time would have been lnai , Sirtori's diviaion 
have fallen a good way behind the divisions on its right and left, 
and the continuity of the front have been broken. 

Moreover, so far as one eon gather from the official account, 
General Benko's van-guard, the only troops which Villabermoia oonld 
have seen on Monte Crioul, was very weak. A rapid and resolute 
attack might have carried that imrmriaiit position. Notwithstanding 
that the Italian General was repulsed, it will he noticed that General 
Von Vordy, on page 13, says " that in his opinion the dispositions 
were perfectly sound." 
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First Army Corps, and Professor at the Kriega 
Akademie (Staff College} in Berlin. Translated by Lieut- 
Col. G. F. R. HenDKhson, ProfoBBor of Military History, 
Staff College, Author of "The Campaign of Fredericks- 
burg" and "The Hnttlo of Spicheren," and Captain 
K,. A. Henderson, Adjutant, 3rd Battalion The Manchester 
Begt 6 

Campaign of Fredericksburg, The. November— December, 

18G2. A Taotical Study for Officers. With Maps. By 
Lieut. -Col. G. F. R. Henderson, Professor of Military 

History, Staff College 5 

" A book which is simply admirable of its kind . . . Hero and 
there in the coarse of the narrative, the Author gives ns comments not- 
only of great value to the student, but showing conclusively that he is 
in the hands uF a competent and trustworthy toachor." — Journal of 
Royal Vnitt'.d Hurries Institution. 

" Wo may cimj-'ra tuliiti' ill': nnihur <»i his attempt to f;ivo a practical 
turn to the studies el' Volunteer oflirers, hy presenting to them in a 
compact form, and generally speaking wild dun rejoin! For aoonraoy, 
an analysis of a drnmnt.ic campaign.'' — Spectator. 
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Company Brill Made Easy. By Capt. Q. D'Arcy Evans, 

1st R.I. Rifles. Author ofthe Non.wimmis~ir.nud Officers' 
Guide to Promotion, Catch 'Juestions in Infantry Drill, 
Ac, Ac. With illustrations, in ftOOBrdance with the New 

"infantry Drill" 1 6 

" The title of thia work ia no misnomer, it does in truth mako 
Company Drill easy of comprehension. Thia iu iu a great measure dun 
to tho excellent plates and the clear way in which tho work is 
arranged. By making four sections of a company work as a miniature 
battalion, tho author effectually removes the diilicnlty experienced by 
all young officers and man, who uro invariably puzv.Vil hy the diilicnlty 
of roalixiTi- id.? ili il fi-i-i, ci.' between column and Hue when a company 
is working singly." — Broad Arrow. 

"The little volume should prove most valuable to the army at large, and 
the author is to ha congratulated on having so well performed his self- 
allotted task."— Irish Times. 
Cane for Despatches, Documents, &C. For carrying Documents 
and Forma between Orderly Room and Office; will bo fonnd very 
useful on Parade. Made iu Leather, with pocket, strap and 
buckle. Lettered in gold with oreat of Corps and letter of 
Company ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 7 

Cases for Free Kit Issue Sheets, made in loather, with Thumb 

Sorowa, Strap, 4o 7 

Case for Soldier's Pocket Ledger, without Pooket i 

„ „ „ „ „ Best Loather, with Pocket 2 

Any Soldier can bind hia Pocket Ledger in these cases. 

-, Annual Musketry Return. ... Whole Cloth Cover 
Pay and Mess Book, lettered, with Pooket. Leather 
Pay List, lettered, with Pooket 

Passes {Army Form B 395) ... Cloth 

Railway Passes, Army Form B 295a 

Daily Messing Book Cloth 

Army Orders „ 

Target Register ... •■ Blaok Waterproof 

Judging Distance Register. Black Waterproof 

Case for Defaulters' Sheets, madu in Leather, with Thumb 
Screws, Strap and lincklr, Lei icicii with Title and Company. 
Warranted to keep the leaves from fulling out. These rase* 
are mado large to Lake all siren of Del'niili.i'r Sheola, au(' 
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s. d. 
Cavalry Roll Book and Handbook of General Information, 2 6 

Contents ;— Instructions for keeping the Roll Book ; Miscellaneous 
Charges; Dress and Equipment ; H. vt -nil bis: ; Classification of 
Rogiments ; Discharges ; Rates of Regimental Pay ; Discipline ; 
Stable Duties, ftc, ; Barrack Sooma ; Arrangement of Kit in Barrack 
Room ; Mode of Laying Oat Kit for Inspection ; Education ; Drill ; 
Sqnadron Koll; Descriptive Return of Horses ; Numerical Roll of 
Arms'; Memoranda. 

Cavalry Outposts, Questions and Answers on. By On.pi. 

li. H. HokuisoN, late Conidt., S. of Ins. for Aux. Cavalry... 9 
" A useful little book, must be of survice to officers and moo of the 
yeomanry liy elucidating the true objoct of outposts and tho duties 
connected with them. It may alno, wit.li fji'c.'il mi cantuge. be put into 
the hands of noii-i:oi>iiiiissinii(!i.i ullicern nl' tli« ii'^ulm- cavalry." — 
Army and Navy Qasetie. 

* Cavalry Drill, Vols. I. and II., out of Print; Vol. III. ... 1 

Cavalry Advanced and Rear Guards. Hy Capt. St. a. h. 
Cavalry on Outpost Duty. By Capt. St. G. L. Steele ... o 6 



Cavalry Kit Plates. See pa?e 17. 

Cavalry Inspection States. 8« v"."* 16. 

Cavalry Troop Serge ant -Major's Account Book, The. To but 

twelve months. Arranged for Homo and Ktitvigu Service 6 
Most carefully compiled l>y a Caviilry (Jurirti'i-iiiaster who has ha 
very groat experience in keeping Cavalry Returns. 



•Cavalry, Letters on. ity L'jcinck Ku*»t Zu Houi'-nluui 

FnQKLFINUEN t 
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Cricket Scoring Book, The Official. Made of the beBt paper 

and containing the amended Kales of the Rome. 
Cloth Bound 1/6 * 2 ft 

Conventional Signs, as used in Military Topography .., Per Doi. 1 

Discipline i Its Reason and Battle Value. By Lient. Stbwabt- 

Murkav, 1st Gordon Highlanders. Anthor of " Fire 
Discipline, its fyuiirinti'in ami Application" 2 

".Mi ' IV . HI.:-..- .'!:,:,■!■■ h- '.■ .- ■. !:■■ . ■;■■: = ,l'[ ill- K:i !■ hi- 

pen In esiilmntiim nl ti.i- ' ronaiHi ivliv ' of tliiiiRn milium- Uinil Mr. Stmvurt, 
Murmy, of llm Cc.ril.i!. Iliirliljunirrs. ]!:, 'Fiv l.fis,-i>i!m<' ' :;• it U«lili.'l Unit 

OOtfbtto bo printed 'by antoorilY ' mi.! I'imihilnil Tin ■■In- vitiiil' mjMi.t- ill. 

ih !■■■■ I In t. nvcr imt r mi 1 ] n t Mint 

'li.C I.:.:: I-. : ■■ ■. ■ . I.- ' ..-, '.'.!.. II 

thoy hear of ui,-fi|>:iiii' turn iln-ir i:iim!:. I., l "I . . ■ :.i-.-.r..- L ]!;■:■>. . f orderly-room a 

ana conrt.i-mnrlilil. ]!-!( U.r.-. nl'i'url m:lv I in' I'riny.' ..! .li-Yij.!.'..., I lie iml V'Etlno 

of wbicli on 1 l.ii .i~i ( rlriiii-.l uiUI ii l,.i> liye:. siil)ri:lu.]. '.in-. I" iiclil mil, mill 

secondly to exposure ia the flphL 

"Hih book nfiiniLI 'n;. in ivi.tv 1::.iii..- k -!■'... in, "I, i ul.l Im V.iriiL iu every military 

'■■I' i HI- ■ .:!.. ■ ■ n:,l..i: ■; 1 . ;,,!■. „]' li.- 

bust possible appendices in Lin: ilrill ln-iks, IV,. mv L-r.iti-l u! ui i.iiu Cur ii, ami it 
isoerUiinlv not tiic loast viilunbln nf the iiiimy usiifid military inauuiilis isniii.'il hv 
Moaara. UflJoi.ii'l P.. 1,1™, Lv\."-II,tili/ Chronic',: 



Duty Rosters, strongly bonnd in Cloth 

„ „ Sheets 

* Dress Regulations for Officers of the Army 



Company and Organization Drill, Part II. 
Battalion Drill, Part IU 
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* Encampments, Regulations and Instructions for ... 

* Equipment Regulations, Part I. 

Expeditious Method of Calculating Soldiers' Services 

* Engineering, Military Manual of 



*Field Works: Their Technical Conutrnt'tion and Tactical 
Application. By Colonel 0. E. Brackenbury, E.A. In 
Two Volumes ... ... ... ... ,., ... .., 1 

Field Fortification, Notes on the Text-hoofcs. specially 

arranged for Officers preparing for Pi-oiiuition Examina- 
tions. 3rd Edition. Entirely now anil fully illustrated 
with upwards of Thirty Plates. By Lieat.-Col. H. D. 



A comnilation nliich wil] pro 
/."— The Fioxeer. 




nsefal. A most praot 


Mnjiir lIuLclllLLfllli'rf |IHNt i! 


e; 


.■(! u t, Etan&on Inn1 
udonw arc likely to fall 



jtruoter eminoutlj 

'<J I'lllKV-. 1 Ll!l ■■iMI-llllll.:.- M'ill lil^ll ''-: 

: -ation."-Ci D ii <i*d Mi7i™ rJ .. 

mpm-l, ivi'll-diL-'i-lfil, uriU curiously c 



Gymnastics, and Light Dumb Bell Drill 

tractised at the Gymnasia at Aldershot. 
ergt.-Major Noakkk, Gymnastic SisilT. 2nd Editi 
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Fire Engine, Instructions tor tho Mounting ami Working of ... 3 
Fire Discipline 1 Its Foundation and Application. By Lieut. 

Stewajit-Muwuy, 1st Bait. Gut.luii Hi-lilnml- n<. Author 

of "Diacij.iliiiei Its Reason, and Battle Value " 2 

" I.iont. Murray's work ia ona which could ba read with advantage 
by all ranks of the Army, for there ia great foreo in all ho says, and 
as he has lately had exceptional op port imitius ul' studying the Gorman 
fire tactioB ' on the spot,' ho dous not write without that authority 
which givos strength to arguments."— Army Sr Navy Gazette. 



A. DlMMOCK 



a the 
By 



t Guide to the Examination for Promotion, for Non-Coms. 

Iu accordant:!: willi 1 In.. Sjlliil.ua eoukiiiLfd [i, Qufien's llogu. 
latious. Iiu'linliiig (,ViJ' ■-:i"i;- iirnlA.njivei-^ t ln-ruon. LaUCS- 

Corporal to Corporal, and Corporal to Sergeant. By 

G. D'Arcy Evans, 1st Batt. Hoyal Iriah Rifles. Revised 
iu accordance with Iho Now Infantry Drill, anil tho latent 
Regulations. In ouo volume 

+ Guide to obtaining a First Class Army School Certificate. 

4th Edition. By an Army Schoolmaster. Carefully 
compiled in compliance with tho Now Orders referring to 

the First Class Certificate 

" It contains excellent suygestio: 
for examination." — Army and Navy Gazette. 

" This work contains, iu a small compass, all that is necessary for 
a candidate to know in order to obtain a certificate." — Morning Post. 

Examinations in Arithmetic, containing tho Papers with 

Answer!) , Hints, and Sol 11 lions, for obtaining a First- Class 
School Certificate 1 (J 

t Guide to obtaining a Second Class Army School 

Certificate. By an Army School master. 5th Edition ... 1 8 
" A moat complete and successful help 1.1 i\,v. second class certificate. 
This work has boon i-ivoTiirnuii'led by all Sub- Inspectors of Army 
Schools. "—United Service Gazette. 

Examinations in Arithmetic, imntarning the Papers with 

Answers, Hints, and SoluLkm:>, foiolitiimingaSccoud-ClaBs 
School Certiiicate 1 



e best way of preparing 
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t Guide to obtaining a Third Class Army School Certificate. 

By an Army School master. 4th Edition 

Examinations in Arithmetic, toutJiininKtho Papers with 

Answer*, Hindi, ami fioliiL-irjiis. for oinuining a Third -(J I ass 

School CsrtificfttB 

+ Theee works have the approval of the Inapeotors and So! 
masters thronghout the entire service and are specially ra 
mended by them. 

Forms for Practising on for the Examination. Form C. 

313, Eiamiiialiou Paper, fid. y,rr dnz. ; 3;'- per 100. Form 
0. 815, Arifliincti;.' I'^aminai.inn I'apor, No II., 1/3 per doz..; 
5/- per 100. Form C. 310, Arithsm -;i,- U lamination Paper 
No. III., 9d. per doz. ; 3/- pur 100. Form 0. 317, Savings 
Bank Forma, 9d. per doz.; 3/- per 100. Form C. 2107, 
Monthly Pay Liat and Lodger combined, Od. por doa. j 3/. 



pel 



100. 



Guide to Spelling ; or, the Soldier's Spelling Book ; for obtaining 
a School Certificate, iucluding Technical Terms and Words 
of Daily nee in Army Matters. By an Army School mailer 

The Soldier's Table Card. Giving the Tables, &c, necessary 

for an Army School Certificate 

* Guide to Promotion ; an aid to all Officers of all Arms, in 
preparing for Examinations in liefjimcntu! Duties. Part I., 
ranks of Lieui... Cnpt-., and Major. By Lient.-Col. SiSson 

0. PaiTT 

•Guide to Promotion. Part II. Rank of Major. By Lieu t.- 
Colonel BlMOK 0. PniTT. Thia part contains the subjeota 
required to qualify for the rank of Major, in addition to 
those comprised in Part I, 

Guides and Markers' Duties in Company and Battalion 

Drill. In accordance with the New Infantry Drill. 
9th Edition. Fully illustrated 

Guides and Markers' Duties in Company Drill. In 

accordance with tlio New Infantry Drill. 9th Edition. 
Fully illustrated. Paper 9d. Cloth 
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+ Hints to Young Soldiers. By William (Jokdon, 2nd Batt. 
Gordon Highlanders. 3rd Edition. Revised and Enlarged 
throughout ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 6 

"A littlo budget of Hound, good, wholesome advice, in plain 
language. It wootd be well if a copy could !>■• given to "very young 
soldier just starting on Ida now career." — Broad, Arrow. 
t This Book ban bo™ rocommendod by the Commandor-in-Chief . 

Historical Records of the Forty-fourth, or East Essex 

Regiment, illustrated ... ... 

Historical Records of the 89th Princess Victoria's Regiment. 

Compiled by Cnpt. E. Briuckmnn, 2nd Royal Irish Fusiliers. 

Fully illustrated 

Historical Records of the Sixth Dragoon Guards (Carabi- 

niers),a continuation of, from 1839 to 1887. By Capt. 

A. Sphot, Siith Dragoon Guards ... ... ... ... 5 

•Infantry, Letters on. By I'rikce Kraft Zu Hoheni.ohr 

InukLPINOBN 6 

Infantry Drill I o 

Infantry Drill, Catch Questions in. By Capt, G. D'Aacy 

EyiKs, 1st Royal Irish Rifles 6 

" The idea is capital, anil many Non-commissioned Officers and 
others will thank (.'not. D'Aivy-Evaus I'm- Inn littlo book, as he says, 
the number of questions miu'li', lm l.>:;ion. Inn In' hn.n ih.liIi' an exoellent 
series, the niiswin-ini; of which will afford a fuir criterion as to the 
knowledge of the new drill. They are very suggestive." — Army ty 
Navy Qaieite. 

Infantry Fire Tactics. Text Book at School of 
Musketry, Hythe. By Captain c. B. Mavne. 

Enlarged & Revised thronKhout with Diagrams ami Illustrations. This 

I . '.' i ■•:>.■ ,■ . ■■•!'. ,..■ ■.,.-..■■ i ■:;■'.■:'.: ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■■ ■ ..■ . 

the Field. Itfillsa want L-ii-tt lm- hiii-.ori-i ,x!.n,.| in i-:i,;;!ish Miliuu-y 
Litersturn, »nci slumlil lie in rhr> linml. !:■■.■■■• '."iiIllji; wnli 

iho maximum affect, a -ri.tji-.n ..:,-=■..'. ,■*-:*'■>■■ in fh i,n\v ;< .urect bearing 

mi Infantry fin:, sni-lj n„ muj"I! lii.riinjr. Mi ['[;')" ■■!' ammunition on tlic 

instruction, and thonsoof the magazine rifla ' 6 

" Capt. Maine hits done a roal good tn the Service in giving us a 

work whioh places before us clearly ami emicisi'ly l-li..- whole question." 

— Journal, R. U. 8. Institutum. 

" Capt. C. B. Maine has contribircd a valuable addition to our 

knowledge of the functions of Infantry in War."-Armti ,r~ AW;/ Gneeftc. 
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Infantry Dress and Equipment for Various Parades. For 

hanging in Barrack Room ... ... ... per Doz. 1 M 

Infantry Fire Control, Discipline, and Indirect Fire, Notes 

on. By Capt. Sir K. A. W. Colleton, Bt 1 6 

The oontonta of this work woro originally compiled for delivery as 
Lectures to Officers and N.-C.O'a, and will bo found by them to be a 
vary nseful Hnpplemont to the ohaptor on Fira Tactios in the New 
Infantry Drill. 

Inspection Cards usedatGenl's. Inspections. Infantry, Per Doz. 1 

Inspection Cards used at Genl'a. Inspection (Annual), for 
Cavalry or Infantry- The most complete Inspection State 
compiled. Each, (id.,.. ... ... ... ... Per Doz. 5 

Inspection Cards used at Qenl's. Inspections, Cavalry, Per Doz. 2 

Instructions in Care and Cleaning of Lee- Met ford Rifle. For 

hanging in Barrack Rooms per Doz. 1 

Instructions for Packing Valise in Time of Peace and War. 

per Doz. S 

* Instructions in Military Engineering t— 

Part I. Field Defencea ... ... ... ... ,., 2 

„ II. Attack of Fortresses ... ... ... ... 2 6 

„ III. Military BridgeB ... ... ... ... 3 

„ IV. Military Mining ... ... ... ... 2 

„ V. Miscellaneous ... ... ... .., 3 6 

kit plates- 



no. 5. Valise Kit Plate, Illustration showing FIELD Kit 

Laid down on Parade (Highland) Per Doz. 1 

No. 6. Valise Kit Plate, Militia (Infantry), Kit on 

Parade Per Doz. l 



kit plates- 
no. 7. Valise Kit Plate (Militia), Kit on Bed 



No. 10. Slade-Wallace Kit Plate, Illustration showing FULL 
Kit on Bed (Infantry) TerDoz. 

No. 12. Slade-Wallace Kit Plate, Illustration showing 
FIELD Kit on Bed and arrangement of Barrack 
Room Shelf (Infantry) ... Per Doz. 



No. 14. Cavalry Kit Plate, Arrangement of Shelf Per Dm. l 



6 
Military Handwriting and the copying of Official and 

other manuscripts l 6 

This work contains various manuscripts, together with a key by 
which the student will he enabled to decipher the more difficult 
passages. It also embodies a splendid system of Handwriting by 
which anyone may rapidly bocome an eipert writer. 

t Manual of Drill and Physical Exercises. With or without 
Dumb-bells or Music. By Thomas Chesterton, Instructor of 
Physical Exercises to the London School Board. Carefully 

illustrated with upwards of 150 Flutes. 3rd Edition 2 6 

For the use of Teachers in day and evening Schools, Instructors 

of Physical Exercises, Ac, as taught at the Military Gymnasia, at home 

and abroad, also in the London aud other Board Schools, Principal 

Public Bohools, Civil Gymnasia, Polytechnic Institutions and Evening 

Classes throughout the country. 

r This work has bean adopted by the London School Board, for use 

In their School* ; and also by tha Director-General of Military Education, for 

use In all Army Schools. The Authorities at Battersea, Chelsea, Borough 

Road, and Hammersmith Training Colleges, for Teachers, have alio approved 
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Musketry Instruction Regulations for Martini- Henry Rifle 

* „ „ for Lee-Metford Rifle 

Musketry, How to Improve Shooting in the Ranks. 
By Marksman 

Musketry Drills and Attendances during Monthly Course 
of Training, Register for Marking Up 

Manual and Firing Exercises, with Aiming Drill, for 

the Martini-Henry Rifle 

Contents: — General Rules; Mannal Exercises ; Manual 
Exorcises in Two Banks, and Filing Arms ; Funeral 
Exercise; Paying Compliments with Arms; Dismissing a 
Company ; Review Exercise ; Manner of Inspecting Anna 
on Parade ; Regulations for Sergeants ; Guards nnd 
Sentries; Bayonet Exorcise; Care of Arms and Am- 
munition ; Quest inns on DiUo ; Firing Kxorctae ; Questions 
on Ditto; Aiming Drill; Questions on Ditto. 

ill for t_ 

... 6 

Contents: — General Rules ; Manual Exorcises; Inspecting A rmi 
on Parade ; Manual Exorcises in Two Ranks, and Piling Arms ; 
Fnneral Exercise ; Paying Compliments with Arms ; Dismissing; 
Royiow Bsci-i'iBO , Herniations for Sei'gennl.s ; Guards and Sonnies; 
Bayonet Exercise; Drill; Review Exercise; Attack and Dofenco ; 
Practices ; Care of Arms and Ammunition ; Questions on ditto ; Aiming 
Drill; Questions ou ditto; Firing Exercise; Questions on ditto; 
Firing when Advancing and Retiring. 

Military Training in English and Hindustani. Striotly 

in accordance with the New Infenii v Drill, and on the linos 
laid down by 1I.E. the Commander-in-Chief in G.O.C.C. 
For the use of British Officers, and Native Officers 
and Nou -Com missioned Officers of the Native Army in 
India. By Lieut. -Col. H. D. Hctchinsok, 1st Batt. 3rd 
Goorkhaa. 

English and Urdu Edition 3 (J 

English ami Nagri HMir.ion ... ... ... ... 2 6 

This work on "MILITARY TRAINING" is printed in parallel 
pages, in K iglish and Urdu, ami i'.iiL'li^i nrnl Nafjri. Folly Illustrated. 
With this hook iu their hands, Briijaa Qffioen, Native Officers and 
Non-coiiuii in^ioiii'i I OrliofrH will I"' able to learn and to leach in the 
moBt thorough ami syHKvniiiie mannor. 
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* Meat Inspection, A Guide to, for Regimental Officers ... 1 6 

Messing Books, Daily. Army Book 48. 4d. eaoh, or Per Dot 8 
„ (Appendix A. — Mamo. on Messing of 
Soldior) 4d. oacb, or Per Doz. 3 

Messing of the Soldier, The. An used at Aldorshot. including 

Schedules Illustrative of the new system of Military Cooking 6 
Forms for same :— Appoodii A, in books, 3/. per Dox. 

B, per 100, 3/-. 

C, „ „ 2/.. 

D, „ „ 1/-. 

E, ., „ 3/-. 

* Military Law. By Major Pbatt 4 6 

* Military Administration. By Major Borrow 7 



Military 1 

Forces Act 



* Militia Regulations l o 

* Militia Officers' Examiner 4 ft 

Nicknames in the Army. Nearly every Begiment in 

the Service has (or has bad) a Nickname, and this little 
book gives the most complete record of the same ever 
printed ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 

" Those nicknames often brought to mind some amusing event, or 
memorable incident in the regiment's career, and in many cases 
originated from Heme pcculiiukv in the uniform, or, in the cobs of a 
cavalry regiment, the colour of the horses. The publishers have 
collected all these traditions and anecdotes, and present them in the 
most complete and succinct form. Military men will derive muoh 
information, as well as pleasure from its perusal. As a boot of 
reference it is not alone to militnry men it would be useful; to the 
stndent of history it undoubtedly would he of groat value." — Belfast 
Homing News. 
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Note Book, the Army. Made in three Sizes- 
No. 1.— 4-in. by 8-iD. in Cloth, 6d. Leather 
„ 2.— 5-iD. by 3-io. „ 9d. 

„ 3— Bl-in. by 3J-i n . „ 1/.. 



On Guard Writing Companion, made in leather, fitted with pocket 

6o bold Army Forms and Foolscap, Penholder, Pens and Pennila 2 6 

For compactness, finish and strength, it is very 
ingenious. It can be pat in a valley, or folded up with the great 
coat. For Non- Commissioned Officers on guard, in the field, or 
on board ship, it will be found invaluable. 

On Outpost ; What to do and How to do it. 9th Edition o 6 



cither in Hi,- field, lump, or nimtora.— T 



pocket, and easy ft: 



Lli. lirl-l -n,l. 1 mill !•/■■. ill- 1* 'TLLi'Ml ILMILli'li!, Lhn: ■li-:'L-<:vi: lli'l 

o, it may else prevent him from arriving at a speedy a 
in the application of tactical prinoiplce."— Extract front Axtkor 


.JV*W 


have received from Gale ft Poldun, Lid., a very neat little 
'. L. Harvey, entitled ■ The Organisation Bud Tin urn! i !;:.-> 
, and Infantry.' It hag been compile"! ^^ 11b: the ■ .l.ij i.-^- : ■■[ 


wort bv 
Cavalry, 



i-iiiiO'.ilniiv i!i]..nl.l-. il^'idinLy up-t.:j-ibit.r, anil i-n mv 
that no infill! rv ■:■>■ i ,i.va!i-.- i . 1 1 , r ■ , ; aiinched for duty 
lillic.uli.v nfvv ri-julii .- i-..;. -..-! ilm-vov'a book in mai 
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Order Book, Army Book 137 
127 



On Guard; What to do and How to do it. Sth Edition. 

By Major Quaylk-JoNes ... ... ... u o 

" A useful little handbook, the very thinR that tho youmr and ineiperionced 
stand in need of, arraimed by Major M. Qnim-Joju, The Koy*1 Wl 
Refft., has been forwarded tf ns for notice. A mure cunciae and better t:uide 



." 



d will, although b 



d in the Quean's Regulation* and on tho boar 
sro ilol altogether or an explicit and satisfacl 
has remedied this defect."— Army f Jfaty Sam 



Official Letter Writing, Orders, &c, Qnide to, by an Army 

Schoolmaster. 3rd Edition » o 

" A most useful work for young Officers and Noti -coin missioned Offlcera of all 

not only upon OIUeiHl Letter Writing and Orders, Ijrtt also iijirni Hiiiirhvrn.h^ 
Strie of Composition, r ;n .. r.i I !l1.i- ;i , FriVis Writing, Military AMiroviiitiims n--.il 

to Military life*. To those whose duties require an acquaintance with ci' -. 
of any kind It can be confidently recommended.'*— -Irnijr 4 ffony Qaz/ttt. 

Pencils. Coloured, for Surveying, Red, Blue, Green, 

Burnt Sienna, White and Yellow, 3d. each ... Per Dob. 2 6 
Specially manufactured Cor Military Sketching. 

* Priced Vocabulary of Stores- Part I i 

Protractors for Surveying. Ab used at the s.m.b., Chatham; 

and the authorized Pattern in India. Ivory 7/-, Boiwood 2 6 
"Gale and Pi.ldci, l.ni., Inivc jn.-t. I.t-.-.lu-'i .1 i'.li s hca 1 surveying protractor, which 
possesses i V.i.- (■il|..'.vi! - ii.l.^inlii^-.s. It l.-. ;.■■!'■ ill. -I Willi . L .i : ,:,_-. i ui J pernio, from 
which any suitable smle nui be made by the Surveyor in the fleld ; instead of 
the numerical figures. '■:: tin' fjnv ' f the in 1 , him", r ■■- . Mrin ■.-!"] 'i simple rulo for 
determining ilir' v • ■ ]-t i <: 'i-'. intervals, fi.nl s [...rtuihii fi.r oeistvuel hilt an j scale of 

slope ditfcnii'.' fr liu! .■n i ;]'!H-ril rinrninl ..sic. A formula for the Ci.nversii.il r,f 

slopes oiuresscd in degrees into tin: <iiii.- ■■:■ i ■■. ine— mi ,n fractions and rips 

mriif is also given. The protractor is alto i'i:'-ni.-.in'il nui, M'ains nf four and 
si* in. w the mile."— Rey«l E^^tri' Annul. 
Physical Training. By Sandow. See page 24 ... ... 12 6 

Physical Training Without Arms. IHustratudwitbTwontyeii 

Plates. 3rd Edition, 9d. Bound in Cloth. .. 1 

"PI 

not only nf military men, but till sdiuiilaiaatttra." " It is a ma 
useful, handy, and interesting volume" ' ['• hints and diroolio! 
are invaluable." — Hunj Free Prws. 

ELLINGTON WORKS, ALDERSHOT. 



I. d. 
Physical Drill With Aims, New Bayonet Exercise and 
Attack and Defence, in accordance with the New 

Drill. Illustrated with Thirty-sis Plates, as taught at 

Alderahot 9d. Bound in cloth 1 

" An invaluable little book, for, thanks to the admirably drawn 
plates, of which there ure thirty-sis, it will bo of great, use to the 
thousands of desk-workers who can got no such training as that of the 



Passes (W.O. Pattern), per 100, 
,, Perm an out, Cloth bound, w 



iv:U, li.l] 



Passes, Application for " Soldiers' Furlough " Ticket 

in Books of 100. Army Form B J8 5a 1 

„ Soldier's Wives and Families, Army Hospital 
Nurses, or for Army Schoolmistresses proceeding 

on Furlough. Army Form B S9fiB, in Books of 100... 1 

Pay-Sergeant's Complete Account Book, to last twelve months, 
for 80 to 200 men. Oth Edition. Arranged for Home and 
Foreign Service. The Pay Sorgeaiit'a Complete Account Book 
has been arranged with a view to assisting Pay Sergeants 
in keeping all tho information necosaary for filling in their Pay 
Lists, A other ii ^ ful information eonneeled with their company. 

Contents: — Nominal and Descriptive Roll; Boll of Arms, 
Equipments, 4c. ■ Clothing Hull ; Necessaries; Return of 
Arms and Accoutrements ; Rations ; Distribution of Arms 
and Accoutrements ; Bedding ; Furloughs ; Deficiencies of 
Kit of Absentees ; Classes of Instruction ; Crimes ; 
Stoppages for Wives ami Cliildren ; Clmrjies n^ninst Corps and 
Companies; Clothing Return for Recruits; Kit Inspections; 
Extracts from [tegmental Orders; Monthly Courseof Training; 
Masketry Drills; Returns, 4c; and blank ruled paper 

at end bound in Black Waterproof Cloth 6 

Do. do. do. do. bound in Leather 7 6 
Pay-Sergeant's Index Beady Reckoner l o 



GALE A, POLDEN, Liu., PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS, 



Queen's Regulations and Army Orders affecting all Non- 
Commissioned Officers and Men, Extracts from. 

For hanging in Barrack Rooms , Per Doi. 2 

* Queen's Regulations and Orders for the Army ... 1 6 

* Royal Warrant for Pay and Promotion l o 

Roll and Memo. Book for R.E. Field Companies. By 

Capt. J. C. Tvlek, K.E. 3rd Edition. H.ivisnl throughout 2 

Regimental Marches. Webaw published the Regimental Haxab 

of several regiments, with the; orest aud motto, Ac, on 
the oover. The following are now roudy |— 

Coldstream Guards, Royal Engineers, Royal 
Marines and Berkshire Regiment, each t 6 

Report Book, Field. For writing orders and reports of 
reconnaissance and i.>ur(ii>Ht. duties in the Field, &c. Bach 
book contains concise directions, carbon paper for copying 
report in duplicate at quo operation, and pencil ... ... 1 6 

(Strong cnvelopos for reports, 6d. per dozen, 2/6 per 100.) 

Rhymes from the Ranks. By Qr.-Mr.-Sergt. II. Mobby 

(late 2nd Batt. The Royal Irish Rifles) 1 

"'To the Army, in which I spent the best years of my life, this 
little hook is, with all ita defcots, most risnivi-ifuliy (lediiinted by the 
Author.' Many of the Ehynies are of considerable merit, and will 
be popular in the Banks, for whom they have been prim'ipalh 
written."— Iritk Timet. 
Road Reports, printed, and rulud. 3d. each, or per dozen ... 2 

Roll Book for Pocket (Company)— Infantry ... i o 

„ „ „ (Section) Waterproof Paper Cover ... b' 

,, „ „ ,, (Squadron) —Cavalry ... ... 2 6 

,, „ „ „ (Company)— Royal Artillery, Garrison l 6 

(Battery) — „ „ Field l G 

i, „ „ „ (Company)— Militia ... 1 

„ „ „ ,, (Company)— Volunteer - ... l o 

We are selling thousands of these Pocket Roll Books annually 
and can justly say that they are by fat tho best, cheapest, and most 
complete Roll Hooks. 
Rules for the Management of Canteens, Coffee Shops, 

Messes, &C, &C, vide Army Order 1 

WELLINGTON WORKS, ALDERSIIOT. 



Sandow on Physical Training. A Study in the Tebfkct Type 

or Tin; Hdhan Form- tho Marvel of Anatomists, Sculptors, 
and Artists in tho Nudo ; um bnning tho great Athlete's 
aimplo method of Physical Education for tho Home, the 
Gymnasium, and the Army Training Schi»jl ; preceded by 
a Biography dealing wiili the chief incidents in Mr. Sandow 'b 
Professional Career, his Phenomenal Prowess and Gladia- 
torial Skill, in Competitive Mutches, Conteata and 
Exhibitions; with Mr. Sandow's Scheme of Dumb-bell and 
Bar.bell Exercises, and his views on the Physiology of 
Gymnastics, the Fn notions of the Muscles, Ac, Ac. 
Compiled and Edited, under Mr. Sanijow'h Direction, by 
G. Mbeceb Amu, Ei-Capt., Queen'a Own Kifles, CM. 
Richly Illustrated from Photographs expressly taken for 
tbe work by Sarony of New York, Morrison of Chicago, 
and White of Birmingham, and from Drawings by 
A. Casarin 12 6 

Lieut.-Col. G. M. FOX, H.M. Inspector of Military 
Gymnasia in Great Britain, writes :— 

" I am convinced that yonr aeries of eierciaes are excellent and 
most carefully thought oat, with a com pie he nsi re view to the 
development of the body as a whole. Any man honestly following out 
yoor clear and simple instructions conld not fail to ouormously and 
rapidly improve his physique. As two notable inatances, I may Cite 
the cases of Captain Woodgate, Superintendent of Gymnasia, 
Woolwich, and of Staff-Instructor Moss, Army Gymnastic Staff. 

" It is almost superfluous for me to add, that you yourself, in proyriu 
persona, are the best possible advertisement of the merits of your 
system of training mid developing i.lic human body. 

11 Any individual, gifted with :i fair amount of determination, is 
absolutely certain to develop his physical powers at un extraordinarily 
rapid rate and with the most 1 1 m | > j >y rrauli,- in hi.- gcuna] heal! h and 
mental powers and activity, by following with intelligence your 
system. As you very rightly say, it is only by bringing the brain io 
bear upon our exercises that we can hope, to produce the best results 
with the shortest possible expenditure of time. 

"The absence of expensive and cumbrous apparatus is no small 
recommendation of your system, and you are thoroughly in the right 
when yon assert that lasting muscular develnpiiient, and consequent 
strength, can be bent produced by [he constant and energetic use of 
light dumb-bells employed in a sound and scientific manner." 

WELLINGTON WOEKS, ALDERSHOT. 



Service Sketching Case and Note Book, Field. By Lieut. 
W. W. Norman, B.8.0. 

Complete With Com pass 10 

Without Compass 6 

Service Sketch and Nate Book, Field. Made of wiliesden 

Waterproof Paper. Arranged by Major WclloUohBi 

Vhrnkk, lliflo Brigade, D.A.A.G. With compass 6 

Sketching Book, Field, ruled in squares 6 

Sketching Case, Field. Sise 11-in. by 11-in. Made in strong 
Waterproof Leather, with pocket for Drawing Paper, 

Pencils, Protractor, &o 2 6 

Do. do. Size 11-in. by 18-in. do. do. 3 6 

Sketching Companion, Field (Registered). Thia useful 
Companion is iriviilaahlf in uiiliinry men when ski.' telling in the 
Field, or at an examination, containing, as it does, a Service 
Protractorj Peocilfl, hard, soft, medium, red, blue, green, 
sepia j drawing stamp ; scale of shade, and pointed India rubber, 
in compact leather oase, each ... ... ... ,,. ... 6 

Do. do. (not fitted) 1 6 

Sketching Made Easy and Military Maps Explained. By 

Lt.-0ol. H. 1>. Hutchinson, B.S.C.lst Batt. 3rd Goorkhas, 
Formerly Garrison Instructor at Umballa and Kaaauli ; 
specially written and arranged for Officers preparing for 
oxiimi cation a, and used at the Staff College ; . School of 
Military Eiif;ii]i'i'ric^, Chatham; lloyal Military College, 
Canada; 4c. \.r. 41.L Militioii. R^visei! thivjuglujiit ... ... 4 

"It is rarely that we find such clearness and simplicity. Wo 

recommend the book to all who wish to work up for au examination, 

orto rofrt'sli their niemijrii'* on any [mint (hey may have forgotten." 

— Bombay Qazette. 

"In thorough conformity with the authorized Text-Books of 

Military Topography. The Hook cannot be too highly praised." — 

Irish Times. 

Sketching for Non-Com's. and Men, Military. Fully 

Illustrated 6 

"This little book has been written lis a help to those Non-com- 
missioned Officers who are likely to have sketches to make. They 
merely contain a few notes on the most elementally sketching, and at 
the same time everything that shuulil IjO requinal i.o rump lets a sketch 
is explained."— United Service Onueile. 



GALE & POLDEN, Ltd., PRINTERS A 1'UJiLISlIEUS, 



S lade -Wallace Equipment, Guide to Fitting the. illus- 
trated with 14 plates. 3rd Edition. As worn on the Field, 
laid out on Parade and in the Barrack Room, as approved 

at Aldershot 6 

This book £ivi s ry.inn'i-wi^ ijI.'H'.'s hIi.:>" inj.' how to fit valiae in the 
various marching and review orders, 4c, how to pack valine ia peace 
and war, hints [Yn- vvi.^rin^, iVc. The various plates are bo arranged 
that they can be dflar-hud for [i:isi inu' on barrack. room walla, 4c 

Signalling Regulations, Army. Being a complete compilation 

of all orders, mini 1 at i una ami warrants rdntiiiK to signalling. 
Compiled by P. W. Sikbacd, Sorgt. -Major, School of Sig- 
nalling, Aiders hot. Revised edition 1 

Signalling Flag Drill, Army. By Sergt- Major Si bbalo 3 

* Signalling, Manual of Instruction in Army ... 1 

Signalling, Catechism on the Manual of Army. By Major 

L. BbYb, Royal Marines, and Major ElmHIUst Rhodes, 
D.8.O., Royal Berkshire Regiment. Now edition, revised 
and corrected up to date ... ,.. ... ... ... 3 G 

Signalling, Telegraph and Message Book. Army Book 119, A. S 

Signalling Test Message Cards, Army PerDoz. D 

Signalling Scribbling Book. Army Book 119, c l 



Signalling, Morse Diagrams, Army. A simple method of learn- 
ing the Morse Code. ByA.K. Willis 1 

Scoring Book, Gale & Polden's New Improved Rifle Shots 
Register, with latest Targets. Compiled for Match 

Shooting, and for recording the results of Annual 
Coarse Cloth 1 

liint.j mi -.InMiiiiiL'. very I'lrilmiuto ilitiKiHuis. It in litviitutl into throe [art 

Sights for Wind-Gauging. Suppliod with Rod, White, Bine, or 

Green Sight Lines per 10O 

* Sword Exercise and Oarbine Sword-Bayonet Exercise, 

(Infantry) 



WELLINGTON WORKS, ALDERSHOT. 




Soldiers' Shooting. By Capt. II. de B, Hovell, Worcester 

Reft. :.. 1 6 

" There is much in tho book which is worth)' of diaoussion, and we 
oan only hope that it will meet with the attention' which it deserves. 
Space prohibits our entering iri a 1piii_'|1iv 'li^.-ujini ,mi with Cant. 
Hovell, but wo recommend 'Soldiers' Shooting' to all who are 
interested in the subject, and also to those who, mil. I*:iug interested, 
may Uu imlnn'.vl to become •)" by nuuling this hook." — Admirallu mid 
Horte Guard* Gazette. 



5 

Tactics as applied to Schemes. Compiled for tho use of Officers 
for Eiamination for Promotion. Illustrated with Coloured 
Mapa. By Capt. J. S. Shbrbton, p.i.c, The IUHe Brigade 2 6 
This book is recommended to Field Offlcera, for Promotion nnder 
Army Ociiera 186 of 189B, and 34 of 18S4. It deals with Orders for 
Hear and A'hri;u.\l I'limnls, the attack for the Three Arms, and the 
occupation of a defensive position. 

Tactics, Handbook of- By Oapt. w. H. 

Qaefltiorjfl in Topography, Taotici 
This handbook is a short treatise or tho subject, based en tho Official 

Drill Hooks ii rid lirdii.u'lu.- up r i) ilnif.;, i Ictsj weapons and smokeless 

explosives being fatten into Full consideration. 



• Tactics, Minor. By Colonel Cli 



The Director of Military Education in India writes about it :— 
" It should bo spread broad-cast. The private soldier oven will road 
it with interest, and with profit; and the knowledge he will thns 
obtain will enable him to take an intelligent interest in military 
operations." 

A Commandant of Volunteers says :— " I am delighted with its 
comprBhenatvoDoaE, and adaptability to everybody'B comprehension. 
It is all pleasant reading." 

WELLINGTON WORKS, ALDEKSHOT. 



TAT>2 fc TOr^iRS" :.rr. ?TiINTEBS * TTSL^SEBS. 



m. ^ 
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~ .* **?v* _ * a 

* lfaeftai (femtfea* isd I imp a 3r?. Douswt ..^a 



MU** <MT m* 7***U4*V*jeqa*z. **«* Ym 

*>*m<pmy &? <!***. ** D\kacr 3tas*. 1 
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Tary* fnufto* team fegtotar ft* i tiami ... s c 

Trfiu* ; (Mr, Itttt* TUttg? te Tthnrewmi to kmnr .. ft c 




' f &*w*fkf, WteUrr (Metal Tat Book o£ By 

J*fC*r«irTv» .. ......... 3 ft 

fft#»li^m# t r / hi * IfattfcefL f*x %Ktum* iw» by 3in. and Cob. 

'Mly. P5v W, ff ftnv:v«» A.itcwx >f " Socsb Daenm dl 
'rp*r> *vr ******* (Irxirte Wirfr, ;n *««J or fan, "iiinn—iai 

# 7mttrp*t **4 itofa famu&* for all Brmrfcei of the Army 2 o 

' VrtnifUm Tvtt*, Kofalaiion* to l o 

Vtihtnbm Ototmn, MiUUry Administration for. By 

f;*j/fc. If W*Mf ft*, A'ljt., Ztttl Vol. Bate West York Regt.... 1 6 

'"thi* r« t.**+t,iifiHp * IV/,* f//r Votafifwmi, It is not an original production, 
nt,t\ »\nh* ut A ntih+i, u, o% *f It i« writUrr* in view of the otter want of knowledge 
'J nitt-ttrtf- Wftffttty, t>thtlnt*'1 by V',)nt$U*fr <)ihczr* t and it enters into details of 
wtittttm t wtkittit, winnhitty, It*. Also it ffirei details of clothing, pay and 



pff-t-t, H'i*\ Mf* 11**1* "f kf*-fritii/ tvwnmiA. finally, it enters into details of Court- 
Si ti tiinl tt tiH JWilM/firr M* 'fit- t*/*#k tuny well be studied by Volunteer Officers, 
i)hnp\th ih* tnfil t-hnt th"t may iwtir \m called upon to put their knowledge into 
\nt\'*M''\ Tfaft h*nl ihnl vnu )m tUittn tux the book is to pat it in the hands of all 
t'lUittlt+t ittDfit*, mm n work S,'i \m rtiltirrwi Ut in case of necessity.*'— Admiralty 



WKI.MNOTON WORKS, ALDEKSHOT. 




Volunteer Drill Attendance Register 1 o 

Volunteer Section Parade State. In t-ioth cover o 6 

Volunteers, Army Forms for. {See pngo 30) 



"Very graphic and succinct. No point omit 
the reader to understand the strategy of Napoleo 
— Broad Arrow. 



•War. By Col. F. Mauklck, R.A 

Washing Books for Army 

War Office Forms and Books (see page 30) 



" We pai/ Special Attention to all new Forms and Books that are useful 
to Pa ij- Sergean ts ,- the.rt<ft>ri; imn nr.m intrk required can be supplied a fete 
hours after its issue. If you don't find what jou require in litis list, please 
write for it." 

Nowlllnsumoil Lisi tor (1.(1. ('imiimuiesiiiiil rny-SurKOftnta, poet free nn«ppHc»tiou. 



WELLINGTON WORKS, ALDER SHOT. 



WA1 
Absentee 



WAR OFFICE FORMS, &c„ KEPT IN STOCK. 

ALL THE LATEST PATTERNS. 100 1,000 



Certificates for Reduced Railway Fares 1/- 7/6 

Daily Parade States, B 288 3/. 25/- 

Defaulters' Sheets, B 121 ... 2/fi ie/- 

Estimates of Pay, M 1430 2/- is/. 

Envelopes for Field Reports, A. Form C 398 ... 2/6 — 

Free Kit Issue Sheet, B ^ 7 2. 15/. 

Inventory of Kit, B 253 21. is 

Memo. Forms, O 348 1/. 

Minor Offence Reports. For Battery, Squadron, or Company 1/- 

Morning Sick Reports, B 256 ... 1/- 

Musketry Transfer Register, B 193 2/6 

Passes, B296 6d. 

Passes (Railway), B 296a in Booka 1/- 

Ration Returns, r " on 



Return of Accoutrements and Appointments, B 2 
Statement of Accounts. A. Form O 1811 

Savings Bank Forms, No. 2, 1743 

Weekly Church Parade States, B 258 



Defaulters' Sheet Specimen Form B 121, containing 

instructions for the filling in uf tho Roporta ... ... 4d. 

Diagram for Testing Rifles 

On Outpost Duty, Questions and Answers, for hang- 
ing in Barrack Rooms ..., ... ... 3d 

Order Book, Army Book, 137 1/6 

„ „ Army Book, 127... - 5/6 

„ „ Army Book, 129 8/- 

Pay and Mess Book, N 1504 6d. 

Pay List,N 1505 9d. 

Register of Judging Distance Practice, B 189 Id, 

Road Report, K 1305 3d. 21- 

Scale of Fines for Drunkenness, B 138 id. 1/. 

Signalling Scribbling Book, Army Book C 119 1/. 

Signalling Message Book A.B. 119 A %,. 

Target Practice Register, B 188, for Volley or Inde- 
pendent Firing ld . 

Target Practice Register, B 190, for individual Firing ... id. 
FORMS FOR VOLUNTEERS. 

Company Parade States 9d. p 

Guard Reports 3d. 

Class Register & Individual Target Practice, E 563 ... 1/6 

Cover for above 8/ - each 

Case to hold Oo. Annual Musketry Return 2/. 

Section Parade States, E 549- Mc\oth «>™ 8d. each 



SERGEANTS' MESSES. 

Boots strongly recommended for Mesa Tables. 

Attack Drill Made Easy 

Infantry Fire Taotios 

Company and Battalion Drill made Easy 

Guide to Promotion Lce.-Curpt to Oorpl. 4 Corpl. to Rergt. 

Guide to OtVioia! Letter Wrir iug, Orders, Ac ... 

Guide to First Glaas Army School Certificate ... 

Handbook to Field Training 

Military Sketching Mado Easy 

Blotting Pads with Leather Comere each 1/8 



IVITATION CARDS. 



S. ■ DANCE PROGRAMMES, 

100 ... ... 8/8 j 100 10/6 100 

200 11/8 200 1»/- , aoo 

300 16/fi 300 B6/- 300 

600 24/- | 500 36/- 600 . 

Envelopes to St Invite Cards, with Great of Regiment, B/. per 100. 

Orders executed within a few hoars, and proof sent (when required) by 

return of pott. Samples can b# had on application. 




401 t 



800. All i 



ut paper, good bold fig area i 
00 ; No. 3— 201 to 400 ; No. ; 
1/- per Book. 



BALL ROOM PROGRAMME STAND, 7/6. 

Mado in leather, gold lettered, supplied with bold %uros from 1 to 24, 

and names of all danoM (inolndlng DQppal Danoe), whinh may bo instantly 

changed. For Balls and Quadrille Parties they will be found indispensable. 

Made to stand, or hang up, 

Eegimontal Playing CardB, with the Croat; of the Regiment, can be 
supplied ivithoal estra oharge for Crest if six dozen packs are ordered. 
For prioes aeo over. 

Sftr^'i.-iinifl' Mess Rules, Billiard Rules, Proposition Books, Inventory and 
Mesa Property Books, Catena 1 Stock Hooks, Daily Liquor Coneumpti 
Books, Balance Sheet Books, Mossing Hooka, Ac, printed and bound 

order. Tradesmen's Order Hook, 5/0. 
Rubber Stamp for Marking I'h|"ts. M;iLM.?.iiies, &c. Specim 



Beading Cases for Newspapers and Magazines. See page 35. 



Post 



REG1 

First Quality, with Crest beautifully printed in Co/ours- 

6 doz. packa at 23/- per doz. ; 12 doz. packs at 21/- per di 



REGIMENTAL CREST HATING CARDS, 



* 



ThlB quality Is moot strongly reoom 



No charge for Steel Platei, 




Second Quality, with Crest clearly printed in Colours— 

G doz. packs at 19/- per doz. ; 12 doz. packs at 18/- per do» 



SAMPLES CAN BE HAD ON APPLICATION. 



For Reading Cases for Newapaperfl, pleKae 
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OFFICERS' MESSES. 






The Royal Set of Officers' Mess Account Booka (copyright) sira 


lged 




by Major D. White. 


6 


d. 



No. 1.— Order Book, containing 300 Perforated Order Forma ,.. 


No. 2.— Cash Acconnt. Foolscap Bize 


12 





No. 3.— Ledger. Doable Foolscap size, containing combined forma 






for all charges 


28 





No. 4.— Cellar Book. Medium size 


24 





No. 5.— Messing Acconnt. Double Fooleoap Bize 


24 





No. 6.— Daily Wine Account. Doable Foolscapiize 


24 





No. 7.— Mean Sergeants' Stock Book. Doable Foolscap size 


24 





No. 8. — Summary of Monthly Ace.->unts. Double Foolscap size ... 


24 





No. 9. — Breakage Book. Foolscap size 


10 





No. 10.— Visitors' Book. Foolscap size 


12 





No. 11. — Minute Book. Foolscap size... 


10 





No. 12.— Stock Book. FoolBCnpsizo.forLinen; Silver; Glassancr 






Furniture 


12 





No. 13.— Guest Book. Medinm 4to size 


10 





No. 14. — Caterers' Daily Ai'eoursi nf Mi'P.jsii.s Stores Pnrchaaed. 






Foolscap size 


12 





No. 15.— Caterers' Monthly Grocery Account Book. Foolscap size 


12 





No. 16.— Whist Book. Medium 4to size 


12 





Tit atovt art node of lb bt,l dtttmi Seek Paper, drably boKtd in Ltatht 


,ane 




Sample Sheets of auy of the above Books and Mess Stationery forwarded 


on application. 






250 


500 


Daily Mossing and Wine sheets, ana 31 in. by 16J in. ... 30/- 


BO/- 


Mess Washiag Books cciituiniM: duplieate kums v. i in special wash- 






ing lists ... ... ... ... ... ... ... each 


8 





Cases for Names of President, Vice-President, &c, in Whole 






Red Leather, to stand on mautct-shelf or to hang up, Gilt 






finished ... ... ... ... ... ... ... each 


8 





Guard Books for Invoices, size 12 in. by 9J in., J-bound ... each 


6 





Guard Books for Receipts „ „ „ „ ... each 


5 





Best Rubber Si iimps, fur i'liprrs i.thI l.iiu'i). (S'.i: S | . . . i 1 1 ^ i ■ ; i Hook, Post Free) 


ACCOUNT BOOKS MADF. TO ANY PATTERN 


5 





RECREATION ROOMS & LIBRARIES. 

Books strtnutly ircoiiimi'mh-i/ fur T.ilmrtj T/'Jiles. s. d. 

Attack Drill made Easy 2 

Manual and Firing Exercise for the Martini-Henry liifle 6 

Ditto for Lee-Metford Rifle f> 6 

Hints to Young Soldiers ... ... ... ..- ... 6 

Guide to Civil Employment ... ... ... ... 6 

On Outpost Duty 6 

On Guard 6 

Handbook to Field Training 2 

Physical Training, Fully Illustrated, Bound in Cloth .. 10 

Physical Drill, Fully Illustrated, Bound in Cloth ... 10 
Guides and Markers' Duties in Company, Battalion, and 

Brigade ... ... 2 

Guide to Promotion, Lance- Corporal to Corporal, and 

Corporal to Sergeant ... ... ... ... 2 6 

InFantry Fire Tactics 6 

Company and Butta! inn Drill made Easy 3 6 

Guide to obtaining a 2nd ('lass Army School Certificate 1 6 

Guide to obtaining a 1st. ( lass Army School Certificate... 3 6 

Guide to Ollk'ial Leticr Writing, Orders, &c. ... ... 1 6 

Military Sketching made Easy, Fully Illustrated ... -I 

Military Examination in Arithmetic, Farts I., II. and III. 3 

Catch Questions in Infantry Drill ... ... ... G 

Telling Off and Posting a Picquet G 

Free Gymnastics. Illustrated ... ... ... ... 1 G 

Blotting Pads with Best Morocco Leather Corners, 1/6 and 2/6 each. 

Playing Cards at 10/- and 12/- per Don. Packs. Specially manu- 
factured for the Army. 

Pens 1/6 per Gross. Blotting Paper 1 and 2/- per Quire. 

Penholders 3/- per Gross. Best luk 1/- and 2/- per Bottle. 

Gummed Labels for Books, Plain or Printed, I/- per Packet. 

Tradesmen's Order Books, 3/6. 

Rubber Stamp for Marking Papers, Magazines &c. (See Specimen 
Book, Post Free). 



36 




-: READING CASES 


=- 


NEWSPAPERS and MAGAZINES. 


Common Euat 


Common Bout 








Answers ... 2/- ... 6/- 


Licensed Vict. Gaz.3,'- 


... 71- 


A.B.C. Rail. Guide 2/- .. 51- 


Modern Society 2/- 


... 6/- 


Argosy ... 2/- ... 4/- 


Navy List ... 2/- 


.. 51- 


Army and Navy 2/9 ... 7/- 


Nin'teenth Century 2/- 


..51- 


Army List ( English )2/- ... 4/- 


Overland Mail 2/9 


.. 6/6 


Army List (Indian) 2/- ... 6/- 


Pall Mall Budget 3/- 


... 71- 


Belgrtma ... 2/- ... 4/- 


Pictorial World 3/- 


■ 71- 


BlackandWbite 3/- ... 7/- 


Pioneer ... 3/6 


. 8/- 


Blotting Casea 3/- ... 11- 


Postal Guide 2/- 


.- It- 


BradBhaw ... 2/- ... 47- 


Punch ... 2/- 


.. 5/- 


Broad Arrow 2/9 ... 6/6 


*Reginiental Paper 2/- 


.. 51- 


CasseH's Magazine 2/- ... 5/- 


Saturday Review 2/9 


.. 6/6 


Oentnry ... 2/- ... 5/- 


Scraps ... 3/- 


.. 7/- 


Chamber'a Journal 2/- ... 5/- 


Sketch ... 3/- 


.. 11- 


Civil&MilitaryGaz.3i6 ... 8/- 
Comhill ... 2/- ... 4:'- 


Sporting and Dra- 
matic ... 3/- 


.. 7/- 


Family Herald 2/- ... 6-< 


St. James's Budget 3/- 


■■ 7\- 


Field ... 3/- ... 7/- 


St. Stephen's Rev. 3/- 


- 11- 


Fun 21- ... 5/- 


Teuiple Bar... 2/- 


.. 4/- 


Graphic ... 3/- ... 7/- 


Tit Bits ... 21- 


.. 6/- 


Harper's Weekly 3/- ... 7/- 


Tmth ... 2/9 


.. 6/6 


Harper's Monthly 2/- ... 5/- 


United Service 2/9 


.. 6/6 


Home News 2/9 ... 6/- 
MuBtrated News 3/- ... 7- 


Vanity Fair... 2/9 


.. 6/6 


Whitaker's Almnc.2/- 


■■ */- 


Jndy ... 2,'- ... 5/- 


Whitehall Review 2/9 


.. 6/6 


Leisure Hour 2/- ... 5/- 


World ... 2/3 


- 71- 


To all Leather Cases the Crest of Regiment is added free of Charge. 


• When ordaring, pleaae send a copy for ske. 






. 



CANTEENS, GROCERY BARS AND COFFEE SHOPS. 



ACCOUNT BOOKS, 

In accordance with the Army Order, SoV., 1889 : — 

Form A. General Monthly Stock and Cash Ledger... 

B. Cash Book of Daily Takings 

C. Daily Stock Book 

D. Tradesmen's General Ledger 

K Invoice Order Book 

F. Monthly Abstract, of Receipts and Expend i- 

Ditto in sheets see under. 

r Companies' Monthly Messing 



The above books are made of the best Account Book Paper, 
strorujly bound in leather, lettered in gold, and with printed List of 
Articles to last for years, 

ACCOUNT BOOKS, 

IN PAPER COVERS FOR DETACHMENT CANTEENS 

Form A. General Monthly Stuck and Cash Ledger, for I year 6/- 
„ B. Cash Book of Daily Takings „ 2/- 

„ C. Daily Stock Book „ 6/- 

„ D. Tradesmen's Getiet'til Ledger, i>0 sheets, 3/6; 100sheets6/- 
„ F. Monthlv Ab.st.ract.of Receipts and Lx pendit.it re, 00 sheets, 

7/6; 100 sheets, 12/- 
„ F. Monthly Abstracts, in paper covers, for 1 year 2/6 
FORMS, &c. 

per Dob. 3/- 
... each 1/3 
Price List of Articles sold in Canteen. Size 22|-in. by 16J-in., 

25, 2/6, 50, 3/6, 100 6/- 
List of Articles giving 1'ereentuge Form, Army Form F 707, 

25, 2/-, 50, 3/-, 100 4/- 
Canteeu Debit Forms, Statement of Company Accounts, 
Memorandum Forms, &c, printed to order. 
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CANTEENS, 4c. — Continued. 
Passes.— Army Form B 295 ... per 100, 6d. ; per 1,000, if- 
Permanent Passes. — These Permanent Passes* are now being 
universally used throughout the Service, they are made in 
three sizes, suitable for the junket, as under : No. I size can 
be supplied, with Army Form B 295 inside, they can also be 
printed to any Regimental Pattern for initialling monthly or 
otherwise ; if 50 or more are ordered, the Crest of Corps is 
added free of charge. 

We may add, that sines the issue of the new O.O. re Passes, toe have sold 
over a Hundred Thousand. In mv*t Corp/, they are gold at the Regimental 
Canteen at 2d. each \ one! wherever they have been tried, the men have 
gladly purchased them. 

SAMPLES SENT ON APPLICATION. 



1 dozen, I! - ; 50 m-;. 2:i; [.,.t dw.en ; 100 at 2/3 per dozmi ; 2JU at 
tlozuu; 500 at 1/9 per dozen ; I.Oi'Om i « |n'ril„wn. Strongly 
Red, Bine, or Green Cloth. 

REGIMENTAL STATIONERY PACKETS 

Note Paper and Envelopes stamped with Regimental Crest 
colour. No charge for dies. Every Regimental die is kept ii 



li any 

, containing 'A Sheets of Good Note .Paper and 3 Good 
Square Envelopes, stamped in relief. Envelopes printed 
for franking when required. 
No. 2, containing 4 Sheets of Good Note Paper and 4 Good 
Square Envelopes, stamped in relief. Envelopes printed 
for franking when required. 
No. 3, containing 4 Sheets of Good Note Paper and 4 Good 

Square Envelopes, plain. 

No. 4, containing 6 Sheets of Good Note Paper and 6 Good 

Square Envelopes, plain. 

Stamping Guaranteed to be Perfect and done by Hand. 

WE HAVE NOW THE HONOUR OF SUPPLYING OVER 500 CANTEEN'S, 

$-c, THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE IN ALL PAtiTS OF THE WuRL D. 

RE8IHE1TTAL COLOURS FSIHTED TO OBBEB. SAMPLES i PEI0ES UP01T APPLICATION . 

REGIMENTAL FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, &c., PRINTED TO ORDER. 

£W Presidents of Canteens, Coffee Shops, Recreation Rooms, 
and Corporals' Messes are requested to send for the Special 
Canteen Price List, which includes the Official Rules for the 
guidance of Canteens and Coffee Shops, ?tde Army Order. 



NEW LIGHT LITERATURE. 



A Soldier and a Maid : A Romance of the late 

War in Burmah, By Capt. F. M. Peacock ... 1/- 

" There is plenty of incident, and a Rood deal of adventure. The details 
of a soldier's life abroad are graphically rendered, and the civilian 
will road about his eiistence in barracke and on the march with a 
good deal of interest." — The Queen. 

From Reveille" to Lights Out ; or, Lionel Tregarthen, 

Lieutenant. By Capt. F. M. Pbaoook ... ... 1/- 

" It ia written in a spirited, realistic manner by one who is con- 
versant with military oj in fit inns and soldiers and their ways. There ia 
plenty of stirring Incident, and a inffidenoy of love- making. An accurate 
idea is givun of the nature of the prolonged operations in Burmah, and of 
the strange character of the Burmese."— Vanity Fair. 



Ronald the Fusilier, or, Foes under One Flag. By 

Capt. F. M. Peacock Ij- 

" The author writes in an cuisy, natural style, and i;ivi-s afjTiiphic 
duricriiii-bu of the horo'a life abroad, which bi-i "sjh vividly before tho eyes 
of his readers the scenes lie wishes to depict. The story abounds with 
adventure, the love incidents are full of pathos, and there is a rich vein of 
humour ran nine; thnjiiahimi. tin: nunvuivr."- Daily Chronicle. 

" Captain I'eaoook has long loft bohind Mr. Rudyard Kipling and 
his ' Soldiers Three,' and with a little mure practice should rival llawley 
Smart in depicting military life." — Madras Mail. 

A Military Crime; or "Broke." By Capt. F, M. 

Peaoook ... , 1/- 

" Comparisons, we have often been told, are odious; therefore I shall not 
attempt to enter opon a dissertation as to the rival merits of itndyard 
Kipling, who has come to (.ho front as a writer of military tales chiefly 
dealing with Indian life, and P. M. Teacoct, who is coming to the front 
very rapidly as a thoroughly competent writer of the same class of 
literature. In 'A Military Crime 1 the contrast is vividly depicted 
between the feather-bod soldier at Alderahot and the valiant polioe- 
inflpeotor of Burmah." — Topical Timss, 

These Novels can U nqiptied bomd in Cloth ... ... 1/6 

Also three Novels, vis. :— A Soldttr and a Maid, From, 
Jteveille to Lights Out, and a Military Crime, 
handsomely bound in one Volumi:, tmtabh for Gifts 3/6 






A Circumstantial Case, told by Sinclair Barton, M.D., 

and John Cox. By Conway Cregan ... ... I /- 

" The reader will more than once be tempted to suppose that he is on toe 
right track ; hut he ia always deceived, and in the end tha guilt in laid 
on the shoulders of one whom few, if any, will suspect. The author's 
triumph is an uncommon one. Nor mnet it he forgotten that he 
has done soToo[.h[i-,Lr m>ire Mum make an attractive .■'hurt story j he has 
pointed ont in tho most forciblo way the danger of accepting circum- 
stantial evidence when unsupported." — Yorkshire Poet. 



Strange Case of a Missing- Man. A Romance. 

By Conway Cregan 1/- 

A Left-Handed Murder, By Annie Carruthers, 

Authoress of "The Pet of the Consulate " ... ... 11- 

" This is a shilling novel that should command a large sale. It is 
written by Miss Annie Carrutliers. iiiil niiiy ho paid to be quite us good as 
any of her former productions. The plot is an original one, and so well 
worked out that tin- authorship of Iho crimo "ill not readily be detected 
by readers. The locale of tha crime is in Franca, and the tale is written 
Somewhat after the style of a French novel." — Somtrtet County Gazette.. 

The Black Carnation. By Funcoa Hume, Author of 

" The Mystery of a Hansom Cab," iteo,, die. ... ... 1/- 

" The particular crime described in this startling initial chapter 
was the slay i Hi; (if n popular ami hnriutiful print <i tin mm |,y :i jealous adorer. 
A bouquet in whi.'li liyTinrniLc is concealed is fliinp at I, a. Mnzzncata's feet, 
in bo picked up, and, with final enthn.iirum. pressed af/niiis: tlin fair one's 
bosom. It is unnecessary to say mora than that the rest of the novelette 
is worthy of this dramatic opening, and that it hos a certain cleverness of 
its own which deserves rceNgiii'.icm. even by those who do not profess to 
admire the methods of the sensation -story teller." — Court Circular. 

The White-Eyed Woman. By Ernest Bowen-Rowlands 1/- 

" Is one of the best short sensational stories we have read. The mvsf.ery 
wii.li which it deals is almest an nusolvable puzzle, and the writing is far 
and abovo what we have been accustomed to in this sort of book. It is 
rumoured that a dramatised version will shortly be seen on the London 
boards, and we are glad of it, for a novel which land* ittelf better to adapta- 
tion to the stage we haTB nr.ver seen." — Afara of the World, 
T/tese Novels van he supplied l,oun'l in Cloth 
Also three Novels, viz. :■ — A Left- Handed Murder, The 
Blank Carnation, and Ronald the Fusilier, hand- 
somely hound in one Volume, suitable for Gifts 



